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THE EPIC OF RAMA, 

PRINCE OP INDIA 


EOOK I 

SITA-SW AYAMVARA 
(Xke Brtdal ef Sita) 

T he Epic relates to the anctertl Iradinohs of two powerful races 
the Kosalis and the Videlias, rIio *hrcd sn Northern India 
1 etweer the twelfth and tenth centuries bi^fore Christ, The mmes 
Ivosala and ^idehi m the sipguhr numUer Midftale the Icinj* 
doms,-~Oudh and North Bchar,— and in .the plural number they 
mean the ancienl*taces which inhahittd those two countiie* 

According to the Tp'c, Dtsa r-uha" king'of the Kosalas had 
four sons, the eldest of whom was Rama the hero of the po"ra 
And Janak king of the Vjdehas had a daughter named Sita, who 
wts miraculously born of a field furrow, and who is the heroint cf 
the Epic • . 

Jamk ordiined a severe test for the hand of his daughter, and 
many a prince and warnot came and went awiy disappointed 
Rama succeeded, and won Sita The story of Rama’s wipntng 
his bride, and of the marriage of his three brothers with the sisier 
and cousins of Sita, forms the subject of this Cook 

The portions translated in this Book form Section vi , Section-* 
Isrii to Uix Section Ixxiit, and Section Ixsvii. 'of Boot, i of 
the original text 
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1 

Aycdh^a, the Righteous 0115^ 

Hicli in royM worth and tilour, nch mhol) Vedic lore, 

Dasa ratlia ruled h»s i« ibel>a|)i»)' diys ol )ore, 

3 o\ed oT rnert \n (ttr Ayodhy*, sprung of aoctent Solat Rnce, 

Royal riiAi in hfs duty, saiinly risAi in his grace* 

Grtrt ns Indra in )>i$ fro«e$s, hounleous u Xlvers kind, 

Dauntless deeds subdued his iociuen, lofty faith subdued his mind ' 

3 il<e the nncier* mornrch Mnnn, fnher of the human race, 

Dasa ratha ruled Ins people with -v fiiher $ loting grace, 

Truth nnd Justice swnyed each nction and each M<er motive quelled, 

1 eople’s Love and Monarch s Duty every ilrou.lit tnd deed in jiellcd, 

And hi3 town like Indra ^ city,— tower And dome nnd turret bnve— 
Rose in proud and peerless beauty on Snrayu b hnipid nave ' 

Peaceful lived the ngbteoos people rich in vreillh >n merit high. 

Envy dwell not in their bosoms and their accents shaped no he, 

Tvtherswith their happy households owned their cattle, corn And gold, 
GAllmg penury And famine in AyodlijA had no hold, 

■^eighhours lived m mutual kindoess helpful with their Ample weAlih 
.TSamf •''ilinJA^''gjtd.tlu*j»a«fidja;h>«5rf«jnj*.Klvo.l'A.'tdJy .f’rati' 

And they wore the gem And eArtmg, wieAth And fnsrani SAiidAl pA<ii“ 
Andibeir arms were decked with bracelets, and their necks with uis/ has 
graced, 

ChcAt And hiahgArt And deceiver lived rot in th“ ancient town, 

Proud dsspisei of the lonly noreoot insults in iheir fronn, 
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Poorer fed not on Ihe richer, hireling friend upon ihe greal, 
None wilh low and Ijing accents did upon the proud man v.ait 5 


Men to plighted vows were faithful, failfiful was each loving -ffife. 
Impure thought and wandering fancy stained not holy wedded life, 


Robed in gold and graceful garmenK, fur in form and fair in face, 
IVinsome were A)Odli}a's daughters, rich in nit and woman’s grace 1 


T wice-horn men were free from passion lust of gold and impure greed, 
Faitliful to their Rites and Scriptures truthful m their word and deed, 


Ahirblt/ed in every mansion, from each home was hounfr given, 
SvoyjKd no mio to fuUomt faUvhood, questioned none the will of 
Heaven 

Kshatras bowed to holy Pnhmans, Viisvas to the Kshatras bowed, 
lolling Sudras lived by labour, of tbeir honest duty proud, 


To the Gods and to the Ftlber«, to each guest m virtue trained. 
Rites were done with due devotion as b> holy writ ordained 


Pure each caste m due observance, staml-ss was each ancient nte. 
And the tiaiioit thrived and prospered by its old and matchless inigh^ 

And each man in truth abiding lived i long and peaceful life, 

With liissons and with bis grandsons, with his loved and honoured wife. 

Thus was ruled ihe ancient city by her monarch true and bold, 

A& the eartli was ruled by Manu in the misty days of old. 

Troop, who never torn-d m battl^fierceas fire and strong and brav", 
G uarded iv ell bet lofty rattiparls as tlie lions guard the cave. ^ 

Steeds like Jndr v’s m their swiftness came -from far I^amboji's land, 
Ptom Vanaya and Vahidca and from Siodhu's rock bound strand, 
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Elephants of mighty sniure from the Vmdiija mountains came, 

Or from deep and darksome forests round Himahj’a peals of fame, 

Matchless in their m^hty proiress, peerless in thetr wondrous speed, 
Kohler than the noble luskers sprung from high celestial breed 

Thus Ayodhya, “ virgin cnj "—faithful to her hauchty name,*— 

Ruled by righteous Dasa raiha won a woifd emiiracing fame, 

Strong hatred gates and lofty arches, tower and dome and turret high 
])ecled me vast and peopled cit) fair as mansion of the sk| 

Queens of proud and peerless beauty born of houses rich in fame, 
Loied of royal Dasa ratba to his happ) mansion came, 

Queen Kausalja blessed with \irme true and rinhteous Rama bore, 
Queen Kaikeyi joung and beauteous bore I im Bharat rich m lore, 

Queen Simitrr bore the bright twins, J,al shman and Satrupima bold, 
>our brave princes served their father in the happy days of old 1 


11 

Mithila, and the Breaking^ of the Bow 

Janak monarch of Videha spake his message near and far,— 
lie shall win ray peerless Sita who shall bend my bow of war,— 

Suitors came from fa’ibest regions, warlike princes known to fame, 
\ ainly strove to wield the weapon, left Videha in their shame. 

Viswa niitra roval rijAi Rama true and Lak«hinan bold 
Came to fair Mithila’s city from Ayodhya famed of old,' 

Spake in pride the royal r»r*i “ Monarch of Videha’s throne, 
(Jrant, the wotidroas bow o» Rooka be to princely Rama shown ” 
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Janak spake his rojal maiida'e to his lords and warriors bold : 

Bring ye forth the bow of Rupra decked in garlands and in gold,” 

And his peers and proud retainers waiting on the monarch’s call, 
Brought the great and goodly weapon from the city’s inner halU 

Slahvnrt men of nmple stature pulled the mighty iron cat 
In which tested all-inviolate Janak’s dteaded bow of war, 


And where midst nssenibled monarchs sit Videha’s godlike king, 
Wall a mighty toil and effort did the eight wheeled chariot bang. 


Tins the weapon of Videha,” proud'y thus the peers begun, 
Be It shewn to royal Kama, Dasa ratha’s righteous son,” 


This the bow,” then spake the monirch to the rishi famed of oldj 
To the true and righteous Rama and to Lakshrnan )oung and bold, 


“ This the weapon of tny fiihets ptited by kings fiom age to act, 
Mighty chie/s and sturdy warriors could not bend it, noble sage I 

Gods before the bow of Kudu have m nchteoiis terror quailed, 
Mtxkskas fierce and stout Asuras have in futile effort failed, 


Mortal mm will struggle vainly Rudra's wondrous bow to bend, 

V iinly strive to string the weapon and tlie shining dart to send, . 

Holy snnt md royil rishi, here is Jamk's mcient bow, 

Sliew n to AyodbyVs princes, speak to them my kingly votv J ■ 

Viswa mitrahumbly listened to the words the monarch said, 

'1 o the brave and riglileous Rama, Janak’s mighty bow displayed^ 

Rimi lifted high the cover of the pond’rous iron car, 

G ized with conscious pride and prowess on the mighty bow of waj:, 
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V Lsf ore." ftcfnl»>V the heny, "on thtf hnir mj* finders phee. 

1 *i me lift and bend ihe weapon, help me wuh vouf loving grace, ' 

“ Balt «o," tbe rn>t answered. " h*' it so,” the monarch «ai J, 

Rama lifted high the weapon ot» bis stalwart arms di«pb>ed, 

^\ ond’fing 5a«d the fcin?s assembled as the son of Raghu’s race 
I'roudly raised the bow of Rborta wuh a warrior’s statel) ^race, 

rroudly sirtins the bow of Rt.DRi which the kines had tried tn vain, 
Drew the cord with force resistless till the weapon snapped la twain 1 

lake the thunder’s pealmg accent rose the loud terrific clang, 

And the drir. eanh shook and trembled and the hilU in echoes ranc, 

.And the chiefs and trathered roontrehs fell and fainted in their fese, 
Apd the men of many nations shook the dreadful sound to heat I 

Tala and white the startled r^nnarchs slnwly from their terror woke. 
And with roj-al grace and grectmjs Janak to the rn^t speVe 

• \ow my ancient cres have wim^ssed wmd rons deed he Rama done, 
1) ed surpassing thought or fatj^y wro«..hi by D-sa raiha's son, 

And th- proud and p-erlcss pimeess. Sita glorr of mv house, 

Sheds on me an added lustre as she weds a godlike spouse, 

True shall be my phshted protnise, Sna dearer lhari my life, 

It on by worth and wond’rous Valour shall be Rama’s fanhTuI wife ' 

( traot ns leav*. O royal »r<*r, tyrant os blessings kind and fair, 

Lnroys mounted on my chanot lo Avodhya shall repair, 

Thjy shall I'leak lo Rama’s father glotinis feat by Rama done, 

They shall speak to Djsa ratha, SiU « by valour won, 

They shall sat ‘he noble princes safety lim within our walls, 

* Iny shall ask hm by his presence to adorn oar palace halls ’ “ 
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Plfssed at heart the sage assented, envO )5 by the monarch sent, 
lo A>odhya’s distant city with the royal message went. 


Ill 

The Embassy to Ayodhya 

Three theas jottsuey vaith thertsteedsCitsgvsedaTiiJspeT^t, 

Liivoys from Mithila’s monarch to Ayodhya’s city went, 

And by roval mandate hidden stepped withm the palace hall, 

Wliere the ancient Dasa tatha sat mth peers aod courtiers aU, 

And Mill greetings and obeisance spake their message calm and bold, 
Softly fell tlieir gentle accents as tbeit happy tale they told. 

* Greetings to thee, mighty monarch, greetings to each priest and peer, 
Wislics for thy health and safety from Videha’s king we bear, 

Janak monarch of Videha for thy happy life hath prayed, 

And the Viswa micra’s bidding words of gladsome message said , 

“Known on earth my plighted protmse, spoke by heralds near and far,-~ 
He shall w'' peerless Sita who shall bend my bow of war,— » j 

M 'narchs came and princely suitor' chiefs and warriorsknown to fame, 
lijflled in their fruitless eflbrC left Mithih in their shame, 

Hama came with gallant Laksbman hy their proud preceptor led, 
llentand broke themighty weapon, he the beauiious bride shall wed ! 

Rama strained the rseapon Stoutly nil it snapped and broke m twain, 
111 the concourse of the monarebs, in the throng of arm^d men, • 

Kama wins the peerless princess by the righteous will of Heaven, 

I S'cdeeTn my phsbati paoTnaa*— bft Vby k\Qd permission given i 
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Mofla/rh oX Koaala’s counlty ! t»i b each lotd and peet and pnest, 

^\ elcome to Mithib s ciiy, welcome to V idcha's least, 

Joy »bce in the Rama s Uiumpb joy thee with a fathet’s pride, 
l/:t each prince o( proud kosala win a fair Videha bride I ’ 

These by Viswa mitra’s bidding ate the words our monarch said, 
This by Saia iianda s couo'cl »s the quest that he hath made " 

ijoyful was Kosala's monarch, spake to chtefiains in the halt, 

Varna deta and \ asishtha and to priests and Brahmans all 

‘ Pnesls and peers 1 m far Miihib, so these friendlj entoys tell, 
Righteous Raaia, gallant Laskhman, mthe royal palace dnell. 

And our brother of \ ideha pr les Rama’s wirlike pride 
To each prince of proud Kosala yields a lair Videha bride. 

If It please ye, priests and chieftain*, speed we In Muhila fair, 
^^OIld renowned is JanaV sTittue, Heaven insp ted his learning rare' 

Spake each peer and holy Brthman ‘ Dasa ratha s will be done ! ” 
Spake the king unto the e iToys * Fart we niih the tisini; sun f " 

Honoured with a regal honour welcomed to n rich repast 
Ciifted envoys from Mithiladay and night in gladness passed I 


IV 

Mectisg ef Jaule and Dasa ratha 

On Ayodhya s tower and turret now the Rofden mormng woke, 
l)Va ratha gut by courtiers thus to wise Sumantia spoke 

B d the keepers of my treasure with their wngcons lead the wjy, 
Ric^c IB front with royal riches, go'd and gems m bright array. 
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Bid my warnors skilled m duly lead the four fold ranks of war, 
Elephants and nobIt: chargers, serried foot and battle car. 

Bid my faithful chariot driver harness quick each car of state, 

With the fleetest of my coursers, and upon my orders wait 

Vama-deva and Va«ishlha versed in Vedn’s ancient lore, 

Kasyapa and good Jabah sprung from holy saints of yore, 

Markandeya in his glnry, Katyayana in his pride, 

Let each priest and proud preceptor with KosaU’s monarch tide, 

Harness to my royal chariot strong and stalely steeds of war. 

For the enroj s speed My journey and the way is long and far " 

With each priest and proud retainer Dasa ratha led the way, 

Glittering ranks of forces followed in ilieir four fold dread array, 

Four days on the way they journeyed till they reached Videha's land, 
Janale with a courteous welcome came to greet the royal band 

Joyously Videha's monarch greeted every priest and peer, 

Greeted ancient Dasa ratha m Ins accents soft and clear 

"Hist thou come, my royal hrolher, on mv hnnse to yield tliy "rare, 
Hast ihou made a peaceful journey, pride of Raghu’s royal rice ? 

Welcome I for Mithih's pepple seik my royal guest to greet, 

Welcome 1 for thy sons of valour longtheir loving sire to meet, 

Welcome too the priest Vasishthi versed the Vtdt's incient lore, 
Welcome every rigtiteous rnht sprung from holy saints of yore I 

^^nd my evil fites ore vanquished ind my nee is sinctified. 

With the warlike nee of Raghu thus in loving bonds allied, 

Sacrifice and rites aiispicioijs we ordian with rising sun. 

Ere the evening’s darkness closes, happy nuptials shall be done I ’• 

Ihus in kind ard courteous ncccnls Janak spake Ins purpose high, 
And Ills royal love responding UasataUia made reply , 
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(»ift betoVens s;ivet ^ bounty — so our mcierit sa"ps sin? — 

V 111 thy righteous fame and virtue jjrace and gift, Videlia’s king I 

iVotld renowned is Jsnak'shoanl), Heaven insp red his hol> grace, 
\nd "C take his boon and blessing ts an honour to our race 1 

Rojal grace and kin^lj greetings marked the ancient monarch's a^ord, 

1 link ivith a graceful (Pleasure Dasa ralba s ansiver heard, 

^nrt the Brahmans and preceptors jojrusly the midnight spent, 

^nd in CO iserse pure and pleasant and in sacred sweet content 

R "htenua Rama galfant t akshman pionslv (heir father greet 
Dul)’ make iheir deep obeisance, humbly loucli hit royal feet, 

A id the night is filled mih gladness for the king reaered and old, 
Honoured by the sa mly Janak, greeted by his children bold, 

f)a >lithifa a truer and tiirre* stars their s lent vigils keep 
\\ hen i.ach sacred rite completed, Janak seeks his inghily sleep 


V 


The Preparation 

AH his four heroic princes now with Rasa ralha stayed 
1 1 Mithih s ancient city, and iJieir fathers will obeyed, 

T hilher came the bold Yudhnjit prince of proud Kaikeya s line, 

O I the day ihat Dasa ralha made his o'fis of gold and Cine, 

And he met Ihe ancient monarch for hi* health and safely prayed, 
^fl(le his bow and due obeisance and in gentle accents said 

‘ Usi, O kin"' my royal father, monarch of Ka keya's race, 

Sc ids hij kindly lore and greetmgs with Ins blessings and his grace, 

\ 
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Ani! he ask<? if Da« ruin prntpers in lii« wonted health, 

If Ins friends and fond relations Iwe in happiness and iieaUh 

Q ieen Kiifceyi is my sister, and to see her son I eime, 

Itliarat pimce of peerless virtue, worthy of his fslliet s fame, 

Ave, to see that youth oF valour, by my royil father sent, 

To Ajodhya’s incicnl city with anxious heart I went, 

To the city of Mnhila, — thus did alt thy sutijecls s^y — 

With his sons and with Ins kinsmen Dasa ratiia makes liis sta}. 

Hence in haste I iourneyed hnber, travelling late and earl) dawn, 
Jor to do thee due obeisance and to greet my sistet’s son I " 

^oake the vfiuna and prpud Katkeya dear and duly greet'd guest, 
Hasa taVha on Viis hiother choicest gilts and honours pressed 

Rrichtiv dawned the hapoy morning and Kosala’g kmg of fame 
Wtlli Ills suns and wire Visishtiia to the sacred )ojna came, 

Rama and hii gallant brothers decked in gem and jewel hriahf, 

In th’ auspicious hour of mornm^ did the blest ntir. 

And he'tde iheir royal father piously the princes stood 
And to fair Videha’s monarcli spake Vasishtha w isC and good 

“ Dasa ratba waits expectant with each proud and princely son. 

Walls upon the bounteous giver, for each holy rite is done, 

'Twixt the civer and ihe t?ker sacred word is sacred deed, 

Seal with gift thy plighted promise, let the nuptial ntcs pioceed ’’ 

1 hos the righteous smiled Va'ishthi to Vidcha's monarch pnjed, 
Janak versed to holy Vtdti thus m courteous accents said 

“ Where/ore waits ihe king expectant? Free to him this roial dome. 
Since my kingdom is his empire and my httlitce is hii home, 

A-iid Ah* sespt**\dwt dAo,* *acl\ food Kiulaka rile, 

I^eatiiing in tiieir bridal beauty tread the sacnScial site I « 
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1 beside the li£;hted ahtr win upon ihv sacred hesf, 

And auspicious is the moment, sn,e \aii>l»u a knows the rest, 

1 et the peerless Dssa ntha proud Kosala’s Vinp of nueht, 

With his son* and honoured sages enter on the holy site. 

Let the nshteous *a?e Vastshlha, spruns from Vedic saints of old. 
Celebrate the happy wedding , be the sacred manfrat told 1 ’ 


VI 

The Weddmff 

faige Vasishtht skilled in duty placed Videha’s honoured king, 

Vuwi mitra, Sata nanda, all withm the sacred ring, 

And he raised the holy altar as the ancient writs ordun 

Decked and graced with scented garhnds grateful uiiio gods and men, 

And he set the aolden hdles vases p creed hy irlisls skilled 
Holy censers fresh and fngram, cups with sacred honey filled, 

Sfifiii howls and shining siUers, r phles for honoured guesh 

Pirch^J nee arraOjjed in dishes, com unhasked that filled the rest, 

And with caret il hand Vasishtha grass around the altar flung, 

Offered gilt to lighted Agvi and the sacred nianlra sung ! 

boftly '■ame the s reel eyed S la — bridal blush upon her brow, — 
Rama in his manly beauty came to take the sacred vow, 

Janak placed his beauteous daughter facing Dasa raiha's so i. 

Stoke wiih father's fond emotion and the holy rite was done 

This II Si/ I child of/tniky de irer unto ht n ih-in hft 
{^uejorth sh irer o/ thy itrlue, he she,f>rvict, th^ J^ithfnl uije, 
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Of th) 'll eat and -i ne p irfaler, le she tktne in every land, 

Cherish her in joj and sorrow^ tUisp her hand ipUkin thy hand. 

As the sh idoiV to iht sul stance, taker lord is faithful ui/e, 

And my istla best of women follows thee in de ith or life f 

TeifS bedew his ancient bosom, gods and men his wishes share, 

And he sprinkles holy water ou the blest and wedded pair 

Next he turned to Siti’s sister, Urmih of beauty rare, 

And to Likshman }oung and valiant spake in accents soft and fair : 

“ Lahshman, dauntless in thy dull, loted of men and Gods above. 

Take my dear devoted daughter, Urmtla of stateless late, 

Lakshman, f'arless in thy virtue, takeihy true and faithful tn/e, 

ClMp hit Aandwi/Ain thy fingeTs, be she Mine tn dtalhor lift I' 

To bis brotbeT’s child Mondivi, Janak turned wjih father’s lose, 
Vielded her to righteous Bharat, prayed forblcsMngs from above : 

•’ Bharat, lake the fur Mandxvi, he she fkme in death or life. 

Clasp her k tnd wtlhin tky fingers as thy true and futhful stife /“ 

I^^st of ill vas Sruta knti, fair in form and fur m face, 

And her gentle name was honoured for her acts of righteous grace^ 

" Take her by the hand, Sntnighna be she thine in death or life, 

As the sh tdow to the substance, to her lord ts futhful wife I ’ 

Then the princes held the maidens, hind embraced in loving haod^ 
And Vasishtha spake the mantra, holiest priest in all the land. 

And as ancient nte ordaineth, and as sacred law* require, 

Stepped each bride and princely bridegroom round thealtar’shghteijfire, 

Round Videha’s ancient monarch, round the holy nshts all, 

^'Shii's msfifctw, pro^fy^ sccppftf ik-c pceaccs tsU •' 
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And T rain of flowers descended from the sky serene and fair, 

And a soft cefestiaf music fiJfcd the fresh and frigraitt air, 

I riftht Gundftafvns stiiHed 1 1 music wiked the sireei celesiis! song. 
Fair Aps irtis in iheir bemly on ilie i,reen suard tripped along ' 

As the flnwery ri n descended and the nitis c rose m pride, 

Fljrice around lli“ lighted altar every bridegrooni led bis bride. 

And the nuptial r tes nere ended princes look their brides awaj, 
janak fuUoned with Ins courtiers, and the tuv»n was proud and gay{ 


t II 

Retom to Ayodfaya 

M ith his wedded sons and daii-hiers and his liiiard m bright array, 
Icsibe famed and (air Ayodhya, Dasa tailia held his nay. 

And they reached the ancient city decked mih banners hricht and brave, 
And the voice of drum and trumpet bailed ibe home returning brave 

Fragrant blossoms strewed the pathway song of welcome filled the air, 
Joyous men and merry women issued fotih in garments fair, 

And they i Tied up their frees and they waved their hands on high, 
\ndlliey raised the voice of welcome as their rigbicoiisking drew ni^h 

Ciretied by his loving sul jects welcomed by his priests of fain^ 

^)asa raiha wuh the i rlnct-s to his ba| py cii> canu, 

A\ ith the brides and slitely princes m the town he held his way, 

4 Mtetcd slow his loft) 1 alace blight as peak of Iliinahy 

Ou'en Kauraya Hessed with virtue. Queen Kaikeyi in her pride, 
Q-etn Suiniua sircelly lovin,, greeted crery happy bride, 



Soft e}ed Sita noWe destined, Utmila of spotless fame, 

^faiioavi and Sruta kirli to their loving mothers came 

Decked in silk and queenly garments they performed eacli piou« rite, 
Jirou,,ht their bicssinijs on ii>c household, boned to Gods of liol) tm^hi, 

Bowed to all the honoured elders, blest the children witli their love. 
And with soft and sweet etideirment by thtir losing consorts moved 

Happy w»re the wedded princes peerless in their warlike might, 

And they dwelt in stately mansions like KuitK/t’s mansions bright, 

I/)ving wife and troops of kiiisin‘‘i>, wealth "ind glor) on them wait, 

1 dial love and fond airection sanctify ^icir happy fate 

Once when on the palace chambers bright the golden morning woke, 
To Ins son the gentle Bliarat, thus the incient monarch spoke 

" Know, my son, the prince k^ikeya, ^ odvjn of warlike fame. 

Queen Kaikeyi s honoured brodier, from his disiain regions came, 

He hath come to nke ifiee, Bhini, fo Kaike)as monarch hold 
Go mid stay with them a season, greet thy gtandsire loved of old ' 

Blunt heard with filial tiuiy md he hastened to obev, 

Took with him tlie young Satniglina in his gtandsire » home to sta}, 

And from Rami and from I ikshmm pitted they 'nth man} i leir, 

J torn their young and gentle consorts, from Ihtir parents ever dear, 

And Kmkeyi with the princes, with his guatris mid troopers pay, 

*io his father's western regions gladsome held lus onward way 

Rama with i pious duty, — fivonred by the Gods above, — 

'i ended still his ancieiu father with a never faltering love, 

In Ins father’s sicred mandiic still hn noblest Duly sur, 

In the weal of subj-ct nitions recognised his foremost Lan 1 

And he pleased Ins hippy mother with a fond md fill'd cire, 

And hjs fcld^s and his kinsmen with devotion soft and lair, 
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Brnhmans blessed the n:»hleoas R^ma for bis faith in gods abote, 
People in ihi lovin and bamlei blessed him with tiieir lojal love ' 

With a ivoman’s whole a{r*cl«on fond and trusting Sila toved, 

And witiiiii her fatthful 6o»oai loitng Rama Jived and moved, 

And he loved her, for their parents chose her as his faithful wife, 
Loved her for her peerless beaotf, for her true aod trustful life, 

I oied and dwelt within her bosom though he wore a form apartj 
Kama in a sweet communion bred in Siia’s loving heart 1 

Day* of joy and months of ghdness o’er the gentle Sita flew, 

As she like the Quett or Beavtv bti^htcr m her graces grew. 

And as Vishnu with his consort dwells in sVies, alone, apart, 
Rama m a sweet commumoo lived lu Sua’» loving bean I 



BOOK II 


VAKA GAMANA ADESA 


(Tkt Bantihrfnf) 

T he erents narrated m this Book occupy scarcely iro days 
*1118 descnptiofi of Rama’s pnncely virtues and the rejoicings 
at his proposed coronation, with which the l>ooV begins, contrast 
Tsith much dramatic force and effect with the dark mtngues which 
follow, and which end in his cruel lianishment fnr fourteen years 
Th" portions translated in this Hook form Sections t , ii , vi , and 
Til , portions of Sections z to ziii, andtlie nbole of Section aTiii. 
of Book \i of the ori^iaat text 


I 

The Cooocil COBveoed 

Thus the young and brave Satrcghna, Bharat ever true and bold, 
Went to warlike western regions where Kaikeyas lived of old, 

B here the ancient Aswa pati ruled his kingdom broad and fair, 
Hailed the sons of Dasa ratha with a grandsire’s loving care. 

Tended with a fond affection, guarded with a gentle sway, 

Still the princes of their father dreamt and thought by night and day, 

And th-ir father m Ayodhya, great of heart and stoutbf hand. 
Thought of Bharat and Satru^aa hriag in Kaiks)*a’$ land 





^nawrail 


iS • tries of ancient jncm 

Tor Ills great and gallant princes were to him his life and Ughfi 
ere a intt ol Dasa raiha lihe his hands ami arms of mii,ht, 

r>it of ah his righteous child cn righteous Rama won his heart, 

SVr a\ Ain nu of all creature^, was his dearest, holiest part, 

r ir his Rann strong and statelv was his eldest and his best, 

I lid of cr<.rj baser passion and mrh cicry virtue blest ! 

h ft in speech n-date and pc-cetul, seeking sMll the ho jr path, 

C^lm in conscious north and valour, taunt nor cavil waked his nnlh, 

I I the field nf rar eacelhn- Ixitlcsl warrior midst the hold, 

III the palace chambers rousing on the tales b) elders told, 

I iilhfol trt the iTxeaird learned tmtMn) in hiv deed and unriJ, 

Isinn dritly loved his people and hi$ people loved their lord I 

T ' the Tlrahmans p tre ami hol^ Rama dne oh^iaai ee made, 

T 1 the poor ami to the helpless deeper love and honour paid, 

^ irit nf hir rice rnd nation was to Inch sooled Pama cnen, 

J lioUghis that widen human j,lon deeds that ope llie gaus of bearen I 

N It intent on uVe cat l Rama spake with purpose high, 

A d the tijd of spteeb might cii\> when he spahe or made rep y, 

I I the learning of the I Jas h "hesi raced and glory won 

1 1 the skill cf arms tlic father scarcely matched ihe gallant son ' 

I a Tght hr 'ig's -nd hv elders in the inannera of liia race, 

Kama grew in s >ciaV virtues and each soft endearing grace, 

Tmght I r intior i p*id“ r*i f wivdo-a patient piTtpn»“ to conceaf, 

]>ee,> detcrniined war his vftort, daunif'vs was his s cut will f 

1 ctle«v In h s 1 and ea'onr steed and elephant to larae, 

Jiiui I ess leader of his forces, matehlcss m his wailikc fame, 

n -!fr tfoi^i and hot f-r d i*r d i! the r gh*eoiis Pama mcv., 

J ) ti V toil and by 1 IS viitutt s ill he auun'ii his j -oi 'a’s lore I 



The 


111 1 ratha marled liis Rama with each kindly virtue blest, 

And from life long ro>al duties now he sought repose and rest . 

“ S I see mv son anomted, seated on Kosala's throne, 

III the evening of my life time ere iny days o*i earth be done, 

S nil I phee my ancient emo re fn the youthful Rama’s care, 

S-ek for me a higher duly and prepare for life more fair ? ' 

Pondering thus within his hosoni couns'*! from his courtiers sought, 
And to crown his Rama, Regent, was his purpo'e and his thought, 

For atiance signs and duene tokens now anoeared on earth and «ky, 
Vid his fading Strength and vigour spoke his end approaching nij,U, 

And he witn-rsed Rama's nrliies filling all the world wuh love 
As the ftl) moon's radiant lustre fills the earth from skies above } 

D»nr to him appeared his purpose, Rama to his people dear, 

Pr vale wish and public duty made hts path serene and clear, 

^>isa ratha called his Council, summoned chiefs from town and plant, 
1\ elcotned too ftotn distant regions monarchs and the kings of men, 

Mansions meet for prince and chieftain to his guests the momreh grv?. 
Uracious as the Lord of Creatures held the gathering rich and brave 1 

KathJpss to Kosala’s Council rror Videhn’s nonarch earner 
Nor the wirlike chief Kaikeja, Aswa pati king of fam**. 

To those kines and near T-'latinn^ ancient t)is3 ntha meant, 
Message of the proud anointment with his greetings would be sent 

T rightly dawned the day of cithenng , in the Infiv Council Hall 
Statel) chiefs and ancient burghers came and mustered one and all. 


« And each prince and pfCr was seated on his cushion nch and high, 
And on monarch Dasa ratha eager turned his anxious eye, 
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11 

The People Consulted 

W ilh the voice of pealing thunder Da$a nihv spike to all, 

To the princes and the burghers gathered jn A> odh> a’s hall 

“ Known to all the race of Raghu rules »h« empire broad and fair, 
And hath ever loved and cherished subjects with a father’s cate 

In my father’s footsteps treading I have sought the ancient path, 
Nursed my people as mj childrcu, free front passion, pride and uraih, 

■Underneath ihis "hue ombr<‘lla, seated on this rojil throne 
1 have toiled to win their welfare and my task i$ almost done I 

Years have passed of buitful labour, years of work by fortune blest, 
And the evening of my Me xme needs, n>y fnends, the evening's rest. 

Years hate passed in iraichful effort, Law and Doty to uphold, 

Lfforl jiccding sUengUv and prowess,— and my feeble limbs are oldl 

Peers and bunthers, let your roonar'h, now his lifelong labour done. 
For the weal of loving subjects on his empire seat his son, 

Iadrs like in peerless valoLr, ftsi$ like in holy tore, 

Rama follows Dasa ratha, but in virtues stands before ! 

Throned in Pushya’s constellation shines the moon wilh fuller hghtj 
Throned to rule his (aihet's empire Rama wios a loftier might, 

ite will be your graeiouj monarch favoured well I y Portunes Queek, 
By his virtues and tus valour lord of earth he might have been I 

Speak yourkhoughi and from this bosom hfta load of toil and tire. 
On the proud throne of cay (athen let roe place a peerless heir, 



Spealc your thought, mj chiefs and people if this purpose please jou wellj 
Ot if wiser, better counsel m your wisdom ye can tell. 

Speak your thought without compulsion, though this plan to me be dear, 
If some middle course were wiser, if some other way were clear I " 

Gathered chieftains hailed the mandate with applau<es long and loud, 
As the peafowls hail the thunder of the dark and laden cloud, 

And the gathered subjects echoed loud and long the welcome sound, 
*1 ill the voices of the people shook the sky and solid ground I 

Bnhmans versed in laws of doty, chieftains m their warlike pride, 
Countless men from town and hamlet heard the mandate farand widej 

And they met m consultation, joyously with one accord, 

Freely and in measured accents, gave their answer to their lord . 

** Years of toil and watchful labour weigh upon thee, king of men, 
Young in years is righteous Rama, Hew and Regent let him reign, 

We would see the princely Rama, Heir and Regent duly made, 

Riding on (he royal (usker tii the white umbrella s shade 1” 

Searching still their secret purpose, seeking still theirthought to know, 
Sjialce again the ancient monarch in his measured words and slow 

“ I would know your inner feelings, loyal thoughts and whispers lend, 
For a doubt within me lingers and a shadow clouds my mind, 

1 rue to Law and true to Duty while I rule this kingdom fair. 

Wherefore would you see my Rama sealed as the Regent Heir?” 

‘ W« would see him Heir atrd Regent, Dasa niha, ancient lord, 
tor Uis heart is blessed with valour, virtue marks his deed and worij, 

Lu'er not msn id -rJ/ the mde earth tekd excels the sanftless yoi^thf 
Li Ips loyally to Dutj, in his love of righteous Truth, 





. . sraii^ ^ 


* Erics AM> Ui\s or ancicnt imiia 

•Truth impel* his thousht nnd action. Troth inspires his soul irilh grace, 
And Ins virtue >hc wide earth and exalts litsi ancient race ' 

Ensht Immortals know his \aloar , wuh his lirother IjkshmiO told 
He hath never fittled to conquer hostile tuvni UT castled iiold, 

And rcturnini; from his bvliles horn the duties nf the war, 

Kidin^ 0(1 hts rdjal tUsUr or tics alhresisilcss car, 

As ft father to hi* children to his lovmi; men he came, 
lJle»sedourlioni«sft"d uixidsand matrons tdloorinfaiiis lisped his name, 

For OUT humhle "oes and ironbles Rainx hiih the ready tear, 

Uoour humble of suflemii; Uania lends Ins willing eat ' 

Happy 18 the royal father who hath such a nshteous son, 

1 of 111 town and “’art and hamlet every heart inib Kama won, 

Eurchers and the toilmij tillers talcs of Rama’s kindness say, 

Man and infant, nuid and nwiroii, morn and eve for Ranu pf‘>i 

To the Gods and bncbl Immortals we our loiiinst wishes send. 

May the good a'ld godlike Rama on lus (atlict's tlirone ascend, 

tireat m gifts and great m glory, Rima doth our hoimge own, 

^^c would see <l‘^ princely Rama seated ou his father's thruntfl’* 


HI 

The City Decorated 

AVilh hu consort pious Rama, pure in deed and pure in Ihousl’l* 
^fier evening’s due ablutions NaKAVAnas chainbcr suuclit, 

I’rtycd unto the land of Creatures, Xara\av\ Ancient Sue, 
Flaccd his oCfttii'S «n his forehead, |>ourcd ij on the Jiolitcd 



TOE RA3fA\ASA * 

P o'tsl> pirtoolc the remnant, ^ou^ht for Narwana's aid, 

As he kept hts fast and vigiU on the grass of Ausa spread 

U nh her lord the saintlj Stta sdent passed the sacred night. 
Contemplating World’s Preserver, Lord of Heaven** ethereal height, 

And within the sacred chimheron (he grass of iua by, 

T ill the cnmsoii streaks of mormn,, ushered in the festive ^ay, 

T ill the rejal bards and nvrnstrcls chmted forth the morning call 
Penliog through the hoi/ chin ber, echoing through the rojal hilt. 

Pist the night of sicred vtgiU m h«s silken robes nrnted 
Messag** of the uroud anoinmenl Rama to the Brahmans said, 

And the Brahmins spake to burghers thil the fesln® div ns com», 
Till the mart and crowded pat »«»ay rang with note of pipe and dram^ 

\nd the tnrrnsm“n heard re|nicing of the vigils of the night, 

Kept hj Rima and hy Sita for the d3>*s auspicious rite 

•Uimi ^Inll he Heir ind Regent, Rami shill he crowned to-dir — 
Ripid flew the ghddenmg message with the morning’s ghdsome ray, 

And the people nf the city, mud and matron, man and boy, 
Decorated fair Ajodhya in their wild tumultuous joy I 

f>i the temple’s lofty steenlehigh as cloud above th“ air, 

0 1 tlie crossing of ihepathwajs, m the garden green and fair, 

On the merchini's imp1e warehouse, on the shoo wnh stores displajed, 
On the mansion of the noble by the cunning artist made, 

0 1 the gay and bright pivihon on the high and shidy trees. 

Pinners rose and glittering streamers, flags that fluttered in the breeze I 

Actors giy and nimble dancers singers skilled m lightsome son'’, 

W ith their antics and their music pleased the gay and gathered throag, 

Aotf the peopfe met in concfives, spake cf Rima, Regent ffeir, 

Aud the children by tlie road-side lisped of Rama braie and faicl 
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W omen wot* ibe scented garhnd merry maids the censer lit, 

Jlen with broom and spnnVled water swept the spacious mart and street, 

Rows of trees and posts they planted huim with lamps for com ns; night. 
That the midnight dark rai^ht rival splendour of the noonday light I 

Troops of men and mvry chddrcn laboured with a loving care, 
tVoman s sUiU and woman s fancy made the city passing fair, 

So that good snd kindly Rama mi«ht hispeotile’s toil opprore 
So that sweet and soft eyed Sita might accept her peoples lote * 

1 Grn ips of joyous townsmen gathered m the square or Infiy hill, 
Praised the monarch Disa ratha, regent Rinia ycung and till 

t' Great md good 1$ Dm 'atha horn of Raghn's rorat rice, 
lo the fulness of his lifetime cm his son he grants his grace, 

And we hail the rite luspieious for o«r prince of peerless miaht, 

He will guard us by hts valour, he will site our cherished right, 

i)eax unto his loving hrothers m h>s fail cr’s pnlice hall, 

As is Rima to his brothers dear is R-ima to us all 

Lcng live ancient Disa mha V tig of Rvghu s royil ncp, 

Me shall see his son anointed by his fathers righteous grace! 

Thus of Rami s consecmtion spake the burghers one and all, 

And the men fiom d slant hamlets poured within the city will, 

From the confines of the empire, north md south and west and east. 
Came to see the consecration and lo share the rojal feast I 

And the rolling tide of nations ra sed their voices loud and high, 

^.ii,e the tide of sounding ocean when the lull moon lights the sky, 

And Ayodhya ihrcnged by people from the hamlet, mart and lea, 

W ^s tumultuous like the ocean tbronoCd h> creatures of the sea I 
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IV 

Intrigoe 

In the inner piJice chirtiher stood the proud and peerless queen. 
With a mother’s jny Kaikeyi gaily watched the festive scene, 

But with deep tnd deadly hatred Manthan, her nurse and maid, 
Marked the city bright rsith baoners, and in scornful accents said 

"Take thy presents hack* Kaikeyi, for they ill befit the day, 

And when clouds of sorro v darken, 01 beseems thee to be gay, 

\nd thy folly troves my huchter ihoush an anguish wakes my sigh, 
lor a gladness stirs thy bosom when thy greatest woe is nigh 1 

Who that hath a woman’s wisdom, who that is a prudent wife, 

Smiles in joy when prouder rival triumphs in the race of life, 

ITnw can hapless Q ii'en Kaikevi greet this deed of darkness dnm*, 
When the favoured Queen Katealja wins the empire for her son ? 

Know the truth O witless woman I Bharat is unmatched in fame, 
Rama, deep and darkiv Jealous dreads tliy Bharat's naal claim, 

Voiinger 'La\«hman with devotion doth on eldest Rama wail, 

Voung Satrughna with afiection foUoivs Bharat’s lofty fate, 

Ramt dreads no nsms; danger from the twin", the youngest horn. 

But thy Bharat’s claims and virtues fill his jealous heart with scorn J 

Trust me, queen, tl y Bharat’s metils are ton well and widely known, 
And he stands too near and closely by a rival brother’s throne, 

Rama hath a wnlfhke wisdom and a fan5 to reach the foe 
And I tremble for thy Bharat, Heaven avert untimely woe I 

Happy 13 the Queen Katisalya, thev will soon anoint her son, 

Bbeu on Pushja’s constellation gaily rides to-morrow’s moon, , 
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Hai.pv .«= xh- Q «een KiuwIti m Iw' tes^^ po'«'' ®’Y'' 

\t»d kaiUj 1 l.le a bond s.avc mast oi»on her nral wait : 


W ill thnn do her di e ohei^ics a^ we 
A\ ill lliy proud and p »»c-l> Bharat as 


hm ihle women do, 

hts brother s h*nchman ^o, 


\\ ill thv Bhim’a cenil- cmtsott. fnr^t pnoc-ss m this land, ^ 
In her tears and in her anem»h wa t on SitV» proud commanO 


\\ .Ih ■> onma* .corotol met M.mhin [.rocliimed her tnef, 
W ith a maiher s lov e for Rama thus Kaikeyi answered briel 


‘ \\ 'nl insrires thee, wicked woman thus I 
s nil not Rama, li*st and eldest, hll bis fa* 


ml m hitter tone, 
:x > ropl throne. 


W bat alarm> thee, crooked woman, m the hipn, rites hes;un, 
is lall not Rama ..uard hts bro hers as a father ^oard» h s sor 

\nd when RimVa rei-n isoeer shatl not Gads mv Bharat speed, 

\nd by law and ancient coatom shall not yonnier son ^acce-u, 

In the present hh$> of Rima and in Bharat's fiiuiTe hope. ^ 

>\ hat offends thee, <en>elcss woman, wherefore dost thou id!> mope 


n-ar IS Rama ai my Bharat, erer d iteous in his \ravs, 

Rama honours Queen Kansalya loftier honour to me pavs, 

Rama’« realm is Bharai’s kinsdom nihnt: partners th“r shall 
tor hiniseU than for his brothers Rama owns no deeper lose 

‘=^corn and an~er «honk her pwnn and her hosnri heaved a sigh, 

As in wilder, fiercer acemis Manihara thus made reply 

W hat inaer«3te ra-’C or madness clouds thv heart andWinds tlnne eje 
Courting thus ih> own disaster, courting dancer dread and hi^h, 

W I at dark foil) clouds ih* vasion to the workincs of thv foe, ^ 
Ha:eoless th us to seek destmction and to sink in gulf of woe 

Know fair queen, by law and cn»tom, *on a'cends tl e throne cf pndi 
Irma’s son succcedeih Kama, luckless Bharat steps aside. 
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Brothers do not share a kinstdom, nor can one b} one succeed, 

^bghty were liie civil discord if such custom Here decreed I 

1 or to stop nil war and tumult, thus the ancient Hws ordain, 

LIdcsi son succeeds his father, )o^iiger ciisldren n«j not reign, 

Bharat barred from Rama's empire, vainly decked wiili royal grape, 
bfiendless, joyless, long shall wander, alien from hts land and race I 

T hog hast borne the princely Bharat, nursed him from thy gentle breast, 
To a queen and to a mother need a prince’s claims he pressed, 

To a thoughtless heedless mother must I Bharat’s virtues plead, 

Must the Queen Kaikeji witness Queen Kausalaja’* son succeed ’ 

TtM*t thy old and faithful woman who hath nursed thee, voiithfiil queen, 
And til great and princely houses many darksome deeds hatli seen, 

rrit<t mj word, the wilj Rama for Ins spacious empire s good, 

Soon mil banish friendless Bharat and secure his peace »iiii b'ood I 

Thou hast sent the righteous Bharat 10 Ih) ancient father’s land, 

A|id Satiu^hna youn^ and valiam doth beside his bruiher stand, 

Young in years and generous hearted, they will grow in mutual Ic"e, 

As the love of elder Kama doth 111 Lakshiiian’s busuin inuie 

Y ning companions grow m friendship, and our ancient legends tell. 
Weeds protect a forest monarch which the woodman’s oxe would fell. 

Crowned Rama unto Lakshman will a loving brniher prove, 

But for Bharat and Satru^hna, Rama’s bosom onus no lore, 

And a danger thus arisetli if the elder wins the throne, 

Haste thee, heedless Queen KaiLeyi,saTe the }ouiij;cr and ihj sonl^ 

Speak thy mandate to thj hushgnd, let ihy Bharat rule at home, 
lo tne deep and pathless jungle let the liaaiehcd Ratna roam. 
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Th.s r,ll pIO!e thy nna.M blh«>nd thy ftthtft '‘"''’"f'";’ „ , 
Tti.s ..11 5l=.t= the rghleout phopK Bhahtt ki'O"" "h E"''= ' 

.waV thy mindite to thy hosVnd ttin thy ’ '”Pf J. 

)t>Qm hm. not to Rama’s scf^ice or his unrelenting hate, 

>t not Rama in his rancour shed a younger brother’s bl^, 

\s the lion slays the tiger in the deep and echoing wood 

t\1lh the maeic of thy heauly thou hast won thy monareh’s heart, 
Queen Kausalya’s bosom ranVUs with a woman $ secret smart, 

L-t her not with woman’s rengeance turn upon her prou^r foe, 

And as crowni J Rama’s mother wnge her in Kaikeyv s woe, 

Marl, my word, my child Kaikest. much lhe<e 

Rama s rule i> death ‘o Bharat, insult to tn> honoured queenl 

Like a slow but deadly poison worked the ancient nm<ie s tf'". 

And a wife’s undying impulse mingled wuh a molhet's tears, 

Deep w.ih.n Ka.keyi s bosom worked a '^""'=‘j'’V^“’"’‘Vl!heSichU 
Speechless m her scern and anger mourner s dark retreat she so g 


The Queens Demand 


Rims shall he crowned at «nmtse. ^o did royal Kirds proclaim. 
Ever) rue arranged and ordered, Dasa raiha homeward came, 


To the fairest of his consorts, dearest to his ancient heart. 

Came ihe king Willi caver feladoe*s joyful message to 1 

Radiant as ihe Lord of Midnight, ere the ^ 

Came the old and ardent monarch her^Jless of bii 
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Through the shidf pabee garden where the peacock wandered free. 
Lute and lyre poured forth tbetr musi^ parrot flew froai tree to tree, 

Thr&oqh the corridor of creepers, painted rooms by artists done, 

And the halls where scented Cham/ak and the flaming Asok shone. 

Through the poiuco of splendour graced by sdser, tusk and cold, 
Kadiant with his thought of gladness walked the monarch proud and 
bold. 

Through the lines of scented blossoms which by limpid waters shone, 
And the rooms with seats of silrer, ivory bench and golden throne. 

Through the chamber of confection, where each viand wooed the taste. 
Every object to ptofusioo as to tegtoos of the blest, 

Through Kaifceyis inn»r closet lighted with a softened sheen, 

*\\ alked the kiug with eager loagiog,— but Kaikeyi was not seta I 

Thoughts of lore and gentle dalliance woke within his ancietDt hear^ 
And the magic of her b*^uty and the glamour of her an, 

tv iih a soft desire the monarch vamly sentched the vanished fair. 
Found her not in royal chamber, found her not in gay parterre! 

Filled with lore and longmg lancoor loitered not the radiant quceOj 
In bar soft voluptuous chamber, m the garden, grove or green. 

And he askea the faithful warder of Kaikeyi lored and lost. 

She who screed him with devotion and bis wishes never cros*, 

Soake the warder in his terror that the q««en with rage distraught, 
tv ecping silent tears of anguish bad the moumei's chamber sought! 

Thither flew the stricken monarch ; on the hare and onswept ground, 
Trembling with tumultous passioowas tbc Queen Kaikeyi found, ^ 

On the cold uncovered pavement «onowing by the weeping wife, 

' Yocng wife of an aocieut husband, dearer than bis heart aod life f 
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This Kill pleise thy ancient hther and thy father’s kith and V|n, 
Tins will please the righteous people, Bharat knows nogui e 


Sneak thy mandate to thy husSand win thy son a happy fate, 
Doom him not to Rama’s setsice or his unrelenting hate, 


Let not Rama in his rarconr shed a younger brother’s blood, 

As the lion slays the tiger in the deep and echoing wood I 

With the macic nf thy beauty thon hast won thy monarch’s heart. 
Queen Kausalya's bosom rankles with a woman’s secret smart, 

Let her not witli woman’s vengeance turn upon her prouder foe, 

And as crowned Rama's mother venge her in Kaikeyis woe, 

Mark my word, my child Kaikeyi much these ancient eves have seen, 
Raiiu s rule i» death to Bharat, insult to my honoured queenl 

1 ike a slow but deadly poison worked the ancient nurse’s tears, 

And a wife’s uiidyiOj, impulse mingled with a mother’s fears, 

Deep within Kaikeyi’s bosom worked a woman’s jealous ihouaht, 
Epcechless m her scctn and anger mourner’s dark retreat she sought. 


V 

The Queens Demand 

Rama shall he crowned at sunrise, so did royal bards proclaim, 
Every rite arranged and ordered, Dasa raxha homeward came. 

To the fairest of his consorts dearest to his ancient heart, 

Came the king with ea„er ^Hdne«s joyful message to i npart, 

Radiant as ihe Lord of Midnight, ere the eclipse casts its plontn, 
Came the old and ardent monarch heedless of hil darksome doom I 
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Throti^'h the sindy pihce garden where the pCTCocfc wandered (tee, 

1 ute and lyre puured forth Iheir music, parrot flew fro’ti tree to tree. 

Through the corridor of creepers, painted rooms by artists done. 

And the halls where scented C&atnpak and the flaming Asok shone, 

Tiirough the portico of splendour graced by silier, tusk and cold, 
Kadiaiit with his thought of gladness walked the monarch proud and 
bold. 

Through the lines of scented blossoms which by limpid waters shone, 
And the rooms with seats of silver, ivory bench and golden throne. 

Through the chamber of confection, where each viand wooed the taste. 
Every object in profusion as 10 regions of the blest, 

Thiouah Kaikeyi’s inner closet lighted with a softened sheen, 

'Walked the kiug with eager looging.^but Kaikeyi was not seen ! 

Thoughts of Inve and gentle dalliance woke within his ancient heart, 
And the magic of her beauty and the glamour of her art, 

With a soft desire the monarch vainly searched the vanished fair, 
Found her not in royal chamber, found her not m gay parterre I 

Filled with love and loncing languor loitered not the radiant queea. 
In her soft voluptuous chamber, id the garden, grove or green. 

And he asked the faithful warder of Kaikeyi loved and lost. 

She who sened him with devotion and his wishes never crost, 

Soake the warder in his terror that the queen with rage distraught, 
ecpmg silent tears of anguish bad the mourner'a chamber sought f 

‘ Thither flew the stricken monarch ; on the bare and unswept ground, 
Trembling with tumultous passion was the Queen Kaikeyi found, , 

On the cold uncovered pavement sorrowing lay the weeping wife, 

* Young wife of an ancient husband, dearer than bis heart and life f 
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L We a hrijlit ard hiossamins* cieeper rudely severed from the eatlJli 
Like a fallen fair /Ifsira, beameois nrinph of heavenij birth, 

I ke a female forest ranger hl“ed»ii;; from the hunter's dart, 

W iiom her mate ll»c forest luonaicli soothes with sjft endearing art, 

La% the queen in te-*rs of anjutshf And with 'tfeet and gentle word 
1 o the lotus ej cd lady «o*ily S| axe her loVthg lord { 

* Wherefore tiiu« rot Q leen and Empress «prrnw laden is Hit heart, 
1\ no uitli aarii)^ sh^fx or insult seeks (o ciuse thv bosom scnrc ? 

If soire unknown atlmen* puns thee evil spirit of the att, 

Skilled physicians wait upon thee, pnesu mih incantations fair, 

If from human foe some insult, wipe ihy tears and doom ins fatet 
R ch reward or royal sengeanee shall upon ths rnandat” "aic ' 

^\ il, thou doom to death ihe suilllesa free whom direst sms dehasB, 
\\ tit thoa 'ife the pooi nod toa)) or the proud and great disgrace, 

^peak and I and all my cotiriiers Queen Kukeyi s best obe\. 

For thy might is boundless Empress, bmuiess ihy regal sway 1 

Rolls riy chariot (vheel reroKcng from the sea to farthest ses, 

^nd the wide eanb is my empire, momrehs list my proud decree, 

Rations of the eastern tecions and of Smdhu s western wave, 
llrase Saurash ras and the races who (he ocean's, dangers brate, 

\ ansae, Ansas and Vac^dhas, warlike Mats) as of the west, 

Kasis and the southern nces, brave Kosalas Erst and best, 

Rations of my world wide emoire^ ncK in corn and sheep and kinet 
•.All shall sene my Queen Kaikeys and their treasures all ate thine, 

Speak, command lh> kings obedience, and thy wrath will melt away, 

* 1 ike the melting snow of winter *oeaih the sun's reritityg ray I ’ 

Blinded was the ancient husband at be lifted up her head, 

Heedless oath and word he plighted tl at her wish should be obey*d. 



THF HAVAYiS^ 


jr 

Scliemms for i fitil piirposp, ml> then kiiU)i smiled 

And by sacred oath and promise bound the monarcli love beguiled 

''Tfinu h?st auen Disa rathn trdth ind word and rorat oith 
Ihree and thirty Gods be witness, watchers of (lie riglittous truth 

Snn ard Moon and Stars be witness, Sk> and Day and sable Niehr 
Kolltng \\ orlds and tins our wide Tarth, and each dark and unseen wigh'r, 

M iiness Rangers of the forest, Ifniisehold Gods that miard us both 
Mortal beitii,s and Itrniortal,— Mnmess je the monarch’s oath ’ 

F V er faithful to his promise, ever iruihfnl m Ins word, 
liiia raiha grants my prayer. Spirits and the Gods have heard f 


Gill to mind O rijliteous monarch, days when in a bjgone strife 
t\arrin'» with thy foes Immortal thou badst almost lost fhy life, ' 


'\ilh a woman’s loving tendance poor Kaikevi cured thy vround 
I ill from death and danger rescued, thou rert by a promise bound 


T wo rewards my husband otTered what 
Long delayed their wished fulfilment,— 


n»y loving heart might seek, 
now let poor Kaikeyi speak. 


And if roval deeds redeem not wliat thy royal lips did say 
Victim to thy broken promise Quten kaikeyi dies to-day } 


theie TiUs ordai t'd for Rt m ~%u<h th- ntj.z m\ mentih 
‘Let my Bh leat, and not R im i, be anointed Recent /Ci ft 


(ortno skms and matted trrss'S tu tb* eave or fermifs all 
do tr teen jeirs m Dmd xLs forest 1 1 th» e/Ur Rama d tell. 


T/i... art 
d Would 


e Queen Riiieu't iistes ties* treiimns for u i eh /fray 
see mx sou anomtei, Hsma / inisied on this dij / ” ‘ ’ 
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The Kiss’s Lancet 

‘ Is this torturmc dream or madness, do my feebJe senses faiJ 
O cr rry darkened muid and bosom doth a faintun' fit prcsid 

Sn the stricVen monarch pondered and in hushed and silent fesr, 
Looked on her as on a tigress looks the dated nnd stricken deer, 

Lying on the unswepi pavement still he heaved the choking sigh, 

Like a Rild and lusting serpent quelled b) incarnations high I 

Sobs convulsive shook his bosom and his speech and nccent failed, 
Aod a dark and deathlike faintness o«r his feeble soul presailed, 

Stunned awhile remained the monarch, then in furious pnssicn woke, 
And his eyeballs fiaraed with redfire, to the queen as thu» he spoke 

' Traitress to thy kmg and husband, fell deslrnyer of thy nee, 
herefore seeks thy ruthless rancour Rama rich in righteous grace, 

Traitress to lliy kith and kindred, Rama loves thee as thy own, 

\\ beiefore then with causeless vengeance as a mother hale thy son* 

Have I courted thee, Kstkeyi. throned thee in my heart of truth, 
Nursed thee lu my home and bosom hke a snake of poisoned tootb. 

Have I courted thee, Kaifceyi,_placed thee on Ayodha’s throne. 

That wy Rama, loved of people, thou shouldst banish from his own ? 

Banish far my Qu“cn Rausalya, Queen Sumilra saintly wife, 

, \\ reach from me my anaent empire, from my bosom wrench my hffi 

But With brave and princely Rama never can his fnher part. 

Till his auaeut life js ended, cold and still bis beating heart ! 
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Sunless roll the world in d-irkness, ra nless maybe harvests thrive. 

But from righteous Rama severed, never can liis sire surrne, 

Feeble is thy nged husbnnd, few "ind brief on earth his day, 

Lend me, wife, a wocnut's kindness, as a consott be my stay 5 

Ask for other boon, Kaikeyi, aught my sei gtrt empire yields, 

^Vealth or treasure, gem or jewel, caitled town or smiling fields, 

Ask for other gift, Kaikcyi, and thy wishes shall be given, 

Stam me not with C’lmc unholy in the ejeof righteous Heaiei ) ! " 

Coldly spike the Queen Kaikcji “ If thy royal heart repent, 

Break thy word and plighted ptomise, let thy toyal fa ili be rent, 

Ever known for truth and virtue, speak to peers and mcnarchs all, 
Hhen from near and distant regions they shall gather in ihy hall, 

Speak It so It please thee, mooircb, of thy evil destined wife. 

How she loved with wife’s devotion, how slie served and saved thy life, 

How on plighted promise inisim" for a humhle boon she sighed 
How a monarch btoke his ptoimse, how a cheated Vioroan died I ’ 

“ Fair thy form,” resumed the monarch, “ beauty dwells upon thy face. 
Woman s winsome charms bedeck thee, and a woman s peerless grace, 

Wherefore then within thy bosom wakes this thought of cruel wile. 
And what dark and loathsome spirit stains thy heart with blackest guile ? 

Ever since the day, Kaikeyi, when a gemle bride you came, 

By a wife s unfading duty you have won a woman’s fame. 

Wherefore now this cruel purpose hath a stainless heart defiled, 
Ruthless wish to send my Rama to the dark and pathless wild? 

^berefore, darkly scheming womin, on unrighteous purpose ben^ 

Doth thy cruel causeless vengeance on my Ratna seek a vent, 

3 






■■ EPICa ATD I-\\5 Of A'SCIPST I\DH 

\\ ii^refore seek b) deeds unhoh for th) son ibe throne to win, 
Iliiosi. v.hicii doth oq* covet-^bUckeued by h sitiolUci'a sm * 

ShaU I see niy Inm hed Rsira man'led «n th“ r;irb o[ woe, 

Reft of hojue and km a»d empire to the pjtbJess jungle go, 

Shall I s«e d *s5t»rs sweeping oer mr emp r* darb snd deep. 

As ih» forces of " f eman oeta •caUtred army sweep? 

S nil I he"*’ i«sei fed i ^nmrchs in ibcit whispered \(»ces s‘>j, 

W cak and fooli b n bw dotage D's'-ra In holds hia sway, 

a 1 1 saa t r V eooa c\de»a when \hey Wame my action done 
Ii at 1 1 ivo I la imndale driTcn J J>a»e banisJied thus my 5«n ? 

O •\Kattsal*’a da ln«"d wnnan ’ she who senes me “s i si ire, 
b ji isj ne 1 ' e a t-nder siattr, IicIls me like a consort brave, 

As a fend aid lo*- ng mother i-’nJs ne w th \ watchful care, 

\» a daughter e\cf duteous doth ob<.i»ance sweet and fair, 

iVhe a my fond a id fair Kawsalra as^s m- of he* banish'd son, 

How sbud Di>i railia ansner for the imp ous acuoi done, 

}7ow can 1 usl and co)d and cruel, hreaV a wife’s confiding hearr 
Ho" C-’ii fatl tr false and failhltss froir his best and eldest part ?■* 

Coldly «pake the Ooeen Kaikevi "If thy rcval heart repent 
1 1 a1 i ly "O'd ai d pi ghted promise, let thy royal faith be fun, 

Tnirh abid ng is our monarch, so I heard the people say, 

A id Ins word is all inaiolale, stainless virtue niajks his sway, 

I et 1' now he ktiown to nations —tigfiieous Daja raiha lied, 

A id a trusiiii cheated woman broke her loaiog ljc»zt and dieo 1“ 

PuXer •’re'" ibe shades of nidmsht, coldly shone each dJSfani star, 
ht lUer 111 the monarch s bosom raged the attustgle and the war 

‘ '=iarrj midn "hr tohed in shadows' giae my weaned heart re' ef, 
Sotead Uiy “ao e coacting mautU t,ci an impious mouatch s gr’i'.f. 
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spread tliy md mly diilness o'er a deed of nameless crime^ 
Ueigh perentinl o tr my so»r< us heedless of ihe hpse of time, 

Mij 1 sinful niomrch pensh ere the dawning of the day, 

Oer a dark life sin pointed, benin not momma’s rii^hteous rayP* 


VXI 

' The Sentence 

Mornmp came and duteous Rama to the palace bent his ray, 

Tjr to make Ins saluialton and his due obeisance pay, 

And he saw his ajied father shorn of kingly pomp and pride, 

^ id he saw the Quern I\aike)t sitting by her consort's sioe 

I)uteoii«ty the righteous Rama touched the ancient monarch s fee*. 
Touched iliu feet of Queui iCaiLeji with a son’s obeisance rneet, 

*' Tama I ' cried the feeble monarcli, but the tear bedimmed his eje, 
Sorrow choktd his failing utterance and his bosom heated a sigh, 

Kama started in his terror at bis father s grief or wrath, 
like a traveller lo the jungle crossed by serpent i» his path S 

Reft of sense appt.ared the monarch crushed beneath a load of pain. 
Heaving oft a sigh of sorrow as his heart would break jn twain. 

Like the ocean temp-st shaken, hi e the sun in eclipse pale, 

Like a crushed repenting when his truth and virtue fail I 

Breathless mused the anxious Rflina —what foul action hath he done, 
K hat strange angev fills his father, wherefore greets be not his son ? 

“ Sp^ak, my mother,” uttered Rama, “what strange error on my part, 
t ynremembeted sin or folly fills with gri"f r»y father s heart, » 

Gramoui unto me is father with » falhei’s boundless grace, 

'V hctefotc plouds Ips altered visage, wherefore tears bedew fais face?^ 





^5 * cries Lws or ancient india 

Polb a piercing painful ailmeni nek his limbs with cruel smirl, 

Dolh some seciet silent anguish wring Ins torn and tortured heart, 

Bharat lues wi h brave Satrughna in lb) filher's reilins afar, 

Hath some cloud of dark disislcr crossed their bri^^Iit auspicious star ? 

riuteously the royal consorts on the losing momrch wait, 

Ifatli satrie nos or dire misfurtune dimmed (he lustre of their (ttt, 

I vsculd yield my life and fortune ere I wound my father's heart, 

Slath my unitnown crime or folly caused hisoncieiu bosom snutt ? 

Tter deans Que-n Ksikcyi to her consort and her king, 

Hath some angry accent escaped thee thus his royal heart to wrme, 

Speak, my ever losing mcither, spesk the truth for thou must know, 

XN hat distress or deep disaster pnins Ins heart and clouds his brun ? " 

Mothet's love nor woman’s pny moved the deep determined qiieeni 
As m cold and cruet accents thus she spake her purpose keen 

• Grief nnr woe nor sudden ailment pains thy father losed of old, 

But he fears to speak his purpose to his Jtama true and bold, 

And tits losing accents fiber some unloting wish to tell, 

iill you 1,1 tc your princely promise, you will rerse Iiis mandate welll 

Listen more, m bygone seasons —Ram thou wetl then unborn,-* 

I had sased thy royal father, he a gracious boon had sworn, 

r.ai bis feeble heaH rep-nting is by pride arid passion stirred, 

He would break tus royal promise as a caililT breaks Ins word, 

Years ha ve.passcd and now the monarch would his ancient word foreeq. 
He would build a needless causeway when the nalcrs ceased to Sow ) 

Truth intpiftfs each deed attempted and each word by monarchs spoke, 
« oilor thee, though losed andlionourcd, should a toyalson be broke, 

If the true and righteous Rama hinds Inm by his father’s vow, 

1 pill cllihtc cl I* e ipgu sh ssu cUob*cuTCi h s rojal brow, 
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If thy feeble bosom falter and thy halting purpose fail, 

Unredeemed is royal promise and unspoken is my lale 1 ” 

“ Spenk thy word,” exclaimed the hero, “ and my purpose shall not fail, 
Kama serves his father’s mandate and his bosom shall not quail, 

Poisoned cup or death untimely, — what the cruel fates decree,— 
lo his king and to his father Kama yields obedience free, 

Speak my father’s royal pron ise, hold me by bis promise tied, 

Rama speaks and shall not palter, for hts bps have never bed " 

Cold and clear Kaikcyi’s accents fell as falls the hunter s knife, 

“ Listen then to word of promise and redeem it with thy life, 

Wounded erst by foes immortal saved by Queen Kaikeyi’s care, 

Two great boons your father plighted and bis royal words here fair, 

1 have sought their due fulfilment, —brighlly shines my Bharat’s star,— 
Blmat shall be Heir and Regent, Rama shall be banished far 1 

If thy fUhtr's royal vtandnte thou toulJsl Itsi and honour iUl\ 

FourUtn jeirs iii Dxndaks forest lae and wander at thy util, 

y^eoen hn^years and seven, my Rama, thou shalt in the jungle 
B irk of treti shall bi thy rauntnl and thy home the hermits cell, 

Our fur Rosalds empue let my pnneely Bharat retra, 

llhth kis ears and steeds and tuskers, tteilth and gold and armed wn } 

Tender hearted is the monarch, age and sorrow dim his eye, 

And the anguish of a father checks his speech and purpose high, 

lor the love he heats thee, Rama, cruel vow he may not speak, 

I have spoke hts will and mandate, and thy true obedience seek, * 

^a*'ai'ly Kama heard the mandate, grief nor anger touched his heart, 
Uahiily from his father’s empire and bis home prepared to part. * 







BOOK HI 

DASA RATHA V 1 Y O G A 

(7/' D/oth c/ lk$ Kt’'*) 

T he first sir difs of Rims’s windermcs are ntrrifed tn lb»s 
Book Siia and the fmhfot L,ik<t>m'>n -iccnmpMucd Rami irv Ins 
erile in<3 llie royal fieople of 't)odh)a followed their exhiled pnnce 
IS far as tlie bauks of the Tamasi »«\er where Ihej halted on the 
firs, ni^hf. Rima Ind io«tc'i> •*«•>) -»t mchi to escape the cil's ns md 
Yus w'tnderms’s dunns; the (ollowtnc da^s gne us heiuiitul glimpses 
of forest life in holy hermhice^ Tbiri} centuries hi\e pissed since 
the oce of the Kosihs and V'ldehis, hut evetj step of the suppo'el 
yourney of Rimi is well known tn Indii to this di?, md is iiminllx 
irasersed b) thou'inds of detoted pilgrim' The past is not deni 
md buried in India, it lives m the heiits of millions of fiithful men 
md faithful women, md shall live for ever 

On the third day of IheiT exile, Rami and his wife md brother 
Crossed the Ganges , on the fourth day ll e) cime to the hernntise 
of Blnradvaji, which stood where AUihahad now stands on the 
conBuence of the Gmges arid the Jumna ; on the fifth da\ the) 
crossed the Jumna, the southern shores of which were then covered 
vciih woods , and on Ihe'ixlh dav they came to the hili of Onlral-ntai 
where the^ met the sunt Vilniiki, the reputed aiilhnr of this Tpic 
* IVe hare often looked," sais a writer tn Ci^cnffa /Hericc ifl xxn, 
“on that green hill it is the holiest spot of that sect of the Hindu 
faith who devote themselces to this iiicamation of Vishnu The whole 
neighbourhood is Rama’s country Every headland has some legend, 
every cavern js connected with his name, some of the wild fruits are 
sijU called S ta plial, l>eing the reputed food of the exile 1 hon«andi 
and thbusaods aDLuall^ Visit the spot, and round the bill is raised a 
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frtoinith^on Tshich the devotee, with naLed feet, trends full of pious 
ant- " 

<»Tief for the banished Rnmn pressed on the ancient heart rf 
Das I ntln The feclile old L1112 pined a»vn nnd d ed, reni“nj' erpM 
nnii reciuniinj on his death bed liow in bis jotith Ii“ had caused 
sorrow and death to an old hetwit bj Lilhn^ his son Scarcely any 
passase m the Epic ts more touching tlun (Ins old sad story told by 
the rlying ninnarcb 

Tnc portions translated in the I nob form the whole or the mam 
ponions nf Sections xx>i , xxvii^ xxxi , xxmx , * 1 , xvli , hi , liv , hr * 
Ikiii , and Ixiv of BooL 11 of the original text 


I 

Womaos Love 

“ nearly loved, devoted Siia ’ daiisbt^r of a rny al line, 

I’lrt we now, for years of waiidVin^ in the path! ss woods iS name, 

Prtr my father, prpmise fettered, to Knikeji yields the sway, 

Al d she wills her son aoomted,-— fourteen jtars doth Rama stray, 

Tl It before I leave thee, Sita, ui the wildemess to co'e. 

Yield mt one more tender token of tlij true and trustful love I 

Serve my crowned brother, Sita, as a faithful, dmeous dame, 
lell hiianot of Rama’s virtues, tell him not of Rama’s claim, 

Since my royal father w illeth, — Bharat shall he recent heir, 

S-rve him wall a loyal duty, serve him with obeisance fair, 

‘'ince my royal father willetb,— years of banishment be mine, 

Brave tn so'tow and in sufTiiins, woman’s bn^htest fame be ihine J , 
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In the early watch of mormnst to the Gods for blessings pray. 

To Rjy father Dasa ralha honour and obeisance pay. 

To ray mother. Queen Kansalya. is thy dearest tendance due. 

Offer her thy consolation, be a daughter fond and true I 

Queen KaiVeri and Sinrntra equal love and honnnr claim, 

II ith a soothing soft endearment sweetly serve each royal dame, 

Cherish Bharat and S*r itghna with t s«<(erV w'lrehfnl Jnre. 

And a mothet’a true affection aod a mother’s kindness prove I 

I sien, Siti, unto Phant speafe n*> heedless an^rv word, 

He 18 monarch of Kosala and of Rachu’s race is lord, 

CrnwnM kings our willing service and our faithful duty own, 

Dearest sons they d sinheni, cherish strangers neat the throne * 

Pharat s will with deep devotion and with faultless faith obey, 

Tiuth and virtue on thy bosom ever hold their gentle sway, 

And to please each dear relation, gentle Sita he it thine, 

Part we loa e I for years of wand’nng in the pathless woods is mine ' ’ 

Raitia spake, and soft-eyed Sila ever sweet m speech and word 
Stirred by loving woman’s passion lioldly answered thus her lord 

*' Do I hear my husband rightly, are these Words ray Rama spake. 
And h"! banished lord and husband will the wedded wife forsake ? 

I ighily I dismiss the counsel which ray lord hath lighllj said 
For It ill beseems a warrior and my husband s princely grade ’ 

For the futhful woman f flirts ’ihtre her titdJtd lord may UiJ, 

In th‘ iantshrrent pj J? tma, Srtt's exile 1* dttrted. 

Sire nor son nor lorm^ brother rules the i ’d led 'coman's shfe, 

V^ith her lord she Jails orrises, ailA her eoasori eourts her file. 

If the rfhteous son of Rfigha leni* t> forests dirh nnd drear, 

'' la styfs before her kuslnadsmtdMd thorny falhs (a (Uxrt 
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An^sl.fpjn^n'ot'l’o '"l’‘“""- “> '>='' '“"i '* fcill’fnl 

P not from hot consort till she pans willi fleet, ns life I 

wSVhe oflrdeVrte^lv Ian''' o'l ™'""' 

freely ranges and the tiger makes his home, 

sna'ltiTsrvt L^d 

t’a ‘tU'e Sil t Rama'’ta!trd'sh'rhT stwSdZd"' 

nt P”-- 

^^eVnmm'ih’ my L“' Ram”' P''""’"' 

y in^ Rama skim the cool translucent wive! 

"P-fon^ 

"S-S^^-;-;-~;n._y^M,orn„^ 

“p'Srn".hTr;'? S' ;r.hem lint i”;t:h ’^0': 
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J utle help Kaike) i renders to our mothers in her pride 
1 ittle help CTO Bharat offer, standing by his mother’s side 

T hou alone can’st «erve Kaiisaijn when for distant woods I part, 
hen the memory of my exile rankles in her sorrowing heart, 

T lion alone can st serve Siinilni, soothe her sorrows with thj love, 
h ay hy them, my faitliful Lakshnian, and ihy filial virtues prove. 

Be this then thy sncred duty, tend our mothers jn their wo**, 

I Title joy or consolation have they left on earth helow I ’ 

Spike the hero “ Fear no evil well is Kami’s prowess known, 

And to mighty Kama’s mother Dharat will obeismce own, 

N vthlesstf the oride of empire swiys him ftom the righteous pith 
B1 od wil! venge the olTered insult and will quench our Ulial wrath' 

}’iir 1 thousand peopled hamlets Queen Kansilya’s bests obey, 

And a thousand atm^d champions own her high and queenly sway, 

Aye a thoiisind village ce »tres Q leen S imitn's state rraintam 
And 1 thftusnnd swords like Lakshman's guard her proud and pros 
perous reign I 

Ah alone with gentle S fi Ihon shift track thy dirksome wiv 
Gfint vt, that thy faithful Ijkshmin shalj protect her night and diy, 

Gnnt It, With Ins I ow ^^d quiver Likshmin shall the forests roim, 
And his axe shall fell the jungle, and his hinds shall rear the home 1 
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And mv heart in swee* commnmon sh-ll niy RaTna’s wishes 
And ruy wifely toil shall lighten Rama's load of woe and cars 

Vainly gentle Rarna pleaded dangers of the jungle hfe,^ 

A ainl) spale of toil and Inal to a true and tender tjrife i 


II 


Brother’s Faithlobess 

Tears bedewed th*face of LnVshmin as he heard what S la *a'd, 

\ id he touched the fee* of Rama and 1 » gentle accents prayed 

Hm\ tlJ>r andhs lait O tU f r<sls -ctnd, 

rlrrti'J J^i'h too' and att^’c fut^er Leiidwan J'tU cn tl“m ttttoia, 

iih're tkt :rj/Jd"r rAn^e ih- f>rti( and th» lonil) tirsifrs roim, 

AnS th- lird of gorg'iut flun ag* nat -t m tUjun^lt /-fne, 

I>rirtr far ft ftf fiJit c-vdl tnd% vr’t're my tlfer H xn^ d’nlh, 

J nrr /•' fonfs cf tn^ht Im'mrials a hereftrtnm tl t 0 isfrei 6 >ls / 

(trini me then thy sweet permission, — fiitnful to thy glorio is star, 

1 1I.S uiian sha'l not wan and tarry when hu Rama wanders far, 

Cpnnt me then tliy loving nisndste,— IjVshm'in hath no wish to s’’Ti 
None st all har the fniliful TOun^-r when the older leads the waj 

‘ Fver true to deeds of sirto*, duteous Iwwber fTitbfitl fnend, 

!> arcr than his Ute to Rama, thou shall not to forests wend, 

V hn shall st*y hy Qjccn Kausslya, IpaV'hman, if we ho'h depart. 

It ho shall s’aj bj (jueen Suraitra, she who nur»ed thee on her heart r 

r *r tl e Ving onr aged fat! er, he wl o ruled the earth ano 
Is a cap 11c to Kaucr , (et.ered by I ct siUen cl am. 


main. 
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J Htle he^p Kiifceyt render? to our mother? in her pride. 

L>t Itf help can Hharat off'er, standms hy hi$ mother’s side 

T hon alone can’st «erTe Kausaln when for distant woods I part, 
hen the memory of m> exile ranUes in her sorrowinj heart, 

T hon alone can’st serre Snnitra. soothe her sorrows with thy love, 

S ar li> thsiT), my faithful X,aVshman, and ihyfihal Tirtues pro%e. 

Be this then thy sncred duty, tend our mothers m their woe, 

I ntle 305 or consolation hace they left on earth tielow [ * 

Spake the hero “Tear noevil. well is Rama's prowess known, 
x\nd to mighty Rama’s mother Bharat ml! obeisance own, 

XtthJess tf the pride of empire swats him f'om the nshieou? path 
Bluod will venge the ofTsred msuUand will quench our fthal wraih' 

Blit a thousand peopled hamlets Queen Kan*aJya’» Iiest* ohet, 

And a thousand arm^d champions own I «r high and q\itenl> sway, 

\>e, a thousand rillajre centres Queen S imifra’s slate rraintam, 

And a thousand svrotds like Lakshmau’s guaid her ptoud and pros* 
perous reign ' 

AM ainne with gentle S fa thmi «baU track tht dark^OTne war, 

Grant ir, that tli) faUliful Laksliman shall protect iier nisht and daj, 

Grant iq with his how and qmrer l.ak«hn»an shall thefore^ts roam. 
And Ins axe shall fell the jungle, and his hands shall rear the home I 

Grant it, in the deepest woodland^ be shall seek the forest fruit. 
Berries dear to holy hermits and the sweet and luscious root. 

And when with thy meek eyed Spa thou shalt «eek the mountain erpet. 
Grant it, Lakshman ever duteous watch and guard llij nightl) rest 

ord« of hrother’s deep derniion Rama heard with cra’crul heart. 
And wjjh ; 5 ita and wjjJj for the weeds prepared to part : 
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“ Part we then from lovm" kinsmen, arms and michty weapons bnnj, 
Bows of war which Lord Varuna tendered to Videha’s km**, 

Coats of mail to sword impervious, quivers which can never fail, 

And the rapiers hn^lit as sunshine, golden htited, ten pered well, 

Safel) rest these goodly weapons m our great preceptor’s hall. 

Seek and bring them, faithful brother, for niethinks we need them all 

Rsmn spake , his valiant brother then the wondrous weapons brought, 
U reaihed with fresh and fragrant gatbnds and with gold and jewels 
wrought, 

‘ Uelcome, brother,’ uttered Rama, “«tronjer thus to woods we 
\\eaUb and gold and useless treasure to the bol) priests bestow, 

To the son of sunt Visistba, to each «a'’e is honour due, 

iiien we lease our fathers mansions, to our fattier s mandate true I" 


m 

IdoUters Blessmgs 

Tears of sorrow nod of satfering flowed from Queen Kiiisalja’s eye. 
As she saw departing Sita for her blessings drawing nigh, 

And she clasped the gentle Sifi and she kissed her moislcned bead, 
And her tears like summer tempest choked the lot mg words she said 

“ Pj« JFO deir dtfroted rfwihfer tnthf hashand St^r trin", 

U ith a woman s whole affection render lose to husband s due I 

False are women loved and cherished, gentle in their speech and word, 
\\ nen ini<fortune's shadows gather, who are faithless to their lord, 

W ho ihroiish je^rs of sonny splendmir smile and mss il ebvetong dij, 
\\ hen misfoTiooc’s darkness thickens^ from ilieir liwsbaod turn awaj, 
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ho with changeful fortune changing oft ignore the plighted word, 
And forget a woman's duty, womatt's faith to wedded lord, 

^\holohol> lo%e inconstant {torn their wedded consort pan. 

Manly deed nor manly virtue wins the clian^eful woman's heart ' 

But the true and ri^lileous woman, loving spouse and changeless wife, 
Faithful to her lord and consort holds linn dearer than her life, 

Ever true and righteous Sita, follow stiU my godlike son. 

Like a God to thee is Bama in the woods or on the throne I" 

‘ I shall do my duty mother,” said the wife with wifely pride, 

' Like a God to me is Kama, Siia shall not leave his side, 

From the Moon will part his lustre ere I part from wedded lord, 

Lre from faithful wife’s devotion falter in my deed or word, 

For the stringle^s lute is silent, idle is the wheel less car, 

And no wife the loveless consort, inauspicious is her star I 

Small the measure of afTection which the sue and brother prove, 
Measureless to wedded woman is her lord and husbands love, 

True to Law and true to Scripture*, true to woman’s plighted word, 
Can 1 ever be, ni) mother, faiihicss, loveless to my lord ’ ’ 

Tears of joy and mingled sorrow filled the Queen Kausalya s eye, 

As she marked the faithful Sita true jn heart, in virtue hiah. 

And she wept the tears of sadness when with sweet obeisance due, 
Spake with hands m meekness folded Kama ever good and true 

“ Sorrow not, my loving mother, trust in virtue’s changeless beam, 
Swift will fly the years cf exile like a brief aod transient dream, i 

G rt by faithful fiiends and forces, blest by righteous Gods at ove, 

Thou shalt s?e iby soa retu.ning to thy bosom aod tby lorei’ 
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Unto nli the roj-tf ladies Rami his obeisance pud, 

lor his fillings unrememb^red, blessings and for^iieness pnyed, 

And hia words we'e soft and gentle, ind they wept to see him go, 
Like the pierciiia cry of curlcir rose the piercing loice of i\o^, 

A”d in hallj n here drum and tabor rose if» )oy and regal pr ide, 

\oice of grief and lamentaiion sounded fur and sounoed wide ' 

Then the true and faithf il Lakshman parted from each weep' u dame, 
And to sorrowing Queen Suinitri niih his due obeisence came, 

And he b iwed to Queen Sumitra and Ins mother kissed his head, 
htilled ner anguish Uden bosom and in licmblin, accents said . 

• Dear devoted duteous l.aksUman, e\ef to thy elder true, 
lien Ih) elder wends to foiesi forest life to thee is due, . 

riiou ha«t sened him true and faithful m his ghry and his fame 
1 his IS Law for true and n^hteous, — serve him in his woe and shame, 

This IS 1 aw for ncc of Ra^hu known on earth for holj might, 
Itountcous in their <acTed duty, brave nnd warlike in the li(,ht I 

T1 erefore tend him as thy fath*r as thy mother tend his wife. 

And tu ihi.e, like fair Ayodbya be thy humble forest life, 

Cio my «on, the voice of Duty bids my gallant Lakshman go 
ijcrvc tliy elder with devotion and with valour meet thy foe 


IV 

Cituens* liASient 

Spake Sumantra chatint'driTer waiting by the royal car, 
flastc tlice, mishl) destined Kama, for we wander long and far, 

Iaur;ecn yars m Dandaks forest shall Uie righteous Rama stray, 
buch IS La.a ralha’s maadaie, baste ibec Rama and ebsy.*' 
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Q jepnl> i)i"a nnsnr apparell**!, vith t strong and Iru";!!!!" he^Tt, 
MoLiired on the car of splendour for the pa’hless woods to part. 

And tb" ^in:; for reeds p-o-idtn? gtr** oer rnlj^s and precious store, 

I or the many years of ex le in a far and unknown shore, 

And a wealth of wirhUe weapons to the exiled princes cnve, 

Bow and dart and linked armour, sword and shield and lances brave, 

Then the gallant brothers mounted on the sold emhbtoned car, 
tor tln-naing was the journey and the wildtrnesa was far, 

Skilled Sunantra saw them seated, urged the swiftly flying steed, 
Faster linn the speed of tea'pest was the noble coursers’ speed 

And tney parted for the forest , hVe a long unending night, 

Gloomy shades of grief and sadriess deepened on the city s might, 

Mute and ddmb but cons''iou3 c*eatores felt the woe the city bore, 
Horses neigh-d and shook their bright bells, ebphants return a roar I 

Man and boy and maid and matron foHored Rama with their eye, 

As the thirsty s“ek the water when the patchtQ fields are dry, 

flinging to the rapid chariot, by its side, before, behind, 

Thronging men ami wailing women wept for Rama good and kind • 

n aw the reins, ben gn Samantri, sIo’"ly drive the royal car, 

Wc V oiild once mo’e see oui Rama banished long and banished far, 

Iron hearted is Kau'a’ya from her Rama thus to part, 

K^inds it «ol her mothci’s bosoiu thus to see her son depart ? 

True IS nghtco js hearted Sita cleaving to her husband still, 

As the ever present sunlight cleaves to Metu's golden hill. 

Faithful and heroic Lakshmii I thou hast hv thy brother stood, 

And m dlily Sliil uucbanging thou hast^oUgbt the pathless wood. 

Fixed in purpose, true in valour, mighty boon to thee is given. 

And the n irrow path thou cliousest u the rij,hteous path to heaven 1 " 
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Thus they spake in tears and anguish as they followed him npnce, 

And their tjes were fixed on Rama, pride of Raghu » royal race, 

Meanwhile ancient Disa raiha from Ins palace chamh“r came, 

\\ ith each weeping queen and consort, with each woe-distractcd dame 1 

And mound the need tnonmeb rose the piercine eo.oe of pj.n, 

I tke the nail of forest creatures nhcii the forest king is slam, 

\nd the farot aod feehfe mouateh teas trith ap and . , 

Like the darkened moon at eclipse uheia his light and radiance fail 

Rama sate his ancient father arilh a tallermg footstep go 

Used to tojal pomp and splendour, euickeu non by age .and hoe, 

San his mother faint and feehfe to the speeding chatmlhie. 

As the mother core teturneth to bet young that loiters UJ, 

Still she hastened to the chanot, " Rama 1 Rama I " was her cry. 

And a throb was in her bosom aod a rear was in her eye j 

• Spe»d, Siimantra’ uttered Rami, "from this torture let me part. 
Speed, m> friend, this sight of sadness breaks a much-endunug heart, 

Heed not Data ratha s mandate, slop not for the royal „ 

Ratung slow is lengthened sorrow like the sinner s lengthened pain I 

Sid Somantra urged the coursers and the rapid chariot flew. 

And the royal chiefs aod courtiers round iheir fainting monarch drew. 

And th*y spike to Disa ratha “Follow not thy hamshed son, 

He whom thou « ouldst keep beside thee comes not till Ins task is done 

Dassa ratha, faint and feeble, listened to these words of pain, 

Ciood and saw his son departing, — saw him not on earth again 
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V 

Ctossiog the Tama s a ; the Citizens' Returo 

Evening’s ihic^cenin® shades descended on Tamasa’s distant shore, 
Ranaa rested by the nver, day o( todsome journey o'er, 

And Ayodhya's loving people hy the hmptd nver lay. 

Sad and sorrowing they had followed Rama's chariot through the dayj 

“ Soft-eyed Sita, failhfitl Likshmin,” thus the gentle Rama said, , 

'* Hail the first night of our exile tnamling us m welcome shade. 

Weeps the lone and voiceless forest, and in dirksome lair and nest, 
Feathered bird and forest creature seek their midnight’s wonted res^ 

AVeeps methinks our fair Ayodhya to her Rama ever dear, 

And perchance her men and women shed for us a silent tear, 

I/iyal men and faithful women, they have loved their ancient king, 
And his anguish and our exile will their gentle bosoms wring t 

Most I sorrow for my father and my mother loved and lost, 

Stricken by untimely anguish, by a cruel fortune crost. 

But the good and righteous Charat gently will my parents tend, 

And with fond and filial duty tender consolation lend, 

AVell I know Ins stainless bosom and his virtues nre and hi^h, 

He will soothe our parents' soirow and their trickling tear will dry / 

Fntnful Likshmin, thou hast nobly stood by us when sorrows fell. 
Guard my Sila by thy valour, bylby virtues lend her well, 

AVa t on her while from this iwer Rama seeks his thirst to slake. 

On this first night of Ins e»le food not fcuu shall Rama take, * 

Thou Sumantra, tend the horses, darkness comes with close of day. 
Weary K-jarhe eadlsss joura^Yt >vearji jsour onward way I " 

4 
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Store of grisi and TCcfcome fodder to the steeds the drirer gife» 
Gave ibcin rest aad ga^e theui natct from Taniasa’s 1 rapid wavi. 

And perfotrom" niehls deso'ions, for the pim'^es made their bed, 
iy Che 'ofKy rippling river 'neath the tree's uoybia^eoLS shade. 

On a h»d of leaf and rerdo'e Rmn ard his Sita slept, 
iaitVul Lak^hmau ^ ih Sumantra oighUy watch and vigils kep% 

And the s*ar» their «ilcnt lustre on the neaiy e"il“8 shed, 

And on wood ana roll ng nver msht her daiksome oantl" spread 

Earlr woke the righteous Rama and to watchful Lakshnan «paVe 
‘ Mark the «lumVctng city people, sliU iLeir nightly rest they lake, 

Tiler hare left their homes and children, followed ts with loyal heart, 
Tn“y would take us to Ayodhya, from their princes loth to part I 

®p-ed, nrr brother, for the people wake not *tlJ th» morning’s stir, 
eed by night the sj sot chariot, »e may travel f\st and far, 

*50 ray true and loving people 'e* us not by diwn of day, 
iollow not through wood and juogle Kama lU his onward mrv 

Fvr a monarch meeV in siifrenn" should bis bord'o bravely h ar. 

And hij true and /aijljfol people may ool ask h»» woa to shar® ” 

Lakshman h“a"d tne gentle mandate, and Sumantra voked t^e steed, 
Fre=h With r-scaud grateful fodder matchless la their wondrous speed, 

Rama wifh h s ge^ft- cor'ort and with Lakshmaa true and brave, 
Crdv«“d t>t;neatli r'le sibnt starlight dark Tamasas limpid wave 

Oi the further bai k a pathway, fair to new and fir and wid®, 
kuelcliiog onwards to the fores a ^panued the spacious cou itry 'ide, 

" l/*ave the broad and open pathway,* so the gentle Rama said, 

’ kollow y-*! a track d verginw^ so the p*op a bs misled, 
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Then relHrmn” to the pathtray we shall imrch ere brealw of day, 

&o our true and faithful people shall lut know our soulhnard way ‘ 

Wise Sumantra histened northward, then returning to the road, 

Ly his iinsur and hia comon and the valiant Lakshman stood, 

Rnghu’s sons and gentle S la mounted on the stately cir, 

A )d Sumantra dioie the coursers travelling fast and travelling far. 

Morning dawned the waking people by Tamasns limpid wave, 

Siw not Rama and his consort, sawnot t,alcshman young and brave, 

*,nd the tear suffused their faces and their hearts with anguish burned, 
Sorro'Ti laden and lainentmg toiheu cheerless homes returned 


VI 

Crcssln; tbe Ganges Bbarad vaja’s Hermitage 

Morn ng diwned nnd fnrthey wtndered hy their people loved and 1 st, 
Jdfovethroughgrove and dowering woodland rippling nil and river cros., 

Crossed the sacred Vedasruti on their still unending way 
Lrossed the deep and rapid Gumti where the herds of cittle sCny, 

AU the toil ome day they tnvelled, evening fell o er wood and lei, 

And ih-’y came where sea like Oaii,,! rolls in regal rnsjest), 

’Meath a tall Ing idi’s shadow hy the rivers aephyrs blest, 
is-cond «ij,ht of Kama a exile passed tn sleep ind gentle rest 

^tornmg dawned the royal chariot Rama would no further own, 
hi-iit Suniatura and the coursers back to fur Ayodhjas town 

p ffing then tlieir royil girments Rama wid his brother bold 
' lais of birk and matted tresses wore like anchorites of old 

C*uli I chief of wild Ni,hidis, boit and needed succour give, 

And tlieprwic.es iiid fair Sita ventured on the aicrcd wave, 
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And by royal Rama bidden stroni; Nislndis plied the oar, 

And the sitong boat quickly bouiidiiijj Icli Caic GaOai’s noiihetn shore. 


“ Goddess of the mighty Ganga 1’ so the pious Sita prayed, 

“ Exiled by his /atfirr’si mandate, Uinii seeks the forest shade, 

Ganga 1 o'er the three rvotlds tolling, btide and empress of the sen, 
And from Dkahma's sphere descended f banished bita bows to thee, 

Jlay my lord return m safety, and a thousand fattened Vine, 

Gold and gifts and gorgeous ganneiiu, pure libaiiuus shall be thine, 

And with flesh and corn 1 worship unseen dwellers on thy shore, 

May my lord return in safety, fourteen years ol cade o'er 1” 

On the southern shore they tourneyed through the long and weary day, 
'Mill through grove and flowering woodland heldtheir Jong and weary way, 

And they slayed the deer of jungle aud they spread their rich repast, 
i fnrd night of the ponces’ c*ite uiidenieath a tree was past 

■Morning dawned, the soft eyed Sua wandered with the princes hrate, 
lo the spot where ruddy Ganga trongles with dark Jumiia's wave. 

And they crost the shady woodland, verdant lawn and grassy mead, 

1 ill the sun was in its zemth, Kama then to Lakshnian said , 

*' Yonder mirk the famed Prajaga, spot revered from age to ige, 

And the line of smoke ascending speaks some heimiiagc, 


jlrmirarifrteif 

And my car the sea like voices of the luinghng waters },tect, 

Mark the monarch? of the forest severed by the hermit's might, 
•And the lOgS of wood.aod fuel for the sacrificial rite, 

Mark the tall trees m their blossom and the peaceful shady grove, 

1 Were the sages make their dnetim^ thither, Lakshman, 1st U» rove. 
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Slowly came the exile wand’rers, when the sun withdrew his rays. 
Where the vast and sea like rivers me» m sisters’ sweet embrace, 

And the flsram't peiceftil dweller^ bird of song and spotted deer, 
Quaked to see the princely stransers in their warlike garb appear I 

Rama stepped with valimt I^alcshman, eentle Sita followed close, 

'1 ill behind the screening foliage hermits’ peaceful divclliiigs rose, 

And they came to Bhorad voja, anchotite and holy saint, 

Girt hy true and faithful pupils on his sacred duty bent 

Timed for rites ind lofty penince wis the anchorite of yore, 

Blest with more than mortal vision, deep in more than mortal lore, 

And he sal heside the altar far the kofra rite. 

Riina spake m humble accents to the man of holy might : 

“We are sons of Dasi nthn md to thee oiir hormtre hrmsr, 

Wuh my wife, the suntly Sila, daughter of Videha’s king, 

Txiled by my rovil father in the wilderness I roim, 

And my wife and faithful brother make the pithless woods their home; 

We would through these years of exile in some holy njrnm dwell, 
And our food shall be tlic wild fruit and our drink from crystal well. 

We would practise pious penance still on sacred rites intent, 

Till our souls be filled with wisdom and our years of exile spent ’ ’* 

I’ eased the mcient Rhind viji heird the prince's hnmhie tale, 

And with kind and courteous welcome royal strangers greeted well, 

And he brought the milk ond nrghya where the guens observant stood, 
Crystal water from the fountain, berries from the darksome wood, 

And a low and leify cottige for llieir dwelling phee issigned, 

As a host receives a stringer, welcomed them with offerings kind 

In the tifm’n's peiceful courtyard fearless browsed the Jungle deer. 

All uijliarmed the bird of forest pecked the gram collected near, 
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Ana hj lio!y men «i\irrr>nnded ’neith ibe trec<’ nml'>n'’eous shade, 

In his purennd peaceful accents rishi Bhand vaja said 

‘Notunkno^vn or nnexn^cled pm ceW stramj'rs, ha\e>“cnme, 

I hate heard of sinless Rsma's ciuseless baoishmeni from home, 

Melcome to •» hermit’s forest he this spot your place of rest 
W here the meeting of the ncers makes our s-cred asrum blest, 

Live amidst these peaceful woodland*. «iill on e-icred rues intent 
Till jour souls be filled with ntsdom and your jtars of exile spent 1 ” 

* Grac OMS are thy accents ris^t ” Rama answered thus the sage, 

"^ut fair towns and peopled hamlets border on this heriviitaae, 

And to see the banished S ta and to «ee os much 1 fear, 

Crowds of rushes oft will iresjwss on ihy calm deeottons here, 

Far from towns and peot'led hamlet* "Taot us rtsfit lu thj fwaee, 
Some wild spot where hid in jungle we may pass these j ears in peace ” 

‘Twentj miles from this PriT-x’a ” spake the nsAi pnno’tme «ell, 

‘ Is a lonelT hill and junsle where *ome ancient hermits dwell, 

Chitn kuta, Peak of Beauij where the forest creatures strav 
And in e\ery bush and liucket herds r f lightsome nioi kejs ( laj. 

Men whq new its towering sur'rait are on loft) thoughts inclined, 
Baithly pride nor earthly passions cloud their pure and peaceful mind, 

Hoar) headed ancient hermit^ hundred autumns who have done, 

Bj their faith and lofiy penance heaven’s eternal bliss have won, 

Hol\ IS the fair seclusion for thvijimjD*e suited well.. 

Or if stiii til) heart mcimeih, here in p*ace and comfort dwelt * " 

Spake the mi^rEhatad vaji, and with everj coiirieous rite, 

Cheered his guests with varied converse till the silent hours of night, 

3 purth night cf ilie princes’ eviJe in Prajaga’s he(Tnita'’e, 

Pi.'se(i the broilieis and fait Sita honoured bj Ptajaga s Sage, 
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Crossing the JoniOA—ValRiikt’s Hemitage 

Mornmc’ dawned, and faithful Sita with the ^rothe^s• held her way, 
Wiiere the darL and eddyin,' nalers of the sicrtd Junina siny, 

t.ue tot's tlioanh'.CiAl Utothf:?. itood, 

Then with stalwart arms and ates felled toe sturdy jun|,le woqd, 

[/ ira of strongest fibre, slender himhoo smooth Tod plain, 
la/^ibu branches i«terf«min,j with the bent and t»ist ng cane, 

And n mighty raft constnicied, and with creepers scented sweet, 
Lnlcshman for the gentle Sita made a soft and pleasant seat 

1 hen the rustic Inrir was floated, framed WMb skill of woodman's craff| 
Dy her loving lord supported Sna stepped upon (be r'lfr, 

And her niments and apparel Rama by Ins consort latd, 

And the ases and tlie deerskins, bo«v and dart and shining blade, 

Then with stilwart arms the brothers phed the bending bamboo oir, 
And the strong raft gaily bounding left for Jumna’s southern shore 

“Cnddess of the clorious Jumna f ’* so the pious Sita prajed, 

“Peaceful be iiiy husband's exile m the forest's darksome shade, 

May he sife'j reach Ayndhya, and a thousand fattened kne. 

Hundred jars of sweet hbation. mighty Jumna, shall be Itune, 

Crint thit from the woods returning he may see his horn** again, 

Onnt that honoured by bis kinsmen he may rule his loving men 1 ”, 

On her breast her arms she folded while the princes plied the oar, 

And the brjgbl bark bra velyfaomjdMig reached the iroodedsouthernsliore. < 
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i^nd the ffanderers from Ajodhyi on the nrer’s margm stood, 

\\ here the unLnotvn realm exiertded mantled by unending nood, 

Gallant Lakahman with his wearvons went before the path to clear, 
Soft-eyed Sita fo’loired genii), Rama followed in the tear 

Oft from tree and darksome jungle, Ijkshman erer true and brave, 
Plucked the fruit and siuilnig blossom and to gentle Sita ga>e. 

Oft to Ritna turned his consort pleased and coriotis evermore 
Asked the naiue of tree or creeper fruit or flower unseen before 

Still with hrolherlr aFecnon Lakshnnn brou'’ht each dew) sprav 
^ud or blossom of wild beaut) from the woodland bright and gay, 

St il w th eager joy and pleasure S ta turned her eye once more, 

Vi here the tuneful swans and strti flocked on Jumna s sand) shore 

Two miles thus they walked and wandered and the belt of forest passed 
Slew the wild deer of the jungle, spread on leaves their rich reiast, 

Peacocks flew around them Raily moiikevs leaped on brand es \ enl, 
Fifib n ght of their«ndles5 wanderin'^ tn ‘he forest thus they 'v e n 

* ake, my lore, and list the warhln gs and the voices of the wood 
Thus spake Rama when the nionun" on the eastern mountains stood, 

S la woke and <*all3nt Lakshman and they sipped the sacred wave, 
To the I ill of Chitra kuta held their way serene and brave 

‘ kJa?!, my Jor<? "so Rsma QUered, ‘'ererj- husband tree ind floirer. 
Tinged by radiant ligln of morning sparkles in a golden shower, 

Mark the flaming flower of ^tnsuh and the J tH t in his pride, 
Z-uscious fruits iij wild profusion ample More of food provide, 

■bfark the honeycombs suspended from each tall and stately tree 
ow from every virgin blossom steals her store the faithless bee I 
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Ofi U>e lone and stanled wild cock sounds its clarion full and clear, 
And from flowering fragrant forests peacocks send the answeaiing cheer, 

Oft the elephant of jungle ranges tn this darksome wood, 

Ihur yon peak ts Cnitn kula losed by saints and hermits good. 

Oft the chanted songs of hermits echo through its sacred grove, 
Peaceful on its shady uplands, Sita, we shall live and rove I ” 

Gently thus the princes wandered through the fair and woodland scene, 
Fruitsandhlossonishtthe branches, feathered songsters filled thegteen, 

Anchorites and ancient hermits bred in every sjivin grove, 

And a sweet and sacted snllness filled the woods with peace and lore I 

G“nlly thus the princes wandered to the holy hctmitage. 

Where in lofty conieirplapon lived the mighty Saint and Sage, 

Hetven inspired thy song, Valmiki I Ancient Bird of incient dar, 
Deeds of virtue and of lalour live in thy undying lay I 

And the Bard received the princes with the fnher’s nreetings kind, 
Bade them live in Churn kuta with a pute nnd peaceful mind, 

To the true and fiitliful Likshmin, Rtma then hi? purpose said, 

And of leaf nnd forest limber l>akshman soon a cottage made 

“So our sacred 5 is/ras oncuon,” thus the nghtpou? Romo 'pik**, 

' Holy olTering we should render when our dwelling home we make. 

Shy the b'lck hiirk, gallant Lakshman, and a sacrifice prepare. 

For the moment is auspicious and the day is bright and fair” 

I akshman slew a mighty bhrL buck, with the antlered trophy came, 
Placed the carcass coiiaecrated by the altar’s blazing flame, 

Radiant round the niighty offering tongues of red fire ciirhng shone, 
And the buck was duly roasted and the tender meal was done ’ 

Pure from hath, with sacred mtnfrtt Rama did the holv rite, 

And invoked the bright Immortals for to bless the dntlliiig site, • 
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Ti> iJie kmdl> Visma urvns. and to Rudra fierce nnd strong, 
^iid to Vishnu Lord of Creatures, Rtnia n«scd the sacred song 

Righteous rite was duly rendered for tlie forest dwelling made, 
And with true and deep devotun was the sacred manira prayed, 

And the worship of the Bright Ones purified each earthly stain, 

1 are sould Rama raised the altar and the thaii^o's sacred fane 

E'enrn" spread ifs holy stillness bush and tree its magic felt, 

As the Gods in Bit^HStAs mai sions, exiles in then cottage dwelt, 

In the woods of C'utra Lota where the Maljavati Bows, 

Sixth day of their weary uand imgs ended lu a sweet repose 


Y!U 

Tale of the Hermits Son 

V ise Sumanlra chariot driver came from Gan''a'» sacred wave, 

A id unto Ayodh) is monarcb, bartsited Rama’s message oSit, 

Dasa ratln's 1 “art was shadowed b\ the deepenii g shade of mcht, 
she darkness of tlie eclipse glooms the sun’s meridian li^ln ' 

0 1 she sixth nuht — when hit Rama slept in Chilra Liita’s bower,— 
Memory of an ancient sotroti flun^, on linn its fatal power, 

Of an ancient crime and anguish unforcotlen, dark and dread, 
i nroughltielapseuryearsandBeasonscastingbackjts deatli like shade J 

And the gloom of midnight deepened Dasa ratlia sinkiii'^ fist, 

'lu Uausalya sad and sorrowing spake Ins memories of the past 

‘ Deeds we do in life, Kansalja, he they hitler, be they sweet, 

Bring ihcir fruit and letributiou, rich reward or sulTeim g meet, 
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I nml«5 a, ,h5 ,eJ 

my barren l,(e„m„ ^ 

I ''asVallSVllw^j"jl'"’ 'r mv riles nfyomh renne-ned, 
cailM a Mn.b,dh,. archer pnnce ri.o shot by sound, 

I.’lindly drmtn'dnidt'l"'"' '’’’ "”■ ”"’ 

“ ‘=''‘'‘‘ "m poison, blindly in m) pride I fell I 

Huntinn byThe^fa!r%' Hecenr, Ihnnn mud In me unknoirn, 
o y ne (air Sirayu in ir> car I dime alone. 

Nimble deir or' waichri'"''^'’' 'be riser’s brink, 

r watchful tiger stealing for his njghil> dnnl, 

Sf’und of ''''*'*'<"2 the foretf^ drear, 

. ’ ’ struck my keen and listenin'! eir, 

'T|< some eljphanf r”"’* 

^ eiepiiant, I pondered. Iifiii,- water with its iriml.. 

o "b""nme‘nfefc!e.;f ,'■ e'ebe. prmcc "b" 'bni l.v rnimd, 

^ lancied tusker dealt a sure and deidli .round, 

O I my slartled^err^n bke liiisina cobri fell, 

ear and bosom smote a voice of liuinan nail, 

riirn'J^ear^.n'sTrr''"'"'' 'be midnivhi lunb, 

capons fell ^ 

ban a' boy I'm, heraS'" * "="b"1 Sara) i.’s .1 ore, 

‘ * tresses, and liis pitcher lay hcforc, 

r«hly misTd’ira vLr/eTh '>"’=™»Bra'> bed, 

the licrmit, and tn djing accents said : 
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‘\Vhat offence, O mishly monaich. ill onlcnoffins; hive I done, 

Tnat with quici. and kingly yusiice sUyest thus a hermit’s son ? 

O'd and feehle arc my pirents, sightless by the wiU of fate, 

1 mrsty in their humttle cottage for their duteous boy they wait, 

And thy shaft that feiffs me, monirch, ftufs my ancient ptrenfs O/e, 
Helpless, fneiidless, they «iU perish, in their anguish deep and hi^h 1 

Smred lore ind life loui; penince chance not mortal’s eirlhlr state, 

U herefore else they sit unconscious when thor son is doomed by fate, 

Of if conscious of my dancer, could they dying breath recall, 

Can the tall tree sase the sapling doomed by woodman's axe to fall ? 

Hasten to my parents, monarch, soothe then sorrow and their ire. 

For the tears of good and ngbieous wither like ihe forest fire, 

Shrtft the pathiray tn the atram, soon the cotta'** thou slialt see, 

S jothe their anger by entreaty, ask their grace and pardon free 1 

Hut before thou goe^t monarch, tale, O take thy torturing dart, 

Font rankles m my bo'oni uiih a cruel burning smart, 

And It eats into my young life as the river’s rolling ttde 
Ty the rains of summer swollen eats into its yielding side * 

W ritlnnc in his pain and angoi'h thus the wounded hermit cried. 
And I drew tile fatal arrow, and the holy hermit died I 

DiiVly fell the thickening shadows, stars their feel le radiance lent. 
As I filled the hermit’s pitcher, to his sightless parents went, 

yiirkU fell the moonless midnight, deeper gloom my bosom rent. 

As with fami and falt’rmg fuutstirps to the hermits slow 1 went. 

1 ke tuo birds hereft of plumase, void of sirencth, deprived of flight, 
»\\ ere the stticken ancient hermits, fneiidless, helpless void of sight, 

I i«oing III iheir feehfe accents still they whispered of their child. 

Of the siainltr=s boy whose led blood Dasa raiha'» hands defiled I 
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Arid ihe falhei heard my fooUtepe, spake in accents soft and kind 
'Cyme, rny son, to nailing parents, wtierefore dost thou slay behind, 

Sporting in the npphng water didst thou midnight's hour beguile, 

^ut thy faint and thirsting mother anxious waits for thee the while. 

Hath my heedless word or utterance caused thy boyish bosom ®mart, 
but a feeble father’s failings may not wound thy filial heart. 

Help cf helpless, sight of sightless, and thy parents’ life and joy, 
Whereforeattthoumuteandvotceles$,speak,mybraveaRdbeauicousboy f 

Thus the sightless father welcomed cruel slayer of his son, 

And an anguish tore my bosom (or the action I had done, 

Sparce upon the sonless parents could I lift my aching eye, 

Scarce in famt aod faltenog accents to the father make Teply» 

For a tremor shook my person and my spirit sank m dread. 

Straining all my utmost prowess, thus tn quatenng voice 1 *aid 

'Not thy son, 0 holy hermit, but a Kshatra warrior born, 

Ilasa tatha stands befote thee by a cruel anguish torn, 

For I came to slay the tusker bySarayu’s wooded brink, 

BuQalo or deer of jungle stealing lui his midaight drink, 

And I heard a distant gurgle, some wild beast the water drunk,— 

So I thought, — some jungle tusker lifting water with ils truok. 

And I sent my fatal arrow on the unknown, unseen prey, 

Speeaing to the spot I witnessed, — there a dying hermit lay 1 

From his pierced and quivering bosom then the cruel dart 1 drew, 

And he sorrowed for his parents as bis spirit heavenward flew. 

Thus unconscious, holy father, I have slayed thy stainless son, 

Speak my penance, or in mercy pardon deed unknowing done ! 
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•^If) and sad’i bv Jfieir biddm" to the fatal spot I led, 

Long and loud lie«ailed the parents bj the cold unconscious d.ad, 

^nd r-Uh hymns and holy 'r»l»r they p-rfonned the funeral 
Then with tears that burnt and wtthcred, spake the hermit in g 


for r 
iiOtrrj. for « 


senhlo-idarfotUrsdirtst rOC, 
sonielntJ X>JJ4ri/ri tfLu thaitKncvs! 


S<et>tt<xftnii^((pon{p‘rik / 

Skou A lU j^epitiJ thou iha tffnshfor a lo^id ttrd riJiUous ton I 


Duttnt tt til t x*iot (?»»,— #«f tn full ett of tht time, ^ 

D xsa rat/ll s death tn an^t ish D-itx ra/* 1 1 itme I 

Soakc the old and si<*hll*ss prophet , then ne made tlv* funeral pyre, 
And the father and tl c mother penshed m the lighted ere, 


^ears base cone and many seasons, ard m fulness of *he lime 
Comes the fruit of pride and folly and the hatsest of my crime I 

Rama eM“st born and dearest LaKshmin true ind faithful son, 

Ah ’ forgive a dying father and a cruel ac ion done, 

Queen Kaikeyi thou hist heedless brought on Ri"hu’smce this stain, 
ban shed are the guiltless childreo and thy lord and king is s am 


Lay thy hinds oi mine Kausalya nipethy umvaihng teir, 
Speak a wife s consoling accents to a dying husband a ear, 


La\ thy binds on mine Sumitra, vision fills my closing , 

And for brave and ban shed Rama wings my spirit to the skies \ 

H oshed ind silcol pressed the midnight, feebly still the monirch sighed, 
Llessed Kausilya and Sunutra, blest Ins bauished sons, ind died 
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{,Th! v'utn* c/ihi Prtmij) 

T HC scene of this bo''k is laid at CiiitfiVota. Bhirat returning 
from ine knqdons of the Kaikejas heard of his fatii-rt dcitJi 
nnd his hrotlier's exile, and refused the throne nhieh hid bsen re 
seneJ fur him. He mndcred through the roods and jungle to 
Chitra kuta, and inip'ored Baira to return to Ajodh^a, and <eat 
himself on the throne of lii« father. But Kama had giren his irord, 
and Mould not irithdran from it 

Few j’assi jes m tne Epic arc rrore tmpressixe than Rama's wiie 
and kindly advice to Biiarat on »he duties of a ruler, and his Pin 
refusal to Dbarat’s I'assiouate appeal to seat hmself on th* throne 
Equally touching IS the lament t>f Queen Kauaal^a when s'le meets 
hita n tjie dress of an anchonie in ihe fo'est. 

But one of the ino^t curious passages in the rho’e Eoic is t'le 
speech of Jibali the Seep ic» who denied heaven and a world I ereaf er 
In ancient India as in ancient Greece there was different schools t>f 
philosophers, some of them orthodox and some of them extren-ljr 
lieietodox, and the grea'est lainude of free thought «as permiitei 
In Jabih, the poet d“r'ic’s a free thinker of the brnade^t tvpc. He 
ridicules if e tdcasof Uotvard of future Life with a force r f reasoning 
winch the Greek soohist and philosopher could not hare surpa's-d. 
B It Rami answers with l^e ferroor of a righteous, truth loving, God 
feSn n in 

All persui»ion iris m viin, and B'nrat returned to Ayodhja iritfi’' 
Raini’s sandal-., and pheed them on the throne, as an emblem of 
Riinifs. djif.’/f.'. hiwnlf. 

Wt Chura kou au J sojghi Uie ds-i>cr foivsts of Dandak, so that fais 









Ot tries AMD LUS OF ASCIFNT tSDt\ 

friends ind rchunns mijhl nol fiid him ajiiiij durin’ bis exile lie 
vuiTed llie li<.rmitD_e nf tin. Stint A«n , nml the ancient nnd 
%riierahli. "ift of Atti Welcomed the joun? S ta, nnil roll d lier m 
r ch rTim»nis iiid je \cls o» the eve of her detucture for llie uii 
explored wddernets ot tl t s uih 

Tile potti IS tra ishiet! »t tins Cook are tiie whole or the mam 
pornons of Sections xcix, c , ci , civ , ctiii , cix , cxii , and extx. of 
Euuh It of the uiigi lal text 


I 


The Meellrc of the Breihers 

Sorrowina for his ‘ire ilepirted Bharat lr> A>0(ih>a came, 

1 ut the exile of his hroihcr stung his noble heart to flame, 

Scorninz sir polluted '•mptre, tratelling with each widowed fjueen, 
Sought ihrough ixood and trackless jungle Chitra Vuta s peaceful scene, 

Poyal cuirds and Sjmt Vaa ‘hiha loitered with tSe danes behind, 
Onward pressed the eager Uaarai, Uamxs hermit hour lo find 

Nestled m a j injl* thicket Rama s cottage rose in s ght, 

Thatche I with l-aves and twining branches, teiied by Iskshmans 
faithful miaht 

J-i;;ots hewn of cnirli J hranches, I lossomi railed finm I iish and tree, 
Cms of tiatk a id ruiscC (.arments, 4,»rJ spread uj o i the lea, 

Niore rf horns and I ranch ng anlUrs. fre wevd for the drrey night,— 
«Si -ke the d«el c( a hermit su icsl fora hcrrtiu s rit" 
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Mir^ ihe ind tncVless forest wlicre tlie untamed lusVers roam, 
And the dee,) and liuUoivcivcnis where the Hi)d btasits make their home, 

Mark the spicio «•» wooded uplands, wreaths of smoke obscure the sky, 
riermtts ftcQ ihur fla umg aJtau for i'ie« «rot»lup pure and h gh 

Done our wcirj work and wandVinw, righteous Rama here we meet, 
Stmt and king and honoured Oder t Itharat bows unto his feet, 

Porn a king of minj nations he hath forest refuse sought. 

Yielded ihcoucand ungluy kui^dom for a hermit's humble cOt, 

Honour unto righteons Rama, unto Sna true and hold, 

Their» be fair KosaU's empire, crown and sceptre, weal'h and gold ’* 

Stately Stl nd feathered palm tree on the cottage lent their shade, 
falrewii upon the sa-red altar was the grass of iusa spread, 

Gady on the walls susp-nded hunj two bow* of nmple height, 

And then backssith gold was penedhd, bngbt as Indi K’sbowof m ght, 

Cased in broad unfiilinc quivers arrows shone like hgh> of day. 

And like flame tongued fiery serpents cast a dread and lurid ray, 

Resting in their golden scabbards lay the swords of warriors hold, 

And the targets b'oad and ample bossed with rings of yellow gold. 

Glove and gauntlet decked lh>* co’tage safe from fear of hostile men, 
As from creatures of the forest is tl e lion's lordly den i 

Calm in silent contemplat.on b) the altar’s sacred fire, 

Hcly in his pious purpo«e though begin by weapons dire. 

Clad m deer skin pure and peac^f il, pnriag on the s-rcred Game 
In his bark and titrir I's ticsscs like an anchorsie of f^in-, 

D'Ciu shouldered, mighty amci, bat with gen le lotus eye, 

Lord of widi. earth ocean g rdled, but loten: on p.aance high, 

5 



}!eir Tnd of Kosila I Post llioti terd our ftther relf, 

A ) i Die lufi) mandate from hts ru}al lips tint fell. 

And titc nnc e it Pt ^ ralm, glo to ts stiH in te?al 

Potli be pa« his bn^iit life’s escniiio in each pure and holy tight } 

Pnth mv mother, Queen KaimHi sti*I for Rima -e* h-r ere, 

And tlie ge it’e Queen Sumitri for her tiartslied LaL'fiinan si^h, 

Do h tli« p—rlt's Q le^n Kiikeji pi't h'r dajs itt duti'-' fair, 

Gantd her Bharai s «t gUi> empire, tc id him mth a mother's, care ? 

Is each iio y Ti;ht and horrast to th* Go Is and rmhers don*, 

Is the hono-r dL« to elders rendered b) ea*"!) doieot s son, 

Dotli) r-arriors '•uard thy kingdom os o'" j-o e nth match’'»s" ski I, 
And >vitli counsel d'cp and duteous do iliy tiiiii sters sene thy nil ? 

Rmh thy fi-lds in corn and produce fed hy neers broad and d^cp, 
Ktch thy green unending pa« utes with the mn* and fattened sheep, 

Tend Ih- herd'man and bis catOe. tend the tiller of th» soil, 

^^atcll and help with all th) bo-rt) irorkmen in their p-aceful to I, 

Tor th“ monarch’s hish-st duty i> *0 serre his p“op’e’s real 
And the ruler 5 rtc ie»i glor) i» to labour and to heat I 

G latd Ihy forts mb sleepless caution rub the engines of the war, 
iih the m-n who shoo the arrow and who drire the fl> mg car. 

Guard KosaU s ro) al treasure, mak" tbj* qif s of realth and food. 

Not to lords and proud retainer', but to i-ortliy and t ■* good ' 

R-nder justice pare and spo less as be'its thy ro'^al I n-, 

Apd to save the good and gu Il'ess, Bharat, fa“ i’ ei-r thine. 

For the t“3rs of siifi’ iing virtu* wither lv<“ the thunder lev P, 

And thty s!i> oat men and cattle like the wra’h of iigh tous heaves/ 

Fruitful he thy lore of Veda, fruitful be each pio is rit* 

Be thy qjesa a fruuful notber, be tby crop re fu 1 of inigh' I ■* 
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A\ eepine, weepinp, Bhant msnered Dim ntln's eldest son, 

“ Da«a ratlia walks the bnght sk), for his earthly task is done ! 

I or lmpelled^ly Queen Kaikeyi to the woods he bade thee s;o, 

And his spotless fame was clouded and lus bosom sank in woe, 

And iny mother, late repentmtf, weeps her deed of deepest shame, 

A\ eeps her wedded lord departed, and a woaian s tarnished fame ’ 

Thou alone canst wipe this instiU b) a deed of kinoness done,— 
Kule 0 er Data latha's empire Dasa ratha s eldest son, 

\\ eeping cpieens and loyal stibyecis aiipphcaie thy noble grace — 
Ilule oer Raghu's ancient empire, sou of Faghus royal race ’ 

1 or our ancient Law ordianeth and thy Doty makes it plain, 

Eldest born succeeds his father as the king of earth and main, 

By the fait Earth loied and welcomed, Rama, he her wedded lord, 
As by pUnet jewelled Midnight is the radiant moon adored ' 

And thy father’s ancient min’sters and thy courtiers faithful still, 
■NYait to do tl y n^hteous mandate and to serve thy royal will, 

As a pnpil, as a brother, as a slave, I seek thy grace,— 

Come and rule thy fathers empire, king of Kaghu’s royal race I ’* 

^\eeplllg, on the feet of Kama Bharat placed his lowly head, 
eepiUo for his sue departed, rears of sorrow Rama shed, 

Then he raised his loving brother with an elder's rfealhfess love, 
Sorrow wakes our deepest kindness and our holiest feelings prove I 

*' Put I may not,’ answered Pama, “seek •^yodhya's ancienttfirone, 
Tor a righteous falhei's mandate duteous sou may not disown, 

And I nny not, centfe brother, break the ward a( pronuse given, 

> 'i 0 a king and to a father who is now a samt in heaven ! 

N'nt on thee, nor on thy mother, rests the censure or the blamej 
i-a ihfu! to bis fatbst j ntsljes f^ama JO thp forest came, 
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Tor ths son nnd duteous consort sene the fither and the lord, 
Higher than an empire’s giory is a father's spoken word I 

^11 imioli'e IS his rmndnte,— *cnj Aytidhya's jewelled thnJne, 

Or vn pathless woods and jungle ^ma shall his duty own, 

AH inviolate is the hiessmg In a loving mother given, 

For she blessed my 1 fe in exile like a pitying saint of heaven I 

Thou sh i// riili iht kuijidoin, Bhatai, •unrd our Itvtoz ffople ire//, 
Cltxi inv.ili 6arA und m deer tkin I tkatl in ihe fortiii dnell, 

So spake sntnliy Dasa ralka ttt AtoJAtn's pal ice hall. 

And rt ngktious /athet^s ttuuidale duteous son vt ly not recall I ’* 


lit 

Kaasalya’s Lamest asd Rama's Reply 

Slow Tfid Sid with Sitot Visivhthn. with each widowed royal dame, 
Unto Rama’s hermit-cottage ancient Queen Kausalya came, 

And she saw him chd in wild bark like a hermit stern md high, 
And an inguisli smote her bosom and a tear bedewed her eye 

Rvna bowed unto his mother and each elder's blessings sought, 
Held tiieir ftet in saluntion with a holy reverence fraught, 

\nd the qu-ens with loving fingers, with a mother's tender care, 

S rept the dust of wood and jungle from Ins head and bosom fair, 

I akshmin loo tn loving homage bent b“fore each royal dime. 

And they blessed the faieli/ul hero spotless in his righteous fame 

I isily came the soft eyed Sila with obeisance soft and sweet, 

■\iid with hands in meekness folded bent her tresses to their feet. 

Pun and nnguish smote then bosoms, round their Sitaas they 
Hs a mobier clasps a daughter, clasped her in their loving 
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1 orn from rojit ln!I -jod mtiiMnn nncer of ihe dirksnme hood. 
Reft of home ind kith and kindred b\ her forest hni sli^. sto id [ 

•‘ Hist thou, dtttcliter of Videhi ’ neepios: thus KuktNi srtd, 
“D«eh in hcods andJerf) coiM..* and m jnthJess jinule sirixed, 

Hast thou, Rann s roril conso't hted a ^lomele«^ anchorite, 

I'lle wuh rigid fut and jKnance, non» with toil of ri.liteous rile ? 

Jiiit th) s'Teet face cende S la is like fided Joins dn. 

And like 111) patched b) sunluhi, Ihsueless tin beauteous e)C, 

Like the cold untimeJ) tarnished 1$ Ihr sorrow s)nd"d brow, 

Like the moon b> shadosvs darkened is th) form of beaut) now ! 

And an anguish scathes m\ bosom like ihe wiiherinc forest fire, 
Thus to see thee, duteous daught-'t, in rmsfortunes deep and dire, 

Dark IS Wide Kosala’s empire, datk is Richn s rojal house, 

^\ hen in \soods iny Rama wanders aod my Rama's tojal spouse 1 ’* 

S iKill}, SHa tyfd «anx f rrrrf ^ >»;m fur and f\lK 

yv.j/ a n^hUcus father i mandtU duteous son »"a/ not reo// ' 


IV 

Jabahs ReasanJfl^' and Ramas KepJj 

Jahali a learned Brahman and a ^ophisi skilled m s\ord, 

Questioned I ailh and I^n and Duu, s{ oke toyouiiq \}od!)}a'5 lord 

herefore, Rama, idle maxims cloud tha ti*ait and warp ihj mind 
Maxims which iiuslead the simple and (he thou^htlc s human kind ^ 

I 'll e nor fnendihip doth a niorial 10 Ins knh or ktftcjft-d own, 

*1 nierins on this wide earth fnend css, and deparunr; all alont, 

I op! sill) u.ion the filhcr and the molisfr doles I) e son 
K.mahip is an idle fanc),— save ihjsclf ih) knti is no le I 
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In ihe inn h“ haltelU ^ihorn dis nnt hnds dnth ronm, 

I -a\es It uitii the duviun^ dijli^lu for mother tnnMetit home, 

Thu? on enrth are kin and ki Klred 1 ome md country, weilth md «tore, 
We hut meet them on our 3 ouru«y, lcn\e them as we J/Ass before • 

H hert-fore for n father’s mmdate leave thy empire and fliy throne, 
i’rss thy di\s in trackless ) io^Jl sacrificing all thy own, 

herefore to Avndhj a*s citv as to longing niff’s embrace 
Speed’st thou not to rule thy enipiri., lord of Ragliu s royal race ’ 

Dasa ratha claims no duty, and lii« nill k empty word, 

View liim as a foreign naonarch, of thy realm thou art the lord, 

nasa ratha is departed, gone where all the morals go, 

For a dead man’s idle mandate wlfercfore lead this life of woe ? 

Ah t I weep for einns monals who on ening duty bent 
Sacrifice their dear enioyment till their batreo life is spent, 

^\ho to Gods and to the Taihers tainlv »til1 ihcir ofTerings make, 
Waste of food I for God nor P iiher doth our pious homage take 1 

And file fond hv one partaken, can it ootinsh other men 
Food bestowed upon a Brahman, can it serve o.r Faihere tVen ? 

r a fly priests In ve forged these maxims and with selfish olijects say,— 
Make lliy gifts and dolhy penance, lease thy worldly weahti and pray 1 

Tiiere is no Hereafter Rama, sam the hope and creed of men, 

S ek the pkasures of the present, spurn illusions poor and laiii, 

I ake t!ie course of sense an I wisdom cast all idle faith aside, 
lake tile kingdom Bharat offers, rule Ayodiiya in thy [iride ' ’ 

“ Fair thy purpose,” answered Rama “ false thy reason leaps astray, 

T ortuous wisdom brings no profit, tirtue «huns the crooked way, , 

F ir the deed proclaims the hero from the man of spacious lies, 

Harks the true and upright from the scheming worldly wise / f 



^TT<nE*n^ \ 


K\i^ 


. sj5»i sitiOTH! 


jl Erics \^D EWa OF ANOEVT IVDIV 

If assumms; virtue s mantle 1 should 'eel. the sm'^ul path, ^ 

G(jds who judge our secret motues curse ije with their deep“st wnth, 

And thy coun'el helps not mit mtosiottsof the sli to wio, 

And a king his subjects follorr adding deeper sin to sin ! 

Sweep aside thy crafty reasonm* Truth is still our ancient wa>, 
Truth sustains the earth and nations and a monireli’s righteuiis swiy, 

Miehtv Gods and holj sages find m Truth their J iren shore, 

Scorning death nnd dark destruction. Truth suivitcs for evciotote, 

I'>endlier than the serpent’s venom is the venom of t he, 

From the Talse, than from the cohra, men with deeper terror flj, 

I>»3rer tJnn the food to mortals. Truth as nourishment is piren, 
Truth sustains the wide creation, IrUh upholds the highest heaven 1 

\ a n were gifts and sicnficcs, rigid pemnces were vnn, 

Profitless the holy but for Truth which thej siisiiin, 

0 fts and rifes and rigid penance hare no aim or purpose high, 

Save in Truth which rules th- wide earth and the regions of tl>e 'k> I 

1 hate pi ahted truth and prom ss and mj word maj not unsay, 
fourteen years in pathless fonsis fathers maiidjle 1 obey, 

And I 'eel no spacious rca'Ons roy rehnijuished throne to wm, 

Gods nor Fathers nor the J'r/ir counsel tortuous paths of sin 1 

Pirdon r/iAi, sull tinchans ng shall remain mv prnmi«e given 
To my molher Queen Kaikeyi, to my father now m heaM.n, 

Pardon, risfii, sliU in jungle *e shall seek the forest fire, 
l\ orshipGods who watch our actions, and j tmilc tiie eaiih and air ' 

Unto Acsi unto\Aao shall my constant pray eis run, 

IjShall Iivl hie liapj y Isi r*, hundred sacrifices done, 

Anithidtp nni<i,tkso-nejan;htl-tUh Runns -oy\} hiU 
J’jr a Ti^h( e fither s m vidilt duteiis son iii ijr ucl r<catt I " 
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V 

The SaadAls 

Tears nor si"b3 nor sad enliealy Raron's cbafigeless purpose shook. 
Till once more atUh hands conjoined Bharat to his elder spoke 

'• Rama, true to roval mercy, true to duties of thy race, 

Grant this favour to thy mother, to thy brother grant this grace, 

V-Jin were m> unaided efforts to prolecl our father's throne, 

Town and hamlet, lord and tiller, turn to thee and thee alone 1 

Unto Rama, friends and kinsmen, chiefs and warriors, turn in pain, 
And each city chief and elder, and each humble village swam, 

Rase thy empire slronc, unshaken, on a loyal nation’s wilt, 

Al ith thy worth and with thy valour sene thy faithful people still I ” 

Rama raised the prostrate Bharat to his ever lovinj breast, 

And in voice of tuneful hansa thus his gentle speech addrest • 

“Trust me, I’harat, lofty virtue, ‘trenglh and will to thee helon", 

Thou coulds’t rule a world widcernpitc in thy faith and purpose strong. 

And onr father’s ancient ministers, ever hithful, wise nnd deep, 

'1 lie) shall help thee with their counsel and thy anciem frontiers keep 

LstI the \foon may lose his lustre, Himalava lose his snow, 

Heaving Ocean piss his confines surging from the caves below, 

Rut the truih abiding Rima will not move from prom se given, 

He hath spoke and will not pilicr, help him righteous C ids in heaven i ' 

Rhzing like the Sun tn splendour, beiuteous like ihe I^td of Night, 
Kama vowed his Vo»v of Duty, changeless in his holy mi Jit f 

‘ Humble token,” answered Bharat, “still I seek from Rma’s hand, 
Token oI.his,lave-an(i.kmdnr5s,,tok«i-Qf lus.bi-jji cojmnaiid., ‘ 
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t tom tVij fee* cist forth those sandil- tJ es sinll tlerorale the throne, 
Ftiej shall nerst mi hem toduts tod shill safely guard thy own, 

f'ley shall lo a loni nation absent ntonaren’s will proclaim, 

\\ alch the frontiers of the empire and the people » homage claim ' " 

Rama gate the loosened «indals as hi» younger hii" ble prated, 

1 1 arat boiled to them in homage and his pining jiurpose said 

‘ Voi alone Mill banished Rama barVs and malted tresses wear, 

I < urteeii } ears the croiti ed Bharat mil in hermit s dres» appear, 

Henceforth Bharat dwells in palace ew'sed as hermit of the wood, 

In the sumptuous halt of feasting wild fruit is his only food, 

rmirleen sears shall pa«s m wait in" «ear\ toil and penance d re, 
Fnen, if Rama comes not Ining IlUatat uies upon the y yre 


The HenniUge of Atrl 

» h the sandals of I is elder PI ant lo A) odhya went 
Rama suu ht fur deeper forests on h s arduous duly oent, 

tt ardetin^ Miiii his wife and rilshinan s?ow|\ sfiiicnt the hen itrge, 
htte teaidcij «aii>il> Mil \ n.ir Bard and ancient 

Sj v'Jf.'*. Vfo ■«ai,*r,ia«r»a*’, 1^, 

iiconird Sita i»» I ir ci lenord ber »u)) mn her s Jose, 

t lase her ri hf and hi ly catlsi d jewilleil rmij and rt am rf gol 1, 

, I’c-ard t'lc u < f Jose and ‘jdi ess nhiUi tin. soft cs-d 'am {« Id 

1 low ll e mnnircb i f \ dcha J cM the | lr'«i’'h and t' le 1 ll e ear U, 
Fx-.in th- furiuTi made by y toughs* ate lafjni £iu sj rang lu h til , 



Till: RAMWAVi 


Hov 7 the monarch of Videha wetcomed t»»!;s of worth and pnde. 
Rama ’midst the gathered nioiiarchs broke the bow and won the bride, 

How by Queen Kaikeyi’s mandate Rama lost his father’s throne, 

Sin followed him tn exile in the forest dark and lone ' 

Softly from the lips of Sita words of joj and sorrow fell, 

And the pure souled pious priestess wept to hear the tender tale. 

And she kissed her on ti»e forehead, held her on her ancient hreisr, 
And in moth'r’s tender accents thus her gentle thoughts exprest 

“S veet the tale you tell me, Sita, of Ihy weddin® and thy love, 

Of the true and tender Rama, righteous as the Gods above, 

And thy wifely deep devotion fills my heart with purpose high, 

Stay with us my gentle daughter for the night shades gather ni*h. 

ITistenmg from each distant resioij feathered songsters seek their nest, 
Twitter in the leafy thickets ere they seek their nightly rest. 

Hastening from their pure ablutions with their pitchers smooth and fur, 
In theit dnpptng barks the hermits to their evening rues repair, 

And in sacred agtn hflr'aho\y .anchorites ensage, 

And a wreath of smoke ascending marks the altar of each sage 

Nov a deeper shadow mantles bash and brake and trees around, 

And a thick and inky darkness falls upon the distant ground, 

Midnight prowlers of the yungle steal beneath the sable 'hade, 

]!ut the tame dler by the altar seeks Ins wonted nightly bed 

Mark 1 how by the stars encircled sails the radiant I,ord of Nigfit, 
tVith ins train of silver glory streaming o’er ihe azurs heigiit, 

And thy consort waits thee, Sita, but before thou leavesr, fur, 

] ■'t me deck thy brow and bosom with these jewels rich and nro, » 

O'd these eyes and grey these tresses, buta thrill of joy js mine, 

'I mis to see tin, ^ouiiiaadlieattl^ m tlus^pcncous sfiLoe ’ " 
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Pleased nt heart theancinel pnestess dad her in apparel meet, 

And the }Oung nife g)ad and grateful botred to Anasuja’s feet, 

Robed and jeweUed, brubt and beauteous, sweet ea ed Sitt softly came, 
\\ here wuh anxious liori awaited Rama prince of rubteous fame 

W ith a wifely lose and Jonging Sita met her btro bold, 

Ana>u}a'» lu\e and Kindness it her grateful accents told, 

Rama and his brother listened of the grace b> Sita gained, 

Pasours of the ancient ptiesiess, pious blessings she had raned 

In the risAis peaceful asram Rama passed the sacred night, 

In the hushed and silent forest siUered by the moon's pale light, 

I) ij light dawned, to deeper forests Rama 'rent serene and ptnud, 

As the sun in inid da} splendour sinks withiti a bank of cloudi 



BOOK V 


P A N C H A V A T I 
(0 tht banks cj the Godavari) 

’’111' Saint 

are and bit residtnce on ilie banka of Ibe Gadavan river. 

and crossed The ^Vin^l°^ Nodbern India 

and aice..n,n" c "’'’""“'"s. and Ihe scene of the present 

Tb. nJ™ r " '»'<* «" Deccan and Southern IndiT 

S^Ts ToIH ofTh Deccan, and many are the 
be^nl in aTl^ *’«fote whom the Vindhya mLntains 

I. "« l,i;erTbat'’som’'e"'’l'' ■'V*®'’'"''"'’ “= “’" “d 

beyond the VinSi. fTr"’ Pa""tated 

Deccan thr^P th ^ ^ founded the first Aryin settlement in the 
selller-l-ih. Pmneer, discoverer and 

Aryan colonira.mn and tyTn“r’eI,r«n “ 

me inTbc nTno' ''ermila-e, Rama built bis forest daell 

fv”er, and wiibm,'’/®!; n”':’ Dodavar, 

I here be livln ’ ,''“"‘*''5 bom the modern cily of Bombay 
the BonJ , b'a “ifn and brother in peace a^d p ely and 

wtien the brothers anT ‘^ascriptirm of an Indian winter morning, 
and Ihoneh ofTher ? ® “’A"' ablutions in i|,e Godavari, 

peaceful fores, 1 fe Tf^h “ i ‘I'ae'ipbu" uf Ibe 

eve nf c, ‘ ‘ue of Ihe eailes cornea in most appropriatelv on the 

He. tumTo'.heTm aE3 2,ch gT? 

turnina ooint nf tl ® ^b'u 'Pu now stand therefore at the 

. pomtoflbepoctsiianalive, he hat sung of douieslic inci. 
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J3 tries ^ND LWS OF A^CIE*?! l"Tnit 

(ViiJ' miJ of feacefo) heimi ig-s so hr, he sings of dis'cnsiois nrd 

jfN iKrreificr 

litt. i'liwons }iins)ii‘^ in Ihis Took form Secfions i, ^ii , ■^5H< 
x\ , Hid 'cvi , o( I3o<.k m of »he ongiinl text 


I 

The Ketritajfe of Agastja 

K c' terjs 'Ririi 'oh eved Sua, and the ctlhnt LaVsliTtn «tood 
In iiic wi'dsrness o^ DaooaV,— trackless, pxihles*, boundless stood, 

Til' tMtlii \ t« E;bon\ series ditV and de-p Hid known to ffiv, 

11 amble bun'es of liermit sages rose befutc the princes' view 

Coats of Inrk and scattered iutc snake their peaceful pure abode, 
fe at cf pious rue and penance which niih holy splendour gloned, 

Forc«t soMjsters kn-w the and the wild dee'cropt us I hde, 

And the '*reet-t<jfced *jl»an «ood njmph haunted o't its hoJj slade, 

Pri hliT ' li2“d ’he saried altar va«e “nd ladli. stood aroind, 
hr lu and b os&om »Kiit and faggot, saiicti led the holy ground 

From the hr ad and I "mlm; hranchea npernn" frui s in chi'lera hun", 
And wi ‘i 5,ihs -lid nth t baiions ht.rinus raised ilu. ancient soti”, 

1 otiis a id the r r^m ? h dtneed toon the Hpphnj rdl, 

And the „o J-n s\.nliju wintered on the grc-nwooJs caIn and s’lll, 

And the con'eoriteil wnod'and 1 j the holy htrinits trod 

S*u ! •* like Ukiuvij skj in lasite, boHonrd h/ the {.race of Gcd J 

Hama lon«» n- 1 tl irc h s l»Oir st«ne nrul the p'^re^ul scene surveyed. 
And ih, li 1 j saj-j nclcoaied Wanderers in the fori.jt shade, 

* Hama hucht as 1 oid cj Midmehr, S ta with her sainllv fac". 

Ijkii n an yuung and u-e at-d valiant, decked with wamoi s pcetlcW 
grace 1 


inr 
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hut Ulc hnlv sngct to the toTi! gv“sts i^^tCned, 

JJryc/^/tt {{><.(it (dill «fid foreit t/iossu •?, Wes*cd liiein t'JlJ; llicit hkS3 
51155 kiiuj, 

“ Ra^hii’s son,” thus spike the s**ces, “ beSp^r of cicli hoi j rite, 
I’uftion of til-: rojal I*Jiir\, fojiii of jusuct. and of nii^lxt, 

On thy throne or in the forest, km^ of nations, lord of men, 

Grant to ti3 thy kind protection m this herinit's loiitly den 

Horn**!/ fire ind junjk produce were before tbe pnnees fnd, 

And tiie toil nOr 1, tcnd(.r faita s'umticred iii the asram s shide 

Tlnij from ijro' e to srnve they vtondcred, to each hount of holy 'age, 
Strabhatiga’s sacred dirdjmg md Sutikshna'* hernuUtfe, 

Till ihej mt.t ih** Saint Acastja, nichtiest Snnt of niden tir-e, 
llarbin^et of holy culture in the wilds of South-rn clime I 

” Eldest born of I)isi ratha, lon^ and far hath Kama strayed, 

Ihus to pupil of A5,ost)a jounj, and gallant Lakshman said,—* 

** \\ ith his faithful con«ott Sita m ihe«6 wilds he wanders still, 

1 am righteous Kama’s younger, duuous to ius royal will. 

And we pas-, these 3 ears of eail* to our fatS-rN rn-ndate true, 

1 am to mighty Saint A^asiy t we would render homage due ! " 

l.^stening to his word« the hermit soiiqht the shrine < f Sacred Fire, 
Spake the message of the prince^ to theSarncand ancier,r Sire 

Kishteojs Rama, valiant I ak«hman, Mmily Sita »eek this shide, 
And to soc thee, radiant m< 4 % li.ive in huniWo occents j'lajed ” 

“ Hath he come,” so smke \;a«t}a, “Rama prmce of RagHu’s race, 
\outli for whom this lieaii hath thirsted, youth euduea with righteous 
Rrace, 

,Hath he come with wife and bro'her to accent our creelirga I 
Uiicrcfore came je for pfrEui<sioii| wherefore linger they bchn 
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Rnma and itie soft ejed Sua weie with gallant Lakshman led, 

here the dun deer free lud feacless roimcd within the holy shade, 

Where the shrines of great Iminortils strwd m order thicl. and close. 
And by btisht and bla/ing altars chanted songs and h} mns arose. 

r.RVHMA and the flammg As'ii, Vishnu lord of heasenly liglit, 
Indka and benign Vuasxt ruler of the azure hei,jhl, 

SoMt and ilie radnnt T 5 iiaca. and Kuvpra lord of gold, 

And ViDiuTRi great Creator wot 8 lui>i>e<l by the saints of old, 

Vi\u breath of living creatures, Y\Mt monarch of the dead, 

Aod Varun\ with his fetters which the trembling smners dread, 

Holy Spirit of Gwatpi goddess of the morning prajer, 

V \sus and the hooded Nacss. goldecuwinged Gvrudv fair, 

Kartikfya heatenl) leader strong to conquer and to bless, 

1)11 SRMA god of human duty and of human righteousness, 

Shrines of all these bright IromortaU ruling in the skies above, 

Filled the pure and peaceful forest with a calm and holy lose ! 

Girt h> hermits righteous hearted then the Saint Agislya came, 

Kich in nealih of pious penance, rich in learning and m fame, 

Mi^ht) armed Rama marked him rndiant like the midday sun, 
Roned and rendered due ob*isaiice with each act of homage done, 

Valiant I.aks1iman tall and stately to the great .Agastja beat, 

With a wuinan’s soft desotion &ita bowed unto the saint 

Sami Agastva raised the princes, greeted them in sccents sweet, 

Gale them fruit and herb and water, ofleted them the hoiioursd scat, 

With libations unto ACM offered welcome to each guest. 

Food and drink beseeming liertmts on the weaned princes pressed, 

“ False the hermits," «pafce Aeastya, “ who to guests their dues ^eoy, 
Jiunjer they in I.fc 1 creaftet— like the speaker of a he. 
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And a royal {luest and wanderer doth oar foremost honour claim, 

Car borne kin^s protect the wide earth by their prowess and their fame, 

Dy these fruits and fo»est Wo'SO-ns he our humhle homage sheiVD, 
hy soni- gift, of Rama worthy, he Agas ya’s bls'sings kno \n I 

Take this bow, heroic Rama —need for warlike arms is tfiine, — 
Gems of more than earthly radiance on the goodly weapon shine, 

Worshipper of riahteous VisJinu' \iSH\y’s wondrous weapon take. 
Heavenly artist Viswt karma-t shaped this bow of heavenly make I 

1 ake this shining dart of Bft VH la radiant like a ton?oe of flatne, 
Sped by good and northy archer never shall it miss its aim, 

And this iNORt’a ample quiver filled mth arrows true and keen, 

Filled with arrows still uofaiiing m the battle » dreadful scene 1 

Take this sabre golden hiltcd in its cose of hornisbed gofd, 
hoc unworthy o? a monarch and a varrior true and bold, 

Impious foes of bright Immortals know these weapons dread and dire, 
Jlowing down the ranks of foeroen, scathing like the forest fire 1 

Pe ikesc vafom thy (Ompantont^ — Pamm tkm shall nttd thtm oft^— 
Meet and tonqner still ^hy foenien like the Thunder God aloft/ " 


II 

The Cuansel of Agas^yz 

Pleased am I ” so spake A'n<ty'i, “in these forests dark and wil< 
Tiiou hast come to <eek me, Rama, r itb the saintly Janak s child. 

Put like pile and drooping bios om severed from the parent tree, 
Rir from home in to 1 a d trout le, fiithful S a follows li ee, 

0 
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True to wedded lird and liusbind she huh followed 1’ i;hu's sen, 
J\ iih a woman's deep d..Tot*on woman's duiy s'le 1 atli done ' 

How unhke the PeWe woman, true wh»lc Ftme and Tortune snnle, 
1 jithless when misfoituncs jjather, m ht.r uic'kcd u>le, 

How uni ke the cha tjeful woman, fnU* as haht the hshtnints Hmj, 
Keen as sihre, -j tick as utnpsst, swift as Inrd upon its win? / 

l)*ad to Forlnne’s frown or fironr, S ta sti I i.i truth abides, 

-,^1 (lie star of Arundhat' m her nans on stifl resides, 

Jlesi thee wtth ihj cemle consort, ftnher stiH ‘he msv not roan', 
}fo!ief were this herntu a fo'est as the •ain'l)' am s home 1 ’ 

‘ (neat \2ast)a * ‘ answered Rama, •' (ites‘Cd is me Innislied i •’e/ 

] or tl>} kindnes) to au rsileaoj hi> fnendlcs* lioiiicless nh, 

I.ut in wifder, efoomter forests toncsome we miis' wander sfnf, 
here a deeper, darker shadow settUs on the ruck and nil 

•' Re ft so ” Aeartra answered. ** two short frora tJnr p'ac?, 

lid IS I’anchasati s forest where unseen the wild d<.cr race, 

0 r.hsan's hnpid waters J*irot*ch its cloom7 corces Bow, 

1 rini and toot and lusciou* beoiescn us silent margin „row, 

‘'-rk that spot and with thy brother huild a lone*orn* leif) hone, 
lend ihv true and toil sorn S ta, lariher s’lll she ins) rot roam ' 

Nn* un1tno«n to ne the mandate thy roxal father cnen 

Kiit un«een t! 7 e dless wanjennr' d“s' ned by the wnl rf Heatfo, 



THE f \MAi\NA 


Thg'' I'Ct'nd T slnpin« tiphnd by i steep ?nd lofty hid, 

T noil s.tnU enter I’Auohavan, Wtissom-covered, cilcti and slid I " 

I! 1 Ml)'' to the creil \ci'!t\3, Ritm Ipft the mis’hty sace, 

to eicti saint and hetmUf Lakshman left tiic bcrmi'a;*, 

And the pniices fill ind sf-ttely mrclied where Panchinti Iij, 
Soft e^ed ilia foUoivxd meekly »hetc her Rama ted Ihc v.ay I 
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Yhe Forest of Panchaeatt 

(Jndmri s linpid waten in herslonm) gorges rtnjed, 

Unsc"!! rangers of the jungte nestled cn the datksome ‘hade ’ 

“ Slatk ihe woodlands,” uttered Rama, ‘ by the Saint Agisiya told, 
I'liichavati’s lonesome forest with its blossoms red and gold, 

S^tiHed to scan the wond nnd j mglo, Lafcshmao, cast thy eje 8round> 
For our humble home and dwelling seek a low and kael ground, 

Where ihe river laves its margin v nh a soft and gentle kiss, 
here my sweet and 'ofi e>vd S'la may repose in sjhan bliss, 

.Where the lawn i> frerh and verdrnt and the Ausa young and br ght^ 
And the creeper yield her blossoms fut out sacrificial rite ” 

"Little can I help thee, brother,” did the duteous Lakshman sa>, 

*■ 1 liou an prompt to judge and fathom, Laksliman listens to obey ’ ” 

“■\Iirk tins spot," so answered Rama, leading I^aWiman by the hand, 
‘ Spft the hwn of aerdan* hast, beauteous blossoms lijht the land, 

Milk the smiling lake of lotus eleammg wuh a radiance fair, , 

Watimg fresh and gentle fragnoce o’er the rirh and ladeo "ur, 

iilatk each scented shrub and crecp'*r bending o’er the lucid wave, 

H here the bank with seft ewesses Godaiari’s wa’ers hi e 1. 
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Tuneful ducks frequent this mi^m, CAakr irik »» hreaihc of Iot?, 
And the iitnid deer of jungle liro^se «ithm the ahad) gro>e, 

And the Talle>s are resonant ««ih the pcncnck's chrmn crj-. 

And the trees ntih budding blossom* ghticr on the mountams high. 

And the mcks m well marked stnia m their glittering lines at pear 
! ike the streaks of white and ctimsoo painted on our tits>.er> fair f 

S'ately S>J and feiihered palm tree ciiard this darkmme foreit land, 
(jolden date and flowering mango stretch afar on either hand, 

Aii>^ ihriaes and blazmc Ktntui, CAnndnn wafts a fragrance rare, 
iH; 1/1 ktniA and Khuhra by the,Su»it daik and fair, 

I eauteous spot for hermit dwelling joyous with the aoice of son?. 
Haunted by the timid wild deer and by black buct, fleet and strong f 

jf oe compelling faithful Lakshman heard the words his elder said. 
And hy stordj toil and labour stately home and dwelling made, 

■Spacious was the leafy cotlaee walled with moistened earth and soft, 
I’lllared with the stately bamboo holding high the roof aloft, 

Intetlacing twigs and branches, corded from the ridge to eaves. 

Htld the thatch of reed and branches and of jungle grass and leave'. 

And the floor was pressed and levelled and the to Ijnme task was dooe, 
And the structure rose in beiutj for the righteous Haghu's son 1 

To the river for ablutions Lalcshroan went of warlike fame, 

W ith a store of fragrant lotus and of luscious berries came, 

'^rcnficing to the Bricbt Gods sacred hymns and n 'infras said, 
I'toudl) then unto his elder shewed the home his hand had made, 

J I her s^ft and pratef J accents gentle Sita pratred hn skr!!, 

J rtiied a brother's lotmg labour, praised a hero s dauntless wiJk 

Jss-na clasped hit faithful Lakshman m a brother's fond emhrsre, 
bpake 111 sweet and kmdly accents mUi aa pldct s lorm; grace , 
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“ How can Rama, homeless wana’ier, priceless love like thme requite, 
Let lorn hold thee in his bosom, soul of lose and arm of might. 

And our father good and gracious, in a righteous son like thee. 

Lives again and treads the bright earth, from the bonds of Yam i free I’’ 

Thus spake Rima, and with Lakshman and with Sitn child of love, 
Dxelt in Panc(u\aii’s cottage as the Rctglit Gods dwell above I 


IV 

Winter to PaochArati 

Came and passed the golden autumn in the forest’s gloomy shade, 
And the northern blase of winter swept along the silent glade, 

\\ hen the chilly night was over, once at mom the prince of fame 
For his morning’s pure ablutions to the Godavari came. 

Meek eyed Sita softly followed with the pitcher in her arms, 
Gallant Lakshenaii spake to Rama pf the Indian winter’s charms: 

“ Comes the bright and bracing winter to the royal Rama dear, 

I <ke a bride the beauteous *ea$on doth in richest robes appear, 

Frosty air and freshening rephyr* wake to life each marl and plain. 
And the corn m dewdrop sparkling makesa sea of waving green, 

But the village maid and matron shun the freeeing river’s shore, 

By the fire the village elder tells the stirring tale of yore , 

With the winter’s ample harvest men perform each pioos nfe, 

To the Fathers long departed, to the Gods of holy might, 

With the rite of t^f^rttyana pious men their sms dispel, 

And with gay and sweet observance songs of love the women tell, 

And the monarchs b^ot on conquest mark the winter’s cloudless plo 
1 ead ihcir bannered cars and forces ’gainst the rival and the foe 1 

southwards rolls the solar chanot,and the cold and widowed North 
vA * und jc^nw zxAt\j sighs bet sonows forth, 
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S'>uthTrard rolls the sohr chitio*. HimiUj-t, * home of sio>r,* 

Trae to name and appellation doth iij whiter garments slow, 

SoJ’hward rolls the solar ohmot, cold and cnso the frostj air, 

.Md the wood of Qotrer dt^niamicd do'h tii russet roh's appear • 

S afcf Pushp rules neceinh*r and the nisht with rime is hoar, 

And beneath the suri> welUn in the wood* we sleep no more, 

And the palemnon mist-enshrouded shed> a ftmi and feeble beitn, 
's the breath obscures li c minor, winter mist obscures her gleam, 

H dden by the mm 2 rapour fami she clutens on the dale 
I Ice ouc sun-embrowndii Siu with her toil and petnnee pale > 

Sweepin 2 blasts from western mountains throuch the eorjes whistle bj 
As the t tras and the curlew raise their shrill and piefeittg cry, 

llotmaless fields of wheat and Inrles ate with dewdrops moist and wet, 
And Die golden rice of winter ripens like the clusterms date, 

IVo'iIpd marts and rural hamlets wake to I Te af\d cheerful to 1, 

And the peaceful happy nations prosper on their fcttile soil ' 

^hrJk the sun in niornin 2 rapours — 1 Lethe moon stihdued and pale— 
] ri;irening as the day adrances piercing through the darLsome scil, 

■Mart, bis gay and golden lustre aparkhns o’er the de«y lea 
Maathng lull and field and forest, panmng buth and leaf and tree, 

^latV. It clistcn on the ereen grass on each hnjhl and b'ndmg b’ade 
1 .hicn up the long drawn aista, shoo'mg through the gloomv glide 1 

1 n Tat impelled the lordly tusker still aanids the freezing drmL 
U lid duck and the tuneful Auuri doubtful watch the riser's biinL, 

1 rom the rirers wrapned tn vatiojr unseen cries the wild curl-w 
* Unseen rolls the tnisij streamlet o’er irs sandbank soaked in drew, 

\nd the droopmi water hly Itends her head beneath the fro'i 
J 05* her frcih and fragrant beauty a id her tender j>-Jals lost J 
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Now mr ernnt fancy winders to A>odhya’s distant town, 

Where in hermit’s barks and tre»ses Bharat wears the rojal crown. 

Scorning resal stale and splendonr, spurning pleasures loved of yorei 
Spends hi5 winter day m p"nance, steeps at nigiil upon the floor, 

A)e 1 perchance Sara^u’s waters sceVs he now. serene ind brave, 

A-> we seek, wl en dawns the ds'^gnt, Oodavan’s limpid wase ! 

*Rich of hue, with eje of lotiiv, trutl/ul faithful strong of mind, 
r ir the love he bears ti-jct., Rama, spurns each joy of baser kind, 

‘ fats" lie proves unio his father who is led by mother's wile,’ — 

Vain tins ancient impious adage — Bharat spurns his mother’b guile, 

Bharat’s mother Queen Kaikeyi, Dasa ratba’s roval spouse, 

Deep IP crjft, h.ath brought disaster on Ayodhja’s royal house 

“ Speak not thus," so Rama answered, *' on Kaikeyi cast no bbme, 
Honour still the righteous Bharat, iionour still the ro>al dame, 

Fixed in purpose and unchanging still m jungle wild* I roam. 

But thy accents, gentli. Lakikhnunj wake a longmg for my home } 

And my lovmg m-m'ry lingers on each word from Bharat fell, 

Sweeter than the draught of nectar, purer than the crystal well. 

And m) righteous purpose falters, shalceit bj a brother's love. 

May ue meet again our brother, if it please the Gods above 1” 

U' iked hy love, a silent leai-dtop fell on Godavari’s wave, 

'L rue once mote to tighteoos purpose Rama’s heart was calm and brave 

Ilima plunged into the river 'neath the morning’s crimson beam, 

^ita softly sougfit iIil waters as the lily seeks the stream, 

And the) pn)ed to Cods and Fathers with each rite and duty done, 
And tliey sang the ancient mantra to the red and rising Sun, 

With her lord, in loosened tresses Sita to her collage came. 

As with Kudba wanders U>ia in Kailasa’s hill of faros J 
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1 

Sarpa*nakba lo Love 

A? the Moon with «larry Chtlfi dwells m azure sVtes flhove, 

In his lonesome leafy cottage Rama dwell n Sita's lose, 

And with l^nVshman stron;: and valnnf, qmcV to lahnnr and obey, 
Tales of hjgone times recounting Rama passed the livelong day 

And It so befell, a maiden, dweller of the dirlcsome wood, 

L^d by wand ting thought or fancy once before the cottage stood, 

^irnsnaleha Rafctha maiden sister of the Rak«ha lord, 

Came and looked with eager loncing till her soul was passion siirted I 

IwOoVed on Rima linn chested michlrarm^d lotus-ey^d 
Stately as the jungle tusker, with Ins crown of tresses tied, 

T onk^d on Rimi Infiy fronted with a royal visige enced 
I ke Kahdakpa young and lusiroos, loius hued and lotus faced t 

tv lilt though «he a Ralcslia muden, poor in beiutv phin in fice, 

1 ell her glances passion laden on the prince of peerless grace, 

VV hit thoiiih wild herejes ind tresses and her accents counselled feir. 
Soft-eyed Rima fired her boson , and his sweet voice thrilled her ear, 

Vt hit though bent on deeds nnlioly I oly Rimi wnn her heirt, 

And, f )f lose makes bold a female, thus d d she her thoughts impirl 

‘ U hn he thou in hermit * vestments »n thy nihve bemty hr gbr, 
Vriended by a youthful woman, arin^d wnh liiy bow of might, 

Who he thou in these lone resions where the Rilcshns hold the r suaj, 
VV hertfore in a lonely cottige in this darksome jungle stay ’ , 

With his wonted truth and candour Rirrn spike sedite and hold, 

And the stury of his talk to the Raksba maiden told 
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“ Dasn ratln of Aiodhji ruled with Ikdra's godlike fame, 

And his eldest, first born Kama, bf his mandate here 1 came, 

\ ounger Likslmian strong and valiant doth with me these forests roam, 
And my wife, Videha's daughter, Siia makes'wiih me her home 

Duteous to mt father's bidding, duteous to my mother's will, 
bull ing in the cause of virtue in the woods we wander stil), 

fell me, female of the fiSrest, who thou be and whence thy Inrlh, 
Much I fear thou an a Haksha wearing various forms on earth ’ ' 

“ Listen,'’ so spake Surpi nakha, ‘ifmj purpose thou irouldst knon, 
I am Kaksba, Surpa nakha, wearing variuus shapes below, 

Know my brothers, royal Rvvan Lank Vs lord from days of old 
Kumbln katna dread and dauntless, and Ciuhisuan true and bold, 

Khata and the douahty Dushan with me m these forests stray 
Lut by Rsnn’a love cmbuldened I Ime left them on the way ' 

Broad and boundless is my empire and J wander in my pride, 

Thee I choose as lord and husband, — cast thy human vs-ife .aside. 

Pale IS Sita and mis shapen, scarce a warriot's worthy wife, 

To A tiobl-r, lordlier female consecrate thy gallant l|fe i 

H mian flesh is food of Rakshas f weakling Sita I will shy, 

?hy that boy by thy stripling brother — thee as husband 1 obey, 

O I the peaks of lofty mmintains, in the forests dark and lone. 
y\e shall range the boundless woodlands ^hd the joys of dalliance 
prove 
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II 

Surpa aakba Puatsbed 

Rama heard her smpious purpose and a genllesmde repressed 
1 o tlie foul and fornard female thus is mockinj words addressed 

*' L'st, O passion smitten maiden 1 Sita is my honoured wife, 
IVjth a riial loved and cherished cruel were ih> nejided life ' 

Blit no consort follows Lakshman, peerless is his comely free. 
Dauntless is his warlike valour, matchless is his courtly grace, 

^nd he leads no wife or consort to this darksome woodland grove, 
U ith no rival to thy passion seek his ample hearted love i ' 

Snrpa nikha passion laden then nn Lakshman turned her e)e, 

Rut in merry mocking accents smiling Lakshman made repi} 

" Rnddy m thy youthful beauty like the lotus in her pride, 

I am slave of royal Rtma, wotld'st thou be a vassal’s hnde ^ 

Rather be his younger Consort, banish Sha from his arms, 

Spurning Sita’s faded beauty let him seek thy fresiier charms, 

Snisrnm; S'ta’s faded graces let him hnahtcr pleasure^ pro^e, 
'leaned «uh a woman's dalliance let him court a Raksha’s lore 1 ’ 

"’rath of unrequited passion laged hke madness m her breast, 
'lorn by anger strong as tempest thus her answer she aadrest 

“ Ate these mocking accents utteted, Rama, to insult my flame, 

I casting on her faded beauty dost thou sull revere thy dame ^ 

Put beware a Raksha’s fury and an injured female’s wrath, 

Surpa nakha sbys thy consort, bears no rival in her path / ” 

Fawn eyed Sita fell m terror as the Rrksha rose to slay, 
gTo beneath the fjauiing meteor sinks Rohmi's softgr ray, 
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Mnnarrhs vand’jf'zs n this fote^t, huntmp m llus lonel> glen, 

Oft waylaid by artful llaksbas are bj deep uoices slain, 

I r f; It a« dij-cod'o’ G'lru'hirvn «<wwjliitd srenes the> Io\s in straj, 
Till tilt) fall upon the heedless, quick, to slnu^liter and to sh\. 

Trust m“, not in j" t^IIM histr- fnr<’s‘ creatures hiiint tbe Jirecn 
''Os sOTte m'i)a and illusion, tni»t not ffliat tny ejes hare seen i ” 

Vainly «pake the ratchful I akshman in the arts of Rakshis skilled, 
Tor nilh forceful fascination Siia's inmost heart *“35 thnlled, 

“ Husband, good and es<*r sraciou*. ’ sneelly thus implored the wife, 
1 would tend this thing cf beau*f — sharer of my forest life ’ 

I hare witnessed in this jungle graceful creatures passing fair, , 

Ch an and the gentle roebuck, antelope of beaut/ rare, 

I hare seen the lithesome monkey sporting in the branches’ shade, 
Grizzly bear that feeds on Mthm, and the deer that crops the blade, 

I have marked the «tatety wild bull dashed info the deepest wood, 
And the /Tinnar slangs and \%ondiousas in syUan wild* he stood 

Hut these eyes hare nerer mted on a form so «ondTDus fair, 

On a shape so full of beaut), decked with tints so rich and rare i 

Bnght his hosom gem bespangled, soft the lustr“ of his eye, 

L gliting up the gloom / jungle as the Moon lights up ine sky, 

And his gentle mice and ghnccs and his graceful steps and I gh% 

I ill tny heart nth eag^r longing and my soul with soft delight ’ 

If alive that betuteous objf'Ct thon canst capture in thy wij. 

As thy Sita’s swe»t companion in these woodlands he will sta). 

And when done our da) s of exile, to Ayodhya will repair, 

Dwell in Sita’a palace chamber nursed by Sita's tender care, , 

And our royal brother Chant oft will prtue his strength and speed, 
And the queens and rojal ipothsra pause the gentle thing to feedl 
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And like Demon of Deslmction fanoiis Stirpa nakhn came, 

Rama rose to stop the slaughter and protect his helpless dame 

" Brother, «e have acted wrons;!), for nilh those of eavaqe breed, 

U ofii in jest is courim^ danger,- this the p-nance of our deed, 

Death perchance or death hke stujior hovers o'er my lovjd oame, 
Del me i^ake tu life niy Siia, chase this female void of shame i’ 

Dakshman’s anger leaped hke liphtning ns the femlc hovered near, 
U ith his sword the wrathful vratnor cleft her nose and either ear, 

Surpa nakha in her anguish raised her accents shrill and high, 

And (he rocks and wooded vallejs answered back the dismal cry, 

yhara and the d Jiighty Doshan heard the far resounding wnl, 

Saw her red disfigured visage, heard her sad and tvocful talc ' 
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Rama's Denartcre , 

VthiIj fought the vengeful Khirs, dojghty D ivhsn vrmh 
Uiiuj and the valiant l^akshman strewed the forest with the dead. 

Till tlic Imnihlfd Siirpa mVhs to her rOTal hro’her hl“d, 

Spake hcrs<»rfu«$ unto Katatiand Mancha true and tried 

‘Jhape of dter Unmalchcd tn heaiii) now the d^rp Mancha wore, 
t, olden lints upon his haunches sapphire on Ins antl~rs bore, 

Till the woodland wand’nng Sita marked the creature m Inv pride, 

G ilden was liii iictk of lieautj, silver white his flank and side ' 

•* Comr, mv lord and gallant l^-akshman,” thus ll e ra,’tnr d S ta soake, 
“aMarV tile deer of wondtous radiance biows n; hy ilie f 'rest b'alce I ” 

“ mv heart misgiTes me, eisicr," fjiskvl man hcsitalid suit, 

•' T IS »oiiie deep deceilfal Raksha wcariiij tvetj s lape at will. 
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Mftmtchs vind’ti”ss m ihis forest, hunimp m th's lonely glen, 

Oft «a>laid by artful Uakshis ire by deep uevices slam, 

l!r ght n* di)- 2 od*n' Gnnifirtrvn nnndland scene? ihev Io\e to stray, 
Till they fall upon the heedless, quick to shaghter and to shr. 

Trust me. not in j" liistr* for**?* creature? haunt the ^recn, 

Tis some /JiP}a and illusion, trust not trhat ttiy eyes hare seen • ” 

\ tinly spake the t~aichful [^kshmin ici the arts of Ribshas skilled. 
Tor with forceful fascination Sita’s inmost heart «vas thnlled, 

“ Husband, good and evr-r gnciou«,” sweetly thus implored the wife, 
*' 1 would tend this thing of btau'y —sharer of ray forest life 1 

1 hare wilnes«ed in th s jungle ttraceful creatures passing fair, 

CAeu rt and the gentle roebuck, antelope of beaut/ rare, 

I have seen the lithesome monkey sporting in the branches’ shade. 
Grizzly bear that feeds on Mt/iua, and the d'er that crops the blade, 

I have marked the <tatety wild bull dashed into the oeepest wood, 
And the Ktnnar strange and wondrous as m sylvan wilds be stood, 

Tut these eyes hare raster rested on a fotra so wondrous fair. 

On a shape so full of beauty, decked with unis rich and rare I 

Bright his hosom gem bespangled, soft the lust'e of his eye. 

Lighting up the gloomy jangle as the Moon lights up the sky, 

And his gentle voice and glances and his graceful step* and 1 ght. 

Fill ray heart with eager longing and ray soul with soft delight I 

If alive that beauteous obyect thou canst capture m thy way, 

As thy Sita’s sweet companion in these woodlaud* he will slay. 

And when done our day s of exite, to \yodhya will repair. 

Dwell in Sita’s palace chamber nursed by Siia’s tender care, , 

And o Jr royal brother Bharat oft will praise his strength and speed, 
And jLhf .pjicfias jind -vy-’J jjvpthpw /mw? Jthf g’.w.h* Ahin^’ 3s> 
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If il \e this wirj Creature he U husband hard to taVe 
SIi> him and his sltin of lunte chensb for ihj Sita’s sake, 

1 will as a colden carpet spread the skin upon the prasr 
S«et iDcn ento of this forest when om for-s' days tril} pass J 

Pirdo 1 if an easier {oncm** nh ch hefi s a tioman ill 
And an unknown fascination doth mj inmost bosom fill, 

As I maik his 'kin bcapan<'*ed 1 ad h's antl»rs sapj hire ray 
And his coat of start) radiance glowing in the liglii of daj ' ’ 

Jiama hade the fiithful Laksbroan with ih* gemle S ta sta), 

I ) I9 through woods and gloon > gorges vainly held his cautious way, 

\ a 111) 'fit the snare m silence b) the lake and in the dale, 
icapiii? e/ery trap, ‘Mancha, pierced 1 > Kamas arrows fell, 

Im lat ng Rama $ accents ufiered fortn his dam? cr> 

‘ speed, ni) faithful b other Lakahran helpless in the woods I die M 


1 \ 

Luksbinaas O'partare 

* Heards' that d s ant cry of danger * questioned ^ la 1 1 ' strLSt, 

' Woe, 10 me ’ who in m) frcni> scm ro> lord to aiilocr ii > 

''l>e»d I raie I.akahpjjrj help my Raria do’efwl na» h a d i t crj*, 
^nd 111) famiii ^ liasom falters and a dmmeas clouds r y c)<. 

T a the dread and dirksome forest with thy keenest arr ws s 1 , 
Help thy cider and thy monarch sore his dangc a id I s r "d 

1 1 r perc! anee the c'uel Kiksbas cut cr ro ird li s I >. j aih, 

^s il c ja st)i> bull js sl 4 i.^*»iercd t > il c ho is in iheir waic 1 

,^p-ikc the h-rn ' I ear not ^ fa ! fjwclters cf the ■>? ire f <■ h 
IvkKshas nor iti' j Ji ^Icia gers luatch the i "tt cjs ivima s tji^" , 
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Rima knons no dread or dinger. 2nd Im mindafe stili I own, 

I may not leave thee, 1 adj, m this cottage ill alone I 

Cist aside iViy causeless terror , m the sky or earth belm\, 

In the nether regions, Rama kn^w,!* «>0 peer or equal foe, 

He shall shy the deer of jungle. h« shall voice no distard cry , 

’lis some trick of wily Rakslias this forest dark and hi^li J 

Sin thou hist heard my elder b'd me in this cottace stay, 
l^akshnnn may no: leave thee. Lady, ^or bis duty — to obey, 

Ruthless Rakshts roam the forest to revenge their leader slam, 
Various are their arts ind accent# . chase thy thought of enuscicss pninL" 

Sjarkled Sita’s eye in inger, frenzy marked her speech ind word, 

I-of ■» noman’s Sense 11 clouded by tlie danger of licr lord 

“ Markest tlmu my Ramn's dinger with .1 cold ind callous heart, 
Couitest thou the death of tide* m thy deep deceitful att. 

In tfiy Sembtinc" of compassion docs' thou hide 1 cruel cnfl, , 
/\s in friendly guise die foi.min IndcS his deal!) compelling shaft, 

rollon mg like i faithful younger m tins dread and lonesome land, 
Seckesi thou the death of elder to enforce Ins widow’s hand ? 

Fih? thy hope is foul ihy purpose I Sita is a faithful wife, 

Sita follows saintly Rama, true m death is true in life I" 

Quivered I akshmin’s fnme in mJU'sb and the tear stood in his eye^ 
Used in fauh and pure «> purpose, calm ind hold he made reply 

“ Uato me 1 Q leen ird GoddeS' ‘“'•s 1 mother to 3 son — 

Answer to thy lieedless C(,iisure patient Likslniiaii speikeih none, ' • 

Diiigliter of \'ideha’> monarch /—pardon if I do thee wronc,— 

Tickle IS the laiih of woman, pPison dealing is her tongueJ 
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And thy censure,* tmst me Lad), scathes me like a burning dart, 

I fee ffomguileislaicshmaa’s purpose, free from sin u Lakshman’s heart, 

\\ itness je mj truth of purpose, unseen dwellers of the wood, 

U Itness i for Sita’s safety by my elder's mandate stood. 

Duteous to my queen and elder, I hare toiled and worked in ram. 
Dark suspicion and dishonour cast oo roe a t)eedless stain ' 

/a^y ' Io*t} My irtant^afe, fa ny elder nev I (c, 

C/tf iirdrun Spirits oj th’ Jatett u tUh thee jrem each secret fe*, 

Oirens dark and sjrns ff ian^'rmitl my pained oni athing st^ht, 

May 1 set thet by iny Kama, guarded by hts esn^utruig might I " 


Rarss's CpanafT 

Rarin watched the happy moment burning wilh arengeful spitCi 
Came to sad and sorrowing Sita in the guise of aochonte, 

Tufted hair and russet jptmem, sandah on his feel he wore, 

And depending from his shoulders oo a staff bis ressel bore 

And he came to lonely Sita, for each warlike chief was gone. 

As the daikness comes to evemug lightkss from the parted Sun, 

And he cast his eyes on Sita, as a gniin casts its shade 

On the beau'eous star Kobmi when the bright 'loons glories fade. 

Quaking \ature knew the moment , silent stood the forest trees, 

, Conscious of a deed of darkness fell Che fragrant forest brecr*, 

Godarari s trouWed waters trerrb’ed ’neath his lurid glance. 

And his red e}e's fiery lustre sparkled in the waseUls* daacc I 
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•Mule ind slill were forest crcitures when m guise of anchorite, } 
Unto Siia's lontly cotno« pt«sed the Raksha lu ht> might, 

Mule and vmceless svts the jangle as he cast on her his e)e, 

As across the star of Ctnui, planet bam walks the sky < 

Rum stood in hermit's vestments, — vengeful purpose unreiealed, 
As a deep and darksome cavern is by grass and leaf concealed, 

Ravan siood sedate and silent, md he gized on Rima’s queen, 
Ivory brow and hp of coral, sparkling teeth of pearly sheen J 

Lighting up the lonely cottage Sna sat in radiance high, 

As the Moon with streaks of stiver Alls the lonely midnight sky, 

Lighting up the gloomy woodlands with her ejes serenely fiir, 

IV ith her bark clad shape of beauty mantled by her raven hair I 

Ravan fired by impure passion fixed on her his lustful eye, 

And the li^ht that lit his glances gave his holy texts the he, 

Ravan in his flittering accents, with a soft md soothma art, 
Praised the woman s peerless beauty to subdue tne woman’s heart 

“Beiming in thy golden beauty, robed in sylvan rus*el dress, 

VV caring wreith oi fragrant lotus like a nymph of wilderness, 

Art thou Srt or ndiant Gauri, maid of Fortune or of Fame 
Kyniph of Love or sweet Fruition, what may be thy sacred name? 

On thy lips of ruddy coni teeth of lender jasmine shine, 

In thy ejes of 'impid lustre dwells a hobl of love divine, 

Tall md slender, snfily rourvded, are thy hmhs of bemly rire, 

Like the swelling ftuit of / Ua heaves ihy bosom sweetly fair ' 

SmiUng lips that tempt and ravish, lustre that thy diifc eyes beam. 
Crush niy heart, as tolling waters crush the margin of the stitam, 

And thy weillh of wavog tresses mitvtles o’er thv huddmg chtrirs, 
4 -/I .u., beaulv courts a lovet’a citcUng arms 5 
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Gnddess or Gandharra maiaen trear* no brt^litcf farm or /j"?, 

^\ Oman seen by cjes of mottals o*ns not sudi iranscendent cric"* 

■V\ bereforc then, in Jon-som^ fore*!, nyiiipb or maiden, mke ih' <iir, 
«ere llie jungle creatu’es wander and tiie Ra^wslias hold tli'y axt ij ? 

Jldjat halls and stateK mansiois we'c for thee - ii'cefer home 
v^'id Uiy 8'epj iliould wace a j alace, in>i in pnihHs lo'est roam 

3>Iossoms rich, not ihom }in''le, decora'e a hd) s boner, 

^ lien robes, noi $)}o» carmenw Wnbieii Beauty's potent power I 

I ndv of the srlvan forest f other des int ts tbm* — . 

.As a bride beloved and courted »> tby brids) .arments shine, 

Tbonse a tneed and lordls suitor who •hstl wan on thee in p'ld" f 
Cnoose a hero worib ib) beauts, be a rici)arc)i s «jueen)y bride ' 

Ss*sb thy 1 neace Iieaeen-de<cended ' who may be th\ paren’s h th, 
J'ndras Of the radi’nl .V iruts, f >n^} 1 ader» of ihe sky. 

All tinworllis is this foren for t n\-nph or hcaTenly maid, 

Jj'osis of prey infcsl Ineyjn^le, HaLshas Jiaani Us gloomy 'hade, 

I 0 IS dwell m Ime*) caverns tuskers ford the silent lake, 

Moiikrys «poil on pendani branches Users s'eal beneaib the brain, 

\\ berefare (b“n tl is disrnal fircat doth thv fair) face adorn 
Aklioaruboijand wUco'e descended, iiynipii or maid or goddess born? * 


YI 

Ravan’s Woe og 

* rrahrnn ' " answered ^ ta -*>101 j«p»'tinc tn “■ -d 
Tiul s'lc nw a base ticirayer in a hcrui i seemi ip kind-— 

• I am Mrn of roral Jimk rot" rf A ideha « Ian ? 

l.a na j ri i'- ct ) rood Uosalt by Ins aa’out won nj hand 


TUC 


«ve III peicefu’ ple-isure iii AysiifijaS J’lppJ clirn", 

K c 1 1 1 every t are eii] lyuieat uur tuppy utue, 

1 <11 Mic niu ntcri D isa ralln,— for hn dayi were almost don*-, — 

NS lu crown me toyil Kinia a) b>s Her rfiiJ ilcaCnl sou 

1> It tlie sclieniiiig Q let-n tCaikeyi chimed i long forgotten lioon, 
fiut tny coitsurc aiiuutd be exikii and tier son sliould till tfie tiirone^ 

Slie would tike no rest or slumber, nuurisliment of drink or food, 
fill lier bnara' ruled the eTn^iue, Riitii ban slied ta the wood ' 

t ISC and twenty tijihteons 411 ntftets priced my good and gracious lord, 
*1 cue to fiun and Hue to auiyi true m purpose deed and wotd) ^ 

J ived 0 i ill his loyal people rich in talour ind in firne, 
tor (tie riCu u( cuiiseciation Kama tu bis father came. 

Soake ftiikey 1 to irty htisbind — * List tby f dlier^s promise 1 nr, 
Uhacat snail oc ruling monaicli, do thoJ to the iroods repair,’— 

HvCf gentle, eset duteous, Rann listened to obey, 

And ituoUgh woods and pathless jungles we haSe held out lon-^Iy nay ] 

Thu, O pious heirted h*rnitf, is his «tory of rlistress, 

And his young and faitlifu) broUier fuhois him in v>ilderness, 

Lion m his wirlike valour, hermit rn his siini'y vow, 

Likslmun with his honoured eldi,r wanders llirough the forest now. 

Rest tfee here, O holy Brahman, rich in piety and fame, 

'lill the f Kcsi ranging brothers greet thee with the forest game, 

bu-'ik, if to It pleas“ thee, fithtr, whatereat raAt claims thy buth, 
Wherefore in this paihie» j lugte wand icsi fnendlt's on ihw eirtn * 

* llrahman nor 1 rigbletms ris^r,” royal Ravan made reply, 

Leadi;r of the wrainful Kakslias, Ijiika., lord and king am I, 

He wlio'e valo i- qu"li> the wide-world, Gods above and men below, 
Ife'^ihose ptoud .iiid pectics* prowess RaK'has and A'uras know I 







303 EPfCS AND H\S cr ANCITNT I\DH 

Eul ihy heautj’s golden hisue, S ti, wins t«> riml heart, 

Ec a bltaier ci ni) eniftire, ol iu> t,Ior) ukc a (uit, 

>faTrr queens of queenK }»ea«t\ oti the mnl Kssin wsrt, 

'Jhou siuU be ilicit Tcignins empress, tliuu sliaU o«n nn re^il state f 

1 ■vuki c rt 'i> bout»dle*s ocean is of « )sl tc^ns the l>cst, 

“b a ed in ( er pride and q1oi> uti a uiouiuaui s lowerin^ ciest, 

^nd in njoiii'tMo piths and woodland'* thou slnlt with iln Kavan sinjr* 
N ji in (loaatarts gorges through tnc daik and drear) oi), 

.\od five If ous-tnd ga\ dressed damsels shall upon nt> Sita wnit, 
Queen of Rus-o’s true afieciion, proud jsarjaVer of his stale • ' 

bpatkled aitas ejes in anger and a tremor shook her frame, 

\i in proud and scornful accents answered thus the TO)al dame . 

Krowesi thou Rams great and godhke p»er)ess hero in the sitife, 

1) ep, uncompa*seO, I ke the ocean ^ — 1 am Rania» wedded wife I 

! Knowest thou Raim proud and pnocelt, smiess in Ins saintly life, 
b jiei) Is itie tj)l .'^jagrAfit f — I am Katin > nedded wi/e ' 

I Mishtt armed Tni"hu<liesied, m "lit) wuh his how nnd sword, 

1 un nuGst the sons of monah, — Rama is in) wedded lord ' 

'Miinlee^ the Moon »n dory ^tainle'S in his deed md word, 
l*icn in \alour and in sitlue, — Rana is my wedded lord * 

bure th\ f tfiil life is shadowed liv a daik md drcidftil fate, 

S iicc III (lent) of iby pjssion couricsi ihou a warrior s mate, 

n cir r) e tm’h cf hungr) lion while upon the calf he feeds 
iouL th* (am; c( deadl) cobra while h«s d}ing victim bl eds, 

A\e i ront th*- sot d mountain from i*s base cf rocky land, 

2.re {-oj mm the wife of HsKSStojt cf tici'C aod strung of hied I 



TUF \VA 


lOf 


Pierce tl»y eye rrtth pnmt of neeill* hll it ricks fhy fortiired held 
Press thy red longue cleft and bleeding on the razor’s shining blade, 

H irl ihvsplf unnn the ncein from t towering peak and hii.h, 

S latch the orbs oT day and midnight from their spheres in azure skjfj 

T ’n"(Tes nf filming cnnfli'’ratinn in thv fiomng dress enfold 
r re thou tike llie wife of Rima to thj distant dungeon hold, 

1 'e thou seek fo insnh Rama unrelenting in his irraih 
O cr a bed of pikes of iro » tread a softer easier path ' " 


VII 


Raraas Tnamph 

Vain her threat and soft entreaty Ravan held her in his wrath, 

As the planet Budha captures fair Rohmt tn hts path, 

Pv his left hind lr“mof thiken Rivm hell h»r sireimin" hair, 
his right the ruthless Raksha lifted up the famting fair ' 

U ispen dn ellers of the woadhnds witched the dismil d““d of shime, 
Marked the mighty atmid Raksha hfi the poor and helpless dimi., 

*^'*11 her on his car celestial yoked wnh asses rvin^ed wnli ep“cd 
G ilda 1 m its shape and radinnce, fleet as Inora's heavenly steed I 

\n2ry ibreit and sweet enireal) Ravan to her ears addressed 
As the struggling fiinting woman sitll he held upon his breast, 

Viin his threat and viin enlreatv, “Rama’ Rima still sh" cried. 
To the dirk ind distant forest where her noble lord had hied 

Then arose the cir celestnl n er the hill and wooded viTp, , 

I ike a snike in eagle's talons Sita writhed with piteous.wail, 

n n 1 id d rzv fi it and filtering still she went her piercing cry 
Echoing tiiroiigli the boundless woodland), pealing to th" upp*f siyi 
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Joi EPICS A\D LW-J OF AtjCfEVT JVDU 

“ Sive nie, mishl; irir^d T 'ilshmin mhoIms ii> tl ) heirt md deed, 
Save 1 faithful wife and woman from Rakstn's lust and ^reed, 

Xrue ind fiilliful wis ll \ wirmri",— false and foul the char'’? 1 made, 
Jordon, friend, an enin" sister, | ardon words a woman said ' 

Help me, ever riehreous Rama dulv bade JJiee vield thi throne, 

T)ut} lids thee sinice the Mitful save the wife who is tii) own, 

1 oil art kina and s eria cliaM aer of each deed of sin and shame 
3{u[l th> venacance on the Kaksha who insults tli) faithful came > 

Diti «} tin ^<ir i« Irtnts m Ume th drtei/f/u^ tntrd, 

.4i tht #;f tarn ^tcns anJ nfetti/rom the snieitl and sttd, 

J r this deed of tntuU, ^ir<»», r« th\ heed/ess foUy don‘. 

Death of alt th) raee attd 1 ndrei thou th ill reah from fta^hu's son t 

Darksome woods of Pincliavnn, Janasihaita’s smiJiiisf rale, 

Howenng trees a id winding creepers murmur to m) lord this tale, 

Swee-t companions of i v) exile fiienda who cheered m) woodland slaj, 
“ijic k to Kama, that Im S n riitless Ravan hears aw a) J 

I owc'-in't peaks and lofiv mmintaine, wooded lulls snl lime and high, 

1 ar esteiiding gloom} ranges heaving to the asure skj, 

In }our voice of pealing thunder to mv Wd and consort sai, 

•a, leak to Rama, that his 9na rulhluvs Ravan bears ana) f 

Doseen dwellers of tire woodlaitds <p»ru« of the rorV and fell, 
bta renders )ou obeisance as shv. sj eaks her sad farewell, 

^\ hisper to my nchteoiis Rama when 1 «• seeks lua Imnieward wa>, 
^,>eak to Rstna, that his Sita ruthless Ravan bears awa> f 

Ah, m) Rama true and lender • ihoii I a*i loved me os ihv I fe, 
i lom the fuul and int,iloLS Raks'ia thou shall still redeem ih) wife, 



Ah, Rimn, mtghK I vengeance €<jon shall sp-’ed thy wa>, 

\t hen (Jiuu tiearest, IidiJiess Sita is by Risan torn auay ' 

Atul thou ropl bird, Jatiyu, nitness Rum’s deed of shame, 

Uiincss how liecouna tiestiucuon, stealing Rama's faithful dame, 

Rama and the gallant LalsHman soon shall find their destined prey, 
lien they L.iiuw (hat irusiin,, Sita is by Rayaii torn away { ” 

Vainly wept the anguished Sita , aam Jatayo in his wrath, 
hou^lit nitli beak and bloody talons to impede the Raksha’s path, 

pierced and Weeding fell the vulture , Ravan fled with Rama’s bride, 
R belt; amidst the boundless ocean liiiika rose in toweniip pride { 
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. BOOK VII 

KISIIKJNDII ^ 

fjn the A’lfii't .fhtnlvri) 

r > \ S wtnO'fcn;^ m the NiJ:«fi mnnntiin*, inrt iVni’ce 

I niti« ^ ijfiTi Oie <hief cf Mu'e fP.»on« form tt»r *h‘ j-cJ oi l' ^ 
I >nk Uiilittiit contempt f»f nlmnsi nl tire^ wt'icl* lia« tniiktriJ 
conqiierof* tn ill i.e« tl»e i net t 1 *»enl)e» ll>c ri«elien t f 
tlicit teaions as monkc)* and heir* lliit lie modern 
tlirnngli tlie<e itranpe cpitlicti , lort m ilie de‘cript'f'n of the ‘oc il 
and domestic minncfi, the arts and mniMripi the »icfed rues ■'nn 
ceremonies. Hid the CIVIC ind ijoliticillifc of the Vmits the rcToer 
vill find tliat the jioei eien imitorts Atmo customs into his 'iccoiini 
rf the dwellers of Sonthern India 1hc> fn'ined an illiH'ce «iili 
Rinn. llie> fought for him ond triumphed with him, and the) 
lielped him to recoser bis wife from the king of Ce)lon 

The portions iransHted m this Hook form Sections v sv,xsi, 
xx\i , a portion of Section xxviii. ind an abstract of Sections xl to 
xliii of Cook n of the OTigiitil text 


I 

Friends m Misfortune 

Long and loud lamented Rama bv bis lonesome rottsce door, 
Janasthains woudltnds aiiitwered, Pancliasalis ecliuiiig shore, 

I nog he searched in wood and jnncle, irmiintim crest psthlesspHin, 

1 lit he reached the Maljx mouuiims sirclching to ll e southern mom 



Tur RA*<UANA I(5S 

T^ere Swurwa king of Manats, Haniiman hi« h<»nclim 3 n Imre, 
Banished from th**ir home nnd empire lived vtuhua the forest cave, 

To the exiled king S ignva, Hanumnn hw purpose told, 

As he marked the pensive Rama wand'ringwiih bis brother bold • 

“ \tark the sons of Dasa ratha banished from their roval home 
Duteous to their father s mandate in these pathless forests roam, 

Grett was monarch Dtsa ratha famed for saor fire divine, 

J? tj 1 1/1} a As va tntdhn, and for gift of gold and kuie, 

J I a monarch s stainless dtitv people’s love the monarch won, 

Pv a woman’s false contrivance banished he his eldest son ' 

Tr le to dwtf true to Tirtiie, Rama pissed his forest life, 

I ill a false perfidious Raksiia stole bis fair and faithful nife, 

And Ihe anguish stricken husband seeks ihs friendship ind thy iid — 
"Mutual sorrow blends )OQr forunes, be ye friends in mutual need I " 

Bold Sugrtva heard the roonsel, and to righteous Rimi hied, 

And the prioces of Ayodhya with his greetings gratified 

‘ U'fU T knmv thie nsye/tut Hintn S'/ttl Af p ds nnd Ifr-e, 

And thy dut) to thy Jither and thy/itth tn OaJs a/oji 

J yyiune f iTonrs pAor ^//•rivn R/mn murts h/s hn /hit n/l 
It pur det/est dtrtsi d xn^tr lx put truest punJshtp t» tie ! 

C/itnl IS our fxUfvl fortunt, — I hnve hst a ^teenlx t /ft 
B tntshed Jroiii Rtshkmdha s e upire h*rt I kid a futeH Ufi, 

P ed'ye uf l/yve nnd true nlh/tnet Rama take ih/s frufferrd ha id, 

Ji ludtd by a eontmon sorru v it/e sk ill Jail or sloul/y stand / 

Pann ernsped the hind be oflerel, md the tear ims in his eje. 

And thej swore undjnig fneiid hip o'er the altir bliiin, b gh 

Iliniinnn with fnermt blossoms sanctified the siered rite. 

And the comrades linked by sorrow walked around tlie altar a "iig'ib 







io6 FMCS \SO U1\S OF ANCIEST ISDU 

.\'id iheir word and troih iliev plighted * “In our liippmess and woe, 
^\e are fnenoa in thought and “iclton, we will face our commoti foe 1" 

And ihej broVe a leaf? 9i»/lfee. sp'cnd it underneath iheir feet, 
Rama and hi» friend Susnva sat upon the common seat, 

\«d a branch r>f scented Chutdat »i'h its lender blossoms cnced, 
Hmuman as seat of honour for the fmhful LaLshman placed . 

“ I is'en, Rama," spake Sugnea, “ reft of kingdom, reft of wife, 

1 iccing to these rugged mouniaujs I endure a forest life, 

!■ ir inj tsrant brotl er Bah rules Kishkmdha alt alone, 
h weed luj wife from my embraces, drose me from mj father’s throne, 

Trembling in my fear and anguish I endure a life of woe, 

Render me mj wife and empire from my brother and m% foe t *’ 

“ Net in a am they seek succour," so the gallant Rama said, 

“IVho with love and offered friendship seek ra> counsel and my aid, 

N w m \am these glistening arrows in mv ample quuer shine. 

Bill dies the death of lyiants, wife and empire shall he ihme ' 

Q tii-k at Indr t’3 fi^Afi/ins^ ore Mere or»-(7*w fiilh’r fhnntd^ 

Diid’y os /he Aiiuw* serpent are th‘se darts mth foinis tUumei, 

And ths shtU not h ended ere it sees th\ troiffr fill. 

As i) lurid ii^htning severed sinks tie cr«f ^wioiiwrif'i tall /" 


// . 

The Counsel o' Tar* 

I 'oked in bonds Of faithful friendship Rama and Sugriea oame, 
Uhere in rojal town Kishkmdha, Bah ruled with warlike fame. 

And a shout like tro hied ocean’s or hke tempest’s deafenmg mar 
hfake Sd5,n\a’» miohtj challenge to the aiciot king once more I 



Bill kne^" tint proud defiince shikfus sLj and solid ^rround 
And like sun lij eclip«e *l»ad*d, dirk and pale he looked around, 

And bis t^elb were set m anffer and a pission bt bis eye. 

As a tempest stirs a torrent when Ua Iiiics scattered be, 

And he rose in wrath terriRc with a ihou^nt of sen;;emce dreid 
Ahd the Rrm earth shook, and trembled 'neath his proud and haughty 
tread ' 

But the iru" ind fender Tin heM her husband and her lord. 

And a woman’s deeper wisdom spake in woman's lofing word 

“therefore like a run fed torrent swells ihy pis»!on in its «wai, 
Thou|hts of wrath like withered blossoms from thy bosom cast iway, 

B lit till dawns another mornin®, will till thou drst Initv know, 

It ith tt hat stren^lli and added forces comes again thy humbled foe 

Tnished in comhit faint Sncrna fled in terror and in pun, 

Trust me, not without a helper comes he to the fl^ht agiin. 

Trust me, Inrd that Imid riefimce i« no coward’s fall’nnn nr 
Conscious streng h not hesitation speiks in voice so proud ai d Inch I 

^^T 1 ^h mv womin’s heart fni<sises me, oof witliont a mighty a d, 

\ot without a daring comrade comes Sugriva lo this raid, 

N it with feeble friend So^riva seeks alhince in Ii s need 
Nor insok»s a powerless cbiefnin in his lust md in 1 is greed 

M gbty IS bis royal comrade,-— h'ten, hjsband to mr word, 

'S hat my son in forest confines from his messengers hath beard — 

Princes from Ajndhja’s country peerless in the art of war, 

Rama and the aahant Laksbman in these forests wander far, 

Much I fear, the«e matchless warriors have their aid .and cotincpl lent 
Conscious of hw suengih Sagma bath ibu proud de6a ice se n I 









IcS tries X\D LMS OF ANClEVT l^^'t\ 

To his fo“s resistless Rsno is 3 li;htmo5 fiors ahore 
To his friends a tree of shelter, soul of tend-rne<s and 1 of“, 

Dearer than his lore of elorr ts his lore to hesl and Wes«, 

Dearer than the croirn and empere is his hermit a holt dre«s, 

\nt with *1 ch, mt lord nod hyshind, «eeV a ram tTnri''hteo is strife, 
Tot, I V.e precious ores m ntoontams, vtrtuos d«vll tn Rtwa s U(e. 

Male Siisrirn thr comninim. make him Recent and ihr Heir, 

D «cord mth a younser b'othcr fends an empire hroad and ftir, 

Make thr peace with younc Swenra nearest and thr dea’e‘t km, 
Droihet $ lore is truest safety, brother s hate is deadliest « n > 

Trust in“, monarch of hishkmdha trnst thr tr«« and faithful wife, 
Thoti shale end no truer comrade than Su^rita to thy life, 

M ace nr* then a war fniemal, sm te hirt not m sinful pride, 
its a brother and a wamor let him stand by Bali's side. 

Listen to thr TiraVcoiineel if to th«» le Tam deir, 

Ii th) nif“ IS true in dmr scorn not Ttr\’a wifel} tear, 

N U wiih Rims prnce of rmue ira««e acomhit dresd snd hi-’l 
>1 jt will! Rami pi tee of valour, (eerlciiS lute the Lord of ‘•kj ’ 


lit 

Tft* Pall of Saif 


sr er«cl Tim *offlr Cfmnsel’ed pres ns rn her rnn nrt’s si le, 

M ^ht\ Fill proiidlt ansnered with v uarnnrs loftj pn le 

“ Cntllenie of t hnmSl^ fo^man and t ro i »'’“r s hmehtt ecorn 
Mat no*, shall no , tend r Ttm, bj a ling be nieell) borne I 
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Ball larns not from encounter even with fus djing hreatb, 

Insult from a foe, utiansnered, is a deej-er s'ain i( jn deatb, 

^^nd S'Jsnsa’s quest fur con»l»ai T iJi neref smll deny, 

'fnoUjjb bustatncil i>) Rama's forces and by Rama’s prowess high ' 

}tc» me from ihy sweet embraces and amidst tliv maids retire, 

U onian s lose and soft clevotioii woi lan's (imid lliou^his inspire, 

J’eaf not, Tara, of bantbtt Bab's bonour sKaV. not stain, 

I Kill qjell his proud prc umptior., chase him from this realm again, 

Free me from thy loving dalliance, midst thy damsels seek thy place, 
'1 ill 1 come a happj victor to mf Tara’» fond erobracc ’ ” 

Slow and sad with sweet olicnance Para stepped around her lord, 

W elhtig tear-drops choked b-t accents as she pia>ed trt siidcd word, 

Slow and sad with swelling bosom Tara wtih her rnaids retired, 

Ball issced proad and stalely with the thought of vengeance fired f 

Hissing like an angry cobra, aty’s lofij gates be pist, 
i\nd hi5 proud and angry glancca fiercely all around he cast, 

Till he saw the bold ^ugtiva, cold complexioncd, red with ire, 
knided for the dub ous combat, flaming like the forest fire • 

Ball braced his warlike garments and his hand he lif'ed high, 

Bo'd Ejgriva raised bis right arm wiih a proud and answering cry. 

Ball’, ejes were red as copper and his chain was burnished gold. 

To his bfciher bold feugtiva thus he spake in accents bold - 
'* Mark fins iron fist, intruder, fAtil is its vengeful blow. 

Crushed and smitten thou shall perish and to nether world shalt go," 

“ Xaj that file awaits thee, Bah.” spake Swenva armed for strife, 
lien this r)j,ht arm snites ibj forehead, from thj bosom rends thy 
life ! ” 

Closed the chiefs m fatal combat, each resistles'i in his prid“, 
Am-likcrLiioiu^ nils from mQuo'tuospa ired ibsir limbs tbe purple tme, 









JIO EPICS ^ND L\YS or »>CIENT nolt 

T i!l Sugrm qu cV uprooiin" Stl wee from tlie jiinole hood, 
Asihedarkcioutl liuii&liielivimiintf, ( urlcd tt hi ere tiib brother stooo, 

Si'1'’senn'' ’neilh the hlo \ temhe U'’ti reeled and almost fellj 
•\b a proud ship o\eihd*» reels uj on the ceean’s ell 1 

But with fiercer n'^e and Airjr DrJi m liij anguish rose, 

'\iid HUH inuiutl blows they baukd -~bcodier$ and relentless foes, 

I ke the siin and moon In coi8 cl or 111 e ca«*les in tlieif f «;ht 
bull the; fought wuU cherished I -itred and nn unforgutteii spite, 

T II with m qhtiet f irct, and fury Bah did his joun'*er quell, 

Faint SUgrtia flefcely sitogahug ’neaih his brother s prowess fell ’ 

^till the wrathful rivals wrestled with their hleedintj arms and kneesj 
W ith their mils like clans of timers and with risen rocks and trees, 

And as Indrv hatdes Vritra in the lenxpest’s peilmj roar, 

Blood slot led Call, redbo^nti suave nod struggled fought nnd tore, 

T il Su^rirn fairl nnd fnltrinj; fell like Vritra from the sk> 
lo his comrade and his helper turned his faint and plending eve 1 

Ah 1 ihos’ soft and plcndmi; "lances smote the ce'atle Rama's heatti 
O I his bow of ample siniute Racnn raised the fatal dan, 

1 ke the fital disc of ^ av\ waq bis ^Toodl\ c rded lirw, 

I lie a snake of dendl) poison dew Ins arrow swift flnd loir, 

V in^^d dwellers of the forest he rd the tv- me with tremhhng fear, 
Xchoing wooas gave back the accent, 1 gluly Red the stnrtled deer, 


And ns Iniiras flas: is lowered when the \swi n mn is prevail, 
Xolij Bali pierced and bleedin^ by ti nt fa nl arrow fell I 
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IV 

Consecrfltioii o( Sugrira 

T'^ira of lova the tender Tara on her slau^’htered hero shed, 

L en Sugiiva’s bosom melted nben he saw Ji's brotlier dead, 

And etch VflnT chief and warrior, mai'i viatra, lord md peer, 
(jjthered round the sadSugtiva wet nitti unatamng tear 1 

And they girt lh» victor Rama and they praised h/s wond'rot-s might, 
As the heavenly rukn gather circling BR-tHitA’s throne of hghr, 

Hanuinan of sun like radiance, lofty as a hill of gold, 

Clasped ins hand> in due obeisance, spake in accents calm and hold ] 

“ By ihy prowess, peerless Rama, prmce Sognva is our lord, 
his father's tlirone and empire, to his father's town restored, 

Cleansed by bath and frasrant unguents and in roy'il garments gay, 
>Ie shall with his gold and garlands homage to the victor pa}, 

To the rock bound fair Kishkindha do thy friend!} footsieps bend. 
And as xnonarch of the Vanars consecrate thy grateful friend 1 ” 

Fourteen jeiTs,’ so Rama answered "livliis filhct’-, stern command, 
In a city’s sicicd confines banished Kama may not s'and, 

Friend and comrade brave Socrivi. enter thou the city wall, 

And assume the ru)al sceptre in tiiy father's royal hall. 

Gilhot Angail, son of Bah, is in regal duties trained, 

Ruling partner of thy empire be the saiiaiit prince ordained, 

Rl l«st son of eldest brother,— >siirb the tnixtm that we own,— 

As uilii) of hts father’s kingdom, doth ascend liij father s throne, 

1 isleitl ’tis the tmntli of Sf'iMn now begins the yeirly ram, 

2a Ihess months of wind aad dela^ thoughts of len^sful strife were vaio, 
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rra EpiCa \no l«s of wciest i\dia 

ETter then th} rnjil cin fttr Kishi^mciha he th» hon»* 

W iiU ni) e\cr {ai uful Likstiinvi kt lue 1 1 U)(.se mountains roam 

5''3''ious is \on rockj ca\em Ifn^nnt with the mountain air, 

Bn^nt ivitn i 1^ a id wivn lotu> »alercd Oj a streamkt fair, 

Here sre dwell nil monh of A'lr/ri when the clouded skv will clear, 
\nd the tune of war and scn,«.ance on our foeiiun shall be neat ’ 

Bowin" tiie Mctors rnndat* brave Sj rua marched in slate, 
irfu die host of tiuo lam,, \ anars e«ter-d oy the c ij 5,ate, 

Prostrate chief with doe ob*isanc» rendered howiase, one and all, 
^ad bu^riva otessed hts people, «tcjp d Wiihm the palace hall 

\nd they sprinkled sacred wate ftom the vases j^wel graced, 

And they wated the fa i of iat'tri ran d th. so i shade silver bead, 

\nd they spread the gold and jeeet gram and herb and fra"ranl^A«, 
Say ling twi^s and beod »g branches, blossonu from the flow eiing tree, 

Milk white garm-ms sem be>pangled and ih'^ CA ind in s fragnol dye, 
Vrea Ls and spices, sn»w white lilies lotu» aure as the sky, 

/ifirun and I’rnangt honey, cord and holy oil. 

Costly sandals gUi and j-*wei(ed tiger the h an ec*:> spoil 2 

Decked m gold and scented garlands, robed m radiance rich and rare, 
Sweetly steuped around Sogtiyn sixteen nia dens passing fair, 

Pnests received the royal bounty gift and garni“nt gold h-*lrced, 

.And they lit the holy altar with the sacred t <' Ira graced, 

Ana’frtev pourea’nie sweet Aftafian on Obf -nVci's- tVgil'iVu' ifjvTtr 
\nd QD throne of toy al splendour placed ih- chief of roy al fame I 

On a high and op-n l“rrace with auspicious garlands graced, 
lacing eastward, in his glory aas the bra\e Sugtiia placed, 

\\ a‘“r from each ho’\ rise' from each tu/ra famed of old 
Trsm the broad aad bocndlgsa ocean, was arranged ta jars of gold, 



And from vas** and horn of wild bulJ, on their monarch and their lord, 
Holy consecration water chiefs and loyal courtiers poured 

Gaya and the great Gavalcsha, Gandba-madan proud and brave, 
Hanuman held up the vases, Jawbamao Ins succour gave. 

And they laved the king Sugnva as Immortals in the sVy, 

Consecrate the star eyed Ikdka in his mansions bright and high, 

And a shout of joy nnd triumph, like (he pealing voice of war, 

Spake Sugtiva's consecration to the creatures near the far * 

Duteous still to Rama’s mandate, as his first born and his own, 

King SugTiva named young Angad sharer of his royal throne, 

Gay and bannered town Kishkindha hailed Sugnva's gracious word, 
Tender lara wiped her tear drops boning to a younger lord I 


V 

The Rams id the Nilgiri Mouataias 

•' Mark the shadowing ram and tempest,” Rama to his brother said, 

As on Malyas cloud capped ranges m their hcrniit-guise theyslrajecj, 

Massn p clouds like rolling mountains gather thick and gather high, 

1 and hf,htniiigs glint and sparkle, pealing thunders shake the sky, 

rregnanl with the ocesn moisture by the solar ny instilled, 

Now (he skies like fruitful mothers are Mth grateful waters filled ' 

jVlifk the folds of cloudy misses, ladder like of smooth ascent. 

One could almost reach lUe Sun god, wreath him with a wreath of scent, 

And when glow these heavy masses red and white with evening’s glow, 
Ouecould almost deem tSie»i sword cuts branded by some heavenly foe 1 
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Jvjirk the streiks of golden li stre I tiling np the checkefed sky# 

3 iKe a lo»er ch \Hdan piinied in each breeze it tiei'es a s gh, 

>tnd d)e e^Tlh is hot md fer^nsh, noistei £d I'ltli the fens of nin# 

S ghing like my atigaished Sita wlj-rr she wept in woe and path f 

Iresh “ind sweet like dmugUt of nectar is the nin hes;nmkled bieeze# 
1 raoiani ^uh the ktUk blossom, scented by the camphor trees 

Fresh and bold each pc-iV ondn ountam bnthed in soft descending ram# 
So they sprinkle holy water when they bless a moi irch s reign f 


Fur tnd till is holy hermits, stind yon shidow mmtled hills# 
Ilunnurmg Maw/r-nr with the zephyr, robed rn threads of sparkling rills# 


Fair ind young as gilhnt coursers nerghfng forth theif thunder cries, 
Lashed by golden whips of lightning are the dapi>led sonhl skiea I 


Ah my lost ind losing &ta f writhing in a Raksln's power, 

As the lighioing shakes and quirers iii this daiX lenrpestoons shorter# 

StndovTS thteken on the prospect flower ind leaf are wet with run 
And eich pissfng object, Lai shman, wakes in me a thought of pam I 

Joyously front throw and empire with my Siia I could pirt, 

A,s the stream erodes ns nnigm, Stia*' a^en'-e breaks my heart, 


Kant ind tempest cloud the prospect is they cloud my onwird path# 
l>ubious IS ray dirksome future, mighty is niy foemau s wrath 1 

Rivin tnoairch of the Kikshas,^so Jiliyu siid and died — 

In some unknown forest fastness doth my aorrovnn^ Sin hide, 

H It S igrua true and futbrul seeks the Raksha’s secret hold, 

Tirm it> faitlv and fiied wi purpose we wiff face our foenm bold f 
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VI 

The Qai^tiae S!ta 

lUe nms, the matsliilled \anars gatlt*red round Susnira bold. 
And unto o gnllant ciueftain thus tt e king hn purpose told 

“ Brare in war and wise m coorsel ^ fike ten tfiotisand nf piy best, 
Seek the hiding place of Raran fn the regions of the l3ist 

S“tk each ratine rock and ferest and eSch shadowy bill and cave. 

Tar ithere bright Sara) u's haters mix Hith Oanga’s ruddy nave, 

And where Jumna's dark Wee *-al«Ts ceaseVss roll in resil pndev 
And the gone thtoogb leagues of country spreads us totrent far and ndo. 

Seek where in Videha’s empire castled towns and hamlets shine, 

In Kosah and m Malwa and by Kasi's sacred shrine, 

Slagadh rich In peopled cent'es, Pnndra region of the brave, 

Anga rich in corn and cattle on the eastern ocean wave 

S*"k rhere clans of skilful reavers dwell upon the eas'ern'hor*. 

And from vlrgn mnes of silver miners rork the spatHing of", 

in the realms of uncouth nations, in the islets of th" »»3, 

In the irountains of the ocean, wander far and wan J't fr*'- S ' 

N^ext to Nila son of Aevi, Jimbamo Vipi»*ta'' son, 

H?uuinau the son of Maroi, famed for d*-d» f/ v-' don*’, 

tJnlo Giya and Gavaksha, Oandhs 

Unto •tiisad prince and regent,* JLS»‘rsfc-'ar-?,^i/»acr'''d 

“Nobles', bravest of our chi*ft 3 J'T, f/f ir 

Seek and search tbtSauM 
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Search the thousand peaVsof VindhAi hftin? high its misty head, 
I hrough the gorges of Naroiada rolhrg o cr its rocky bed, 

B> the gloomy Godavari and hy Krishna's wooded stream, 
Ihrough Uikala s seagirt forests tinged by momin^'s eirl^ gleam 

Search the towns of famed Dasaroa and Annti’srock^ shore, 

And the uplands of Vidarbha and the mountains of Mjsore, 

Ijnd of Mats^as and Kihnsas and Kausika's regions fair, 

I rackless wilderness of Dandak seek with anxious toil and care. 

Search the empire of the Andhras, of the sister nattons three,— 
Cholas, Cherasand the Pandyas dweDmg by ihe southern sea, 

Pass Kaveri a spreading raters, Malya’s mountains towenng bra>e, 
*&eek the isle of lamra parni, gemmed upon the ocean rave I " 

To Susena chief and elder,— TarVs noble sire was he — 

Spake SUatiia with obcuance and in accents bold and free ■ 

"Take my lord, a countless army of the braiest and the best. 
Search where beats the sleepless ocean on the te(,>o'ts of the U est 

Search the country of Saiira«htras, of Bahhkas strong and braic, 
Arid each busy matt and seaport on the western ocean wave. 

C«stles gut bj barren mountain* dcierls by the sandy sea, 
hurcsts ul the flagrant krtik, regions of the ttwal tree I 

Seartfn a'ne ocean port o1 T'altan shaded "ny ns Irnirtii'i trees, 
k\ here the feather) groves of cocoa court the balmy western breeze, 

here on peaks of Sonia gin lordly lions wander free, 
here the waters uf the Indus mingle with tlie mighty sea 1" 

1 sstl) to the valiant chieftain Satavala itronc and brave, 

Jot ttic quest of saiody Sita thus hi*;u)£hiy majd-te^ase. 
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’ Hjc Ihce, SatAvali, wilh thy fnrecs wander forth, 

lo the peaks of Himalaya, to the regions of the North { 

Mtechchas and the wild PiOindis in the rocky regions dwell, 

Madn chiefs and mighty Kurus live tvithiii each fertile rale, 

Wild Kamhops of the mountains Virants of wondrous skill, 

Silas sttoopiiig from their gorges, Pittaois of iron will 1 

Search the woods of dnndat u mantling Himalaya’s side, 

And the forests of the lodhra spreading in iheir darksome pride, 

Search the land of Soma snma where the gay Gindh tnas dwell# 

In the table land of Kala search each rock and ravine well 1 

Cross the snowy Himalaya, andSudarsan’s holy peak, 

Deva sakha’s wooded ranges which the feathered songsters seek, 

Cross the vast and dreary region void of stream or wooded hill, 

Till you teach the white Kailasa, home of Gods, serene and still ! 

Pass Kuvera s pleasant regions, search the Krauncha mountain well. 
And the land where warlike females and the horse faced women dwell, 

Halt not till you reach the country where the Northern Kurus rest, 
Utmost contiiies of the wide earth, home of Cods and Spirits blest 1” 







BOOK YIII 

SITA-SAN’DES \ 

{Sifa ^ismettd) 

A MOVG ihe niioy ch»ef< sent I»y Sii^nva in difTerent directions 
in seircl) of Sita, Hanumsn succeeded m the quest md d scosered 
S ta in Ceylon Cejlon is sepantcd from Inrtn by n broad cliaiinel 
of tlie sea and Hanuroan leaped or rather flew tbrongli the nr, 
across the channel and hchted on the island Sita scorninp the 
proposals of Rivaii was kept m confinement in a garden of Asoi^ 
trees surrounded hy a teiril Ic cuard of Raksha females , and in this 
1 ard confinement she remained true and faithful loh»r lord Hanuman 
gav% her a token from Rama, and earned hack to Rama a token 
whicli she sent of tier undyn g affcctioir and truth 

The portions tran«hted in this Book form the whole of the man 
portio IS of Sections JsV , xwi , xx%vi , and Uvi of Book v of the 
(Original test 


Siia in the Asoka Garden 

Crossed the ocean’s boundless waters, Hanuman in diilj brave, 

L ghted on the emerald island girdled b> ll e sappliite wave, 

And in tireless quest of Sita searched the mari’in of the sea, 

In a dark i {,aiden hid himself v ithm a tree 

Creepers threw their clasping tendrils round the trees of ample height, 
Stalely palm and fealherpd cocoa, fruit and blossom pleased ihc 
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U«T(1s of tame an3 genUe crcatwres m ihe p!*«sj meafjo’?- sua>ed, 
JCoMt sao^ >n leafy llMltel, birds of fvluniagc 111 the slude, 

L’mpid liVes of scented !ot*is with their fnprance filled the air, 
Homes and huts of rustic beauty itce(/ed through hushes green and faiff 

BJnssoms rich in tint and fragrance in the cheefeered shadow cleam"dj 
Clustering fruits of golden beauty in the yellow sunlight beamed ! 

Brightlx shone the red Aiof' t with the mnrnmg’s golden cay, 

Karnik tnt and /CtHtuka dazetmg as the light of day, 

Bnaht'y grew the flower of Ck4imf/tk m the vie and on the reef, 
Punnaga and 5<r/h{/ary7<s with its seven fold scented leaf, 

Kich in hJossoms many tinted, cratefnl to the ravished eye, 

Gay and green and glonou« LaoU «a$ like garden of the sky, 

Rich in fruit and laden creeper and in l^•atlteous husband tree, 

1 lower bespangled golden Lanka was like gem bespangled seal 

Rose a palace in the woodlands gut Ivy pillars strong and high, 

Snowy white like fair KaiUsa cleaving through the aiure sky, 

And Its steps were ocean coral and its pavement yellow gold. 

White and gay and heaven aspiring rose the structure hi^h and bold 1 

I’y the rich and rnnJ mansion Haniiman his eyes did res*. 

On a uunun sad and sorrowing in her sylvan garments drest, 

I ike the moon obscured and clouded, dim wiih shadows deep and dark, 

I ike fiinolce enshrouderd red fire, dying with a feeble spjrk. 

Like the tempest pehed lotus by the wind and torrent shaken, 

I tke the beauteous siar Roiiiai by a graAa overtaken I 

I'asis and'vi^irs pal'^d her beautv, (eats hedimined her tenifer grace. 
Anguish dwelt wuhin her bosom, sorrow daikened on her face, 





JRFTfw ' 3 !^ 


20 EPICS KND LUS OF WaENT INDIA 

\nd she lived by Ral-shns ennrded, is i faint ind timid deer, 

■evered from her herd and fcindred when the prowling wofres are near, 


Vnd her riven locks imsathered hung behind in sinsjle bnid, 

\nd her gentle c>e wis lighlless, and her brow wis hid in shide I 

This IS she I the peerless princess, Rama’s consort loved and lost, 
Phis IS she ' the saintly Sita, by i cruel foitune crost,” 

rfanunnn thus thoueht ind pondered “ On her gnceful form I spf, 
jenis and gold by sorrowing Rama oft depicted with i sigh, 

Dn ber ears the s'olden pendants and the timer’s sharpened tooth, 

!) 1 her arms the jewelled bracelets, tokens of unchancng truth, 

Dn her pallid brow and bosom still the radiant jeweK shine, 

Elama with a sweet affection did m early days entwine 1 

Hermit’s garments clothe her person, braided is her rasen hair, 
Matted bark of trees ot forest drape tier neck and bosom fait, 

ftnd a dower of dazzling heauiv still bedecks her peerless face, 

1 hough the shadowing tinge of sorrow darkens all her earlier gracef 

This is she ' the soft eyed Sili, wept with nnas ailing tear, 

This IS she • the faithful conson, unto Rama erer dear, 

Unforgettins and unchanging, truthful still in deed and word, 

Sica 111 ber silent suffering sotrows for her absent lord, 

SiilJ for Rama lost hot cherished Sita heaves the choking sioh, 

Sita lives for righteous Rama, for her Rama she would die 1 ’ 
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The Voice of Hope 


Hinnman from leafy slielfer lifts hts voice in sacred snne, 

Till the tale of Rama’s glory LanLa’s vroods and vales prolong: 

“ Listen, Lsdy, to my story ;--Dasa nthi famed »n wsr. 

Rich in steeds and lojal tuskers, aimed men a'-d battle car, 

Killed his realm m truth and virtue, m his bounty ever free. 

Of the might) race of Raghu mightiest king and monarch he, 

Robed m every ro}tl virtue, great in peace in battle brave. 

Blest in bliss of grateful nations, blest in blessings which he gavel 

And his eldest botn tnd desrest, Rsma soul of nghtimiis mi^ht. 
Shone, as mid the stats resplendent sUmes the radiant Lord of Night, 

True unto his s-icred duty, true onto his kith nnd km. 

Friend of piet) and virtue, punisher of crime and 9in, 

Loved in all his spicmus empiiv, peopled mart nnd hermii’« den, 
With a truer oeeper kindness R-mn loved his sub)-c\ men I 

Hisi rntha, prnmtse.fettered, then hK cniel tmndite gave, 

Rnmn with his wife and broiher lived m woods nnd rock) cav?, 

And he shyed the doer of jungle and he ^lepl m leafy slnde, 

Stern destroyer of the Rakshas in the pithless forests vinyed. 

Till the momreh of the Rifcshas — fnodful K Ins impious life, — 
Cheated Ram-i in the jungle, from his coitige stole his wife f 

1 on" lamenting lone md wear) Ritna wandered in the wood, 
Seatched for Sita in the jungle where his humble cottage stood, 

Godinri’s gloomy gorges, Krishna’s dark and wooded shore. 

And the ravine, rock and ritle), and the cloud capped uiuunia 
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Tlien lie met the sad Siipnvi in i\iW M-ilja’s dark retreat, 

\V on for him his fnther’s empire and Ins father's roj al seat, 

Non Su?ri\a's countless forces wander far and wander near, 

' In the search of stolen Sita still unto his Rama dear' 

1 am henchman of Snjnan and the imghtj sea have crost, 

III the quest of hidden Sua, Hama’s consort loaed and lost, 

Ana methinUs that form of beaalj, peerless shape of woman’s 
Is my Rama's dear«loied consort, Rama’s dear remembered fate 

Hushed the soice; the ravished Sita cast her wond'rmq e\es armind, 
hencethatsongof sudden gladness, whence that sou' entrancing sound ? 

Pawning hope and rising rapture overflowed her widowed heart. 

Is u dieam's deceitful whisper which the cruel Fates impart ' 


III 

Ramas Token 

Tls no dream's deceitful whisper*" Hantiman spake to the dame, 
As from dirksome leafy shelter he to Rama's consort came, 

“Rama’s messenger and sassal token from thy lord I bring, 

^ta^k this bright ring, jcwel.leiterad with the dear name ofih> king, 

For the loved and cherished S la is to Rama ever dear, 

And he sends his loving mes age and his force is drawing near ' ” * 

R I > held that lender token from her loved and cherished lord 
And once more herself she fancied to his loving arms restored, 

And her pallid face was lichted ano her soft eve «ent a spark, 

As the Moon regains her lustre freed from Hiikii’s shadows dark I 
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And wiili vmcc of deep emotion in eicli sofllj whispered word, 

6pike her thouglits in gentle accents ofher consort and her lord 

‘ Aressenger of loveof Rami I Dauntless is th> deed and hold, 

1 hbu hast crossed the boundless ocean to the Kaksha’s castled hold, * 

Thou hast crossed the angry billons which confess no monarch’s swaj, 
O er the face of rolling waters found thy unresisted nay, 

Thou Inst done what living rnoml never sought to do before, 

Dired the Raksha in Ins island, Raran m his sea girt shore I 

Speak, if Rama lives in safett m the wood* or by the htll, 

And if joung and gallant Lafcsbman faillifol serves his brother still. 

Speak, if Rann in his anger and his unforgiving ire, 

Hurls destruction on m) captor like the world consuming lire, 

Speak, if Rama in his sorrow wets bis p’ie and drooping eje, 

If the thought of absent Sita wakes within his heart a sigh } 

Doth my husband seek alliance with each wild and warlike chief, 
Striving for a speedy vengeance and for Sita’s quick relief, 

Dmh he anr the warlike raoes to a fierce and Tpn°efnl str fe. 

Dealing death to ruthless Rakshas for this insult on Ins wife, 

Path he smII in fond remenibrance cherish S ta loved of >ore, 

Nursing ui his hero bosom tender sorrows evermore * 

Didst thou hear from far Ayodhya, from Kaii'alva ro>aIdime, 

From the tn e and tender Bharat prince of proud and peerless fame, 

D dsi thou hear if royal Bharat leads his forces to ihe fight, 

Conquering Ravan's scattered army in his all resistless might, 

Didst thou heir if brave Sugriva marshals Vanars in his wrath, 

^nd the young and gallant Lakshmaii seeks to cross tlie ocean path > ‘ 

Hanuman wuh due obeisance placed his hand upon bis head, 
llowcd urjto to the queenl) Siu and to senile accents said , 







!'., EPICS AND E«a OF WCJEST INDIA 

‘ Trust me, Ladj Yalianl Rami <oon will greet his siintlr srif», 

Een as Indra greets his goddess. b\CHi dearer than his life, 

Trust me conquering Rama comes with panopfj of war. 
Shaking Lankas sea girt mountains, slapng Rakshas near and far ! 

He shall cross the boiinolesi ocean with the battles dread arne. 

He shall smite the impious Raaan and the cruel Kakshas shv, 

M ht\ Cods and strong A<uras shall not hinder Rama's path, 
hen at Lanka’s gates he thunders wuh his more than godlike wralhi 

Deadly \ wit, all-destroying, pales before his peerless might« 
hen his red right arm of tengeance wrathful Rama lifts to smite 

Pt the loftT \fandar mountains by the fruit and root I «eek, 

By the cloud-obstructiog \ indhyas, and by Malja’s towering peak, 

I will swear, my gentle Lady, Rama’s xengeance draweth ntgh 
Thou shall see his beaming usage like the Lord of Midnight Sky, 

Firm in p irpose Rama waitelh on the Prasra vana hi* 

\s upon the huge /Niravai, Indra, motionless and still 1 

Fifth of deer nor f tresi honey *utelh Rama true on i M { 

Till he restues eheriihed Si/J Jrom the Rihshas r xstled hold. 

Thoughts oj Silt lei-f not Rtma drean dir or aorhioine nteht 
Till his ven^e mee leefi ind dreadful trashes ^nfiTW tn /ix might, 

Firesl flo ter nor stented treefer pleases ^ i« ft J oifvished heart. 

Till he mus kts tedded lonsert by hts drath-eomfellmg dart I ’ 
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IV 

Sius Token 

Token fTom her raven ttcssts Sna lo the ^ »nar save, 

Kanumati wuU caunllesa valour crossed once iuorc ihe ocean wave, 

here m Pnsra vana's mounram Hama wuh his brolher staged, 

Jew^I from the brow of Siu by her sorroning consort laid, 

Spak^ of Ravan's Tout endearment and his loatbsorne loving word, 
Spake of Sita's scorn aud anger aodher truth uoto her lord, 

J ears of sorrow and afTection from the warrior’s eyelids start, 
fVs his consort’s loving token Rama presses to his heart 1 

“ As the molh«r*cow, Sugrirn, yield* her nnlV bcsid“ her young, 
Welling tears upon tins token yields my bean by anguish wrung, 

Well I know this dear loved jewel sparkling with the ray of beavto, 
Boro m sea, by mighty Indra to my Sita’s father given, 

1\ ell I know this tender token, Janak placed it on her hair, 

M hen she carjie my bride and cqnsort decked in beauty rich and rare, 

1\ tl! I know this sweet memorial S'ta wore it on her head. 

And her proud and peerless btntity on the gem a lustre shed 1 

Ah, metbinks the gncioos ]aoal. stands aqam before my eye, 

^^Uh a fathers fond a^cction, with a monarch's stature hi^h. 

Ah, methmks my bride and consort she who wore u on her brow, 
Stands again before the altar sp-aks again bet loving vow. 

Ah, the sad the sweet remembrance! ah, the happy days gone hr. 

O y/s/o/?, trikJbeitgiadilpjiJiJijasse}):? 



'jUd'Wilcil I 


sraii^ 


lifl tflts AND H\S OF ANtiESt 

Bpeik ogiin, nn fsHhftil ta^sil, how mj Sila wept and prayedj 
] >ke the water to (he thitsi), dear to me what Sits said, 

Did she send this sv^cel remembrance as a blessing from ahore, 

As a true and lender token of a niin)a’t» changeless lose, 

Did she waft her heart’s a^ec'mn o’er the billows of the «e3, 
hercfore cattie she not m person from her foes and fellers free ? 

fianuman, my friend and cctnrade, lead we tn Vhc distant isle, 
here my soft e} ed Sun lingeis midst the Kakshss dirk and vile, 

M here my true and tender eonsort like a lone and stricken deer, 

Girt by Rakshas stern and ruthless sheds the unavailing tear, 

II here she weeps m ceaseless ancuisb, sorrow stricken sad and . 
Like the Moon by dark clouds shrouded then her hglit and itisire fail I 

Speak again, mj faithful henchman, loTmc mes«age of my wife, 

Like some potent drug her accents rcuoraie my lamting Mt, 

Arm til) forces friend Sugnra, Rama shall not brook delay, 
l\ lule in distant L>anka’s confines S«ta weeps the livelong day, 

Marshal forth thy Innncred forces cross the ocean in ihf might 
Lama speeds on wings of vengeance Lanka’s impious lord to smite r 
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R \VAN ras thofougblf frt^hKned by Ibe deeds of Daniitnart 
For Hanumiti h-id not only penetnted into Ins island and dis> 
covered 9iti m her imprisonment) Ixit had also mainged to burn 
diiwnaprent portion of the city before he left the island Kivan 
cillet) 1 Counn) of 11 ir, and as might lie expeciedi ail tlie advisers 
heedlessly advised hit 

Alt hut iJililusInn, Ife t»as the youngest brother of ti'ivtn, 
and condetTined llie folly and the crime hy nluch J^a\in a as seeking 
n ssir ssjili the rt^htemis and unofTending Rirnn ife advised that 
bita should be restored to her lord and [leace made mih Raiiin His 
voice was drowned in ihecncs of more tioleiit advisers 
, It IS noticeitile tint Ravan’s second brother, Kumbha karnaj 
also had the courage to censure his elder's actions I'ut unlike 
f’lliliislian he was determined to fight for his king nliether ho was 
b.bt or wrona I here is n touch of snhlnnuy tn this blind and 
devoted loyalty of Kumbha karna lo the cause of liis king and 
Ins country “v 

ISiblnslnrv was driven from the emiti with indismtj, and joined 
the forces <if Rama, t<» whom be give tnUch valuable jnfotmation 
oboiit iKinka and Uis vvatjiors 

live passages tnivshtcvl in this Dook form Sections vi , viii , ix , 
jnrtions of deoiioivsxii and x¥. and the whole of Secttou xvu, of 

Hook VI. of the oiiginal tsM» * 







laS Epics AND t.«s or A^clE^T India 


Rftvxn Seeks Advice 

Monarch of the mi 5 hty Raksltas Ravan spake to warriors all, 
bpake to ^allani cuief» and princes gathered in Ins Cuu icil Hall 

L sten Princes Chiefs and Uarnors Hanuman out land hath seeUi 
Siealmg through liie ivouds of 1 a ika unto Rama's prisoned queen, 

And audacious in his purpose and resistless in bis ire, 

Lurnt our turret tower and temple, svasted Lanka $ town nith Sre I 

bpeak your council gallant leader«, Ravan is intent to hear, 

Iriumph waits on learkss wisdom, speak }Our thoughts without a feaf| 

At isest tnonarchs acts on counsel from Ins men for wisdom known, 
Next are they who m tbeit wisdom and their daring act alone, 

I ast unwiscst are the motiarchs who nor death nor danger weigh, 

1 nink nut, ask not friendly coansci by their passions borneaway I 

isest counsel comes from courtiers who in holy lore unite, 

Next when varying plans and reasons blending lead unto the right. 

Last and worst when stormy passions mark the helpless king s debate, 
And his friends are disumied when bis foe is at the gate 1 

Therefore freely speak your counsel md jonr mctnarcli’s task shall be 
13ut to shape in deed a id action what your wisest thoughts decree, 

Speak with minds and hearts united shape jour willing monarch s deed, 
Counsel peace, or Ravan s forces to a war uf vengeauce lead. 

Ere Sognva § countless forces cross the vast and bonndless mam. 

Ere the wrathful Rama girdles l^nka with n hung cham t ' 



THE R\M\\ %VA 


33 ^ 


II 

Prabastas Speech 

Dirk and ingh as summe" tempest mighty armed Pnhasti rose. 

Spake in fierc and fiery acctnis hurling cliallengc on his foes 

“ Wherefore, Ruan quails thy hosom, gods against thee strive in ram, 
^\herefore fejr the feeble mortals, homeless hermits, helpless men? 

Hanuman approached in secret, stealing like a craven gpj, 

Not from me m open corobal would alue the Vanaf fly, 

him come i"ilh all his forces to the confines of the sea 
1 pill chase the scaUe ed army and thy to<vu from foemeti free ! 

Not in fear md hesitation Ravan should repent his deed, 

While h s gallant Raksha forces stand beside him in his need, 

Not in tears and vain repentance Sila to hts CO'' r yield 
While his chieftains guard l«s 1 1 pire in the bau'v’s gory h Id ! ’* 


III 

Durmukba’s 5p»e''!i 

Durmnkha of crin^I visige and of fierce and angry word. 

Rose within the Council Chamber, spake to Lanka's nu^hty lord; 

*' Never shall the wily fo'^min boast of insult on ns flung, 
Hanuman shall die a victim for the outrage and the ivroiig f 

Stealing in unguarded Lanka through thy city's virgin gate, 

He hatii courted deep disaster anda dark untimely fate, 

Stealing in the inner mansions where our dam^s and < inisels dwell, 
Hanuman shall die a victim, — tale of shame he shall uot tell ! 

9 
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Need is none of Ravan's irinv, bid me secic the foe alonp, 
If he hides in sky or ocean or in iic'her regions lhrov\n, 

Need ts none of gathered forces, Ravin's mandate I ober, 
1 All! smite the bold intruder and bis Vanar forces slay ' ” 


IV 

Vajra dinshtras Speech 

Irnn toothed Vijra danshtn then arose m wnth and pfide, 

And his blood snined imce of battle held >n fury by hie side, 

Hherefore, Raran itiste thy forces on the foenen poor and ti fi 
Hermit Rama and his brother, Hanuman of impious wile, 

r d me —with this mac* of bittl* proud Sug'tTa I will slay, 

Chase the helpless hermit brmliers to the forests far away I 

Or to deeper counsel ! sien f \ar ed ''■apes the Rakshis wear 
1 et them, wearing human o'lsaai,, dres><.d as Bliaral s trooj s ii pear, 

S iccoar from his rnlin" bro'her Kama will in ^hdii^ssBr-et, 

] hen with mice and blood stained sabre ne sh ill lay tlicin at our fetl, 

Rock and jivel n and arrow we shall on our fnemen hail, 

Till no poor sutTiring Vanar lives to tell the tragic talc ' 


Speech of Nilcemtilia and Vajra hand 

Then aro'e the brave Nilcumbha — Knrahha kann’s sm was he — 
bpile Ins joung heart » mijiiy passion in his accents bold and free I 

* N'e*d is none, O n »shl) monarch, for a fnttlc or a war, 

I'll! nic meet tac homeless Raju aud hi5 biothsr wand ri 3 f^r* 
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BkI he fice the p^ottd Snsnvi, Ham man <f deepest wile, 

1 mil cid iliee of tlij f^enicii and of Vauars poor and vilc I ” 

Rose the rhi^f uith )iw of «ron Vijrahanu fi-rc-* iiid jotinfr 
I ckcd tiis Itps like luii^ry ti^cT with his red and lollir^f tongue 

" \\ hs'ef ire, monarch, drctm < f hiKle * Rahslus feed on hunan go’Cj 
I ct i»e fcAst upon ihj foeuscit t)> the ©"“aij's lonely sho'e, 

Rimi and hts herrmt trother, H-tnumin cho hides in wood, 

(\ngad and tin; proud Sui,rivj soon shall Ixr mv welcoms food!'’ 


^ibhishans Waraicg: 

entjr ^atTiors arned and ended in t5»» Council Hall tros*, 
Tnits’ing fu' a waf of \ei.i, canoe, huttin, challenaC uu the fo-* , 

Rut Bihhishan deep in risdnn,- Raetn's touncest broiherhe — 
Spake the i- ord of so'emo uariiing for iiis eje could fart lesi see 

" Pardon, '•inj and honoured ¥*der, if Bibhishm lifts his toic" 
’Ciainst the wishes of the wariiors and the monarch** fatal choice, 

Tirm m faith and strong in forces Rima comes nth conqu’rmg might, 
Vain against a righteous narnur would uiittgliteoj* Ruan tight ' 

Think him not a common Vmsr wl>otrsnspa«S“d the ncssn wa e. 
Wrecked th> city tower and temple and a si^ii and warn nggaie, 

T hinV him not a common hermit who Atodh^a ruled cf yore. 
Crossing India’s streams and moOoiajo«, thunders nowon l-aiika’sshotel 

hat daik deed of crime or folly hub the righteous Rama don**, 

1 nat } ou stole his faithful consort uniwotected aod a’ot-e. 
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\\ hit cfTence cr nimeless insult lntl> the saintli Sm ct' en, 

b'lc uhu ciiatned in Lanka » pusua pleads in } iicous tears to Heaven f 

1 ike n ) counsel, king and elder, Siti to her lord restore, 

\\ ipc tms deed of wrong and outface, Rum s n^lueoua once implore, 

like n\ counsel, Riksha monitcb, nin igiinst Inin is thy might, 
ili^ubiv tiued u the hero,— he who battles for the riehl 1 

Render ta to her Rama ere with sencemce ^"ift ind dire 
He de j ui 3 our peopled Luika uith h<3 bow and brand and Rrei 

Render wife unto her husband ere in hiltle’s dread orri)) 

Rama swuups upon thy empite like a falcon on its pte), 

Re ider to the lord hi» consort ere with Idood of Rikshis shin, 

Ram \ Soaks the land of Lanka to the cuirgin of the mam ' 

1 isten to n ) friendly counsel — though be I stand alone,— 

Ibaitliful iricna bu hery foeman is this Dasa rathas sot), 

1 Isten to my soice of wirnins — KimVs shifts ire true md keen, 

1- aitiina like tnc vsiib’rni^ stinbeims on the summer’s pirchifd green, 

Lsten to m\ soft enirenis,— >,ighleou'‘ne'S becomes the braie, ^ 
Cherish peicc and cherish siitue and thj sons and daughters save. 


VII 

Kiimhba>'kama s Oeterminabon 

Risan s brother Knmhhi kima, from his wonted slumber woke, 
Mightiest lie of all the Raksha*, thus in solemn accents spoke 

T tub speaks the wi«e Bibhishan , ere he stole i hermit’s wife, 
Ravan 5hoi,ld hatethoLghtaud poodeicd, courted uota cau'skss strife, 



THr RAMA\AVA 


J^re he did this deed of folly. Ravin should hire counsel sought, 
Tardy is the vain rcjjcntance when the work of shame is wrought f 


Vt ord of wisdom timely spoken sires from deith and dingers dire, 
Vain IS t,nef for crime committed, — oCetinj,® to unholy fire, 


Vain IS hero’s worth or v alour if l*v foolish counsel led, 

Toll and labour fail and perish save when unto wisdom wed. 


And the foeram speeds tn tnopiph o’er a h-sedless monarch’s might, 
AsiMoiighgapsofKraunchanvo\iminisAflMji«spc6dtheir50utht.fnfli^htI 

Rivin, thou hast sou^M unwisely Siti m her cilm retreat, 

As the wild and heealess hunter feeds opon ihe poisoned meat, 

Nathless, fiithful Kumhhi kiroa will his loyol duty know. 

He shall fight his monarch's battle, he shall face his hiothet’s foe l 

Tnie to brother and to monirch be he Tight or he he wrong, 

Kumbha karna fights for Lanka ’gainst her ioemen fierce an i strong, 

Recks not if the mighty Indrv and Vivssvat cross bis path, 

Or the wild ind stormy MAruis, \cm in his fiery wrath 1 


Tor the Lord of Sky sbiU tremble when be s^es mv stature high. 
And he hears his thunders '•clioed by my loud and aiisirenng cr}. 


Rimi irmed with ample quiver shall no secund irrow send, 

Lre I shy him in the battle and his limb from limb I rend ! 

tt iser heads thin Kumbha kirna right and true from wron'* miy know, 
I auhful to his race and monarch he shall face the haughty foe, 

V’5 "y'lvusuve^ ’A‘avrfr»,Tt/<t‘frryreJnri*fT>T»^f»'P’/d/* , 

tt hen I slay the hermit R ima, widowed Siia be thy bride I " 



1 
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. \in 

lndr«3>t s Assurance 

Indraj t the ^on f'F Ravin ih^n his loft) piufose told, 

Midst the best md lioldesi Rakshas none so gillaiit, none so bold • 

" \\ herefcire, nol le k>n«* md fnhcr pile Bibhislnn’s coun«el bear, 
bcion < f the tics of Kakshis speiks not thus in daslird feir, 

In ll IS race of eihint Rakshas, known for deeds of glot\ done, 
Feeble heirted, faint m courage, »ate Bibhishan, iheie is none ( 

■\Iitched With memest of the Rikslns what ite sons of mortal men, 
W hit are homefes human Inothers hiding in the hermit s den, 

Shill we yield to weary wandrer* driven from Iheir disimt home, 
t nased from throne and fithet‘s kingdom in ihe desert woods to romi ? 

1 ird of sky ind nether recion*, InoRa ’neith my weapon fell, 

Pale Immortals know my valour ind iny warlike deeds cm tell, 

Inora s tiwker, hii^e \irivit, hv mv prowess overthrown, 
liumpeted ts anguished accent*, iihiking sky and ciiih with groin, 

Migiilv Gods and diumless Dam is fame of Intlrij t mav know. 

And lie yields no*, king and father, to i honn-kss human loe ' “ 


1\ 

Ravan's Decision 

An^er swMNd in RivinN bo om as he cast his I lord red eve 
On Bibhuhan calm and fearless, a td 1 e spake in accents high 

“ Rather dwell with Ofen foenien or in homes where cobns I itinl, 
loan with faithless fricntis who falter and wiiom feats of danger d lunlf 
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ns 


O the lore rf near relittonsl — fahe and faithless, full of goile,— • 
Hok Uie> sorrow at mj glorj, at rnj danger how they smile, 

ftow ihes gncee wi»h secret anj'Hish when my loftier virtues shine, 
How thei hathour jealous envy when deserts and fame and mine. 


How they scan with curious vision e»erv fault that clouds my path, 
How they wait With eager longin,^ till I fall in Fortune’s wrath I 


Ask the elcpliants of jungle how the r captors catch md hind,— 

Not hy fire and feeble ueapons, hut hy treason of their kind, 

Not by jnelin or arrow —hitle for these arms they care,— 

Hut their false and fondling females lead them to the hunter's snare 1 

r^on? as nounslnuent and vigour shall impart the milk of cow, 

1 ong as women shall be changeful, hetnnu holy m their trow, 

At*, sn long shall neir rehtinns hate us m their inner mind, 

^tlfk us witli a secret eniy though their words lie ne’er so kind I 

Kiin-drnps fill upon the lotus hut unmin"hng hang ipart, 

I alse relations round us gather but they blend not heart with heart. 


U inter clouds are big with thunder but they shed no fresbenincrain, 
F ilse relations spuie and greet us but their soothing words are tain, 


Pres are tempted by the honej but from flower to flower they range, 
taise rdatiuiis share our favour but ut secret seek a change I 


I ling IS thy speech Dihhishan, secret envy lurks within, 

1 h<iii wouldst rulethj eId«r’semptre,thou wouldst wedthyelder’s queen. 


T-iku tV.y Metsw trt fotTOcn -rVsmbtt'i Wood I rt ay sl«d,- 
Other Raksha craven hearted bj my royal I ands had bled I ” 
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\ 

B bhishan s Departure 

' This to me ' Bihhishan answered as » ith fiery comrades four, 

Kose 1 ) arms the athful Raksha and in fury rushtd hcfore, 

‘ But I spare thee royal Ravan ansrj words th) lips hare passed, 

I alse and lying and unfounded is the censure thou hast cast ' 

True Biblii^han soo<’ht thj saftf), siroae to sa># J js elder’s reign,— 
Speed thee now 10 thy desuuctio i since all coinsei is in sain, 

"Many are tny smiling courtiers who with honeyed «peech beguile,— 

I eiT are they with truth and candour speak their purpose void of guile I 

Bhnd io rias/ni and to ttsdom Ravm fee -6 Mi destined frit 
For thy tn ftous lust of 00m J«, f r thy d irk unrtshteous h tie. 

Blind to dinner and destruction deaf to rtord of lounstl ^nen 
By the flaming sh ijl> of R %ma the t sh tit die by rvtU of Htoien ' 

\et O ' yet ti* hi i'" and elder Mm plead v.ith Intest hrtith 
’G iinst the d nlh of r ue ani kinsmen, gainst ny lord and brother s death. 

Ponder yet O R ihsh » monar h sate //» race and sore tin o t n 
Rmn part le no i Jor ner — ^uxid thy ancient set girt thioue l" 



BOOK 

V U D D H A 
{The If'ar tn CeyUii) 

R \M\ crossed ot,sr mth ^hu arm> from fndi\ fo Ceylon 
1 Here >s "X Cham of ishnds across the and the Indnn 

poet «iipposes ihem to be lt>c rennins of a vast cause«ijr which 
Rami built locfoss o>er with I»is irmy 

The town of Imta, the capml of Cey’on, wts tnscsted, ond 
the war which followed was n succession of sillies hy the fireH 
Inders and princes of t^anli Put almost eten sillj was repulsed, 
everj chief was killed, and at last Rasan himself who mide the list 
siJ's was shin and the war ended 

Amone the numberless fiebts described in the onciml work, 
those ffRivan himself, his litoiher Kumbha kirm, and his son 
Indrapt ire the most importmi, and oftenest recited ind hsiened 
to in liidn , ind these hive been rendered into Cnebsh in tins 
look And llie reader will mirk i cerliin method m the poet’s 
estimate of the witriors who took, part in ihe«e bmles 

1 ust and greatest among the wamors was Rima he wis never 
beiten bj an open foe never conquered in htr fulit Xext to 
him ind to him onij, was Ruin ihemomrch of Linfca, he twice 
defeated Rikshmin in hastle md never relreited except twrh rc 
Rami Next to Rami ind |o Rivan stood their I mdn rs, lliW'hnnn 
and Kumbha Varna , it is difhctilt tosi> w| o was the hest of thes" two, 
for the) fought nnl) once, and It was i drawn battle Fifth in order 
nf prowess was Indnj t the son of Rivan, t m he wiv the first in his 
migic ait Concealed m mists b\ his magic, I e twice defeated both 
Rinia ind KiVshman , but lo liis list battle he had to wice i face to 
face con bat vnth Lakshman lod was si""" th^t^ ii»e wamors. 
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Bibhislian s Departure 

“This to me 1 ’ BiMtishan inswered, as «itli fiery comndes focr, 

Kuse til arms the ' nthfui Raksha and in fury rushtd before^ 

“ But I spare thee, royal Ravin, an^rj words lh> lips have passed, 

1 alse aud lyins and unfounded 1 $ the censure thou hast cast ' 

True Bibliishan soueht th) safety, strove to save bis elder’s reign,' 
Speed thee now 10 thy destruction since all counsel is in vain, 

Jtany are tny smihnc courtiers who with hnnejed speech becnife,- 
I ew are they with truth and candour speak their purpose void of gu 

Iiliiid lo rtasnn and ta wisdom, sttk thy dtstinrd f'stt, 

For thy 11/ /lous lust oj woman, for thy dork unss^hUons hate, 

Jyhnd tfldwrer and destruction, deaf to ttord of counsel ^nen, 
hy the fl lining shafts of Rama thou shntt die by sviU of Heaien ' 

Vet, 0 /jet,tii} hns^ and elder, let me plead svith latest breath, ^ 

'G Hast the d'aHi of rate ani kinsmen, 'gamst my lord and brother's death, 

Pondiryt, 0 R ikshs monarch taie th\ race and snze th\ O'tm, 

/iVit.tn, /iirf «r now for ner, — ,^uaid t/ijr ancient set girt throne!" 



BOOK X 
Y U Dr> H A 
{Tht War $n Ceyhn) 

'T)\M\ crp'^ed over wnb ^hi$ irmy from Indii fo Ceylon 
iliere IS a chain of islands across the stmt, and the Indnn 
poet supposes them to he the Ternmns of a vast causeway which 
Rama built tocrovs over with Im otm) 

Ihetoftncf I anlca, the capnil of Ceylon, was invested, nnd 
the war which lollowed was "v succession of s-illies hy the ereit 
leaders ind princev of I^anks But almost even sally was teptilsed, 
every chief was killed, and at list Ravan himself who made the list 
sil'v was slam and the war ended 

Amonjj the nomhMess fjchls described m the nncmal wotIc, 
those f f Uavan himself, his hroiber KumViln kirm, and his son 
Indr-ijil are the most important, and ofienest recited and listened 
to in India , and these hive been rendered into Enchsh in tins 
Look And the reader will mirk i certain method in tiie poet’s 
estimate of the warriors who took part in the»e bavtles 

1 irst and greatest among the wirnors was Rama he was never 
beaten by an open foe never conquered in fur fiuhi Next lo 
him, and to him only, was Rivan the momrch of Lanka , he twice 
defeated Takshnnn in battle and never retreated except before 
Rama Next to Rann and to Ravan stt od their liTrnln r®, I alshnnn 
.Old Kunihin karna , it isddhctiU to say who was the best of these i«o, 
for they fou^iii only nnce, and it was a drawn battle Fibh in order 
of prowess was Indnj I the son of Ravan, but he ms the first m his 
magic art Concealed in mists by his magic, be twice def'-ated both 
Rama and Lakshinan , hut hi Ins last battle he had to wage a face to 
face combat with Lakshnian, aod was slim After thc'c live warriors, 
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pre eminent for their prowess, xanous Vanars and Rahshas lonh their 
nnk 

The war ended with the fill cf Rtxan and his funerals The 
t nrtions translated in this Booh form the whole or portions of 
Sections xltv , xlvui , Int, Ixvi , Ixxii and Ixxiii , an abstract of 
Sections Ixxv to xci and portions of Sections xcni , xcxi, CJ r 
cm , cix , cx , and cxni of Booh vi. of the original text 


I 

ladrajits First Battle-^The SerpenUNoese 

Difhlj" round tl e leagored citj Rann’s countless forces lay, 

Fir as Ratan c-ist ins glances lu the dawning li^ht of da>, 

W rath and ancu sh shook his bosom and the pates he opened wide, 
^nd wuh ranks of charging Rakshas sallied with a Raksha’s pride 

All tl e day the battle lasted endless were the tale to tell 

hat unnumbered Vanars perisl cd and what countless Rakshas fell, 

Darkness came the fiery foemen urged the still unceasing fight 
Struggling with a deathless b iired fiercer in the gloom of night • 

O iward came resistless Rakshas, laid Sugnva’s forces low, 

Crushed the broken ranks of Vanars, drank the red blood of the foe, 

rnv»tv fought the snltered Vanars facing still the tide of wir, 
btruggling with the charging tusker ind the steed and battle cxr, 

Till at hst the gallant L*ikshmxn nnd the godlike Rama came, 

Ai d they snept the hosts of Rxvaa like a sweepin, forest flame, 

And the r si afis 1 ke hissing serpents on the hll’nnff Foemen fell, 

^ :ec grew the sable midrngbt with the d>ing shriek andjell ' 
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no 


Dust arose liVa clouds of summer from etch thunder sounding car, 
From the hoofs, of chari,ing coursers, from the elephants of v,ar, 

Streams of red blood warm and bubbling issued from (be countless slain, 
J iuuded battle's dark arena like the floods of summer rain, 

Bound of trurnpet and of bugle, drum and born and eebning shell, 

'tiid the neigh of charging coursers and (lie tuskers' dying wail. 

And the yell of wounded Rakshas and the Vamrs’ fierce delight, 

€ took the earth and sounding welkin, waked the edioes of the night I 

h X bright arrows Hama thundered from bis weapon dirk and dread, 
iron toothC J Dajra danslitra and Ins fainting comrades fled, 

Dnintless still the serried Rakshas, wave on wave succeeding came, 
Vetished under Kama’s arrows as the moths upon the flame < 

Indrijit the snii of Ravan, f anka’s glory and her p^Id^ 

Alatchless in his tnagic weapons came and turned battle’s tide, 

'\ hat though Angad in Ins fury had his steeds md driver shjed, 
Indrajit hid in the midnight biltled from its frienoly shade 

bbrouded in n cloud of darkness still he poured bis dirts like rim. 

On young Rakshman and on Rama and on countless Vanirs slam, 

Matchless in his migic weapons, then he hurled h's Nigt dart 
Serpent noose upon Ins foenien draining life blood from tiicir heart I 

Viinly then tlie royil hrotbers fought (he cloud enshrouded foe. 

Vainly sought the unseen warrior dealing unresisted blow, 

I isteni'd hy a noose of y^gt forced by hidden foe to yield, 

Kama and the powtrless Lakshman fell and faiiiled on the field I 
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jTp eminent for lhc>r prowesi, vorious Vanars and Kaksbas took ihetr 
tank 

Tnc irar cn(!ei} wiift the fill cf Rnan and Ins funerals ITie 
j''ifiions trantlatid in tins Rook, fonn the «hole or porlioni fl 
‘'rctiniis slu , siiiii, l»», Isn, lain and Issm , an abstract ft 
''-cnoi's Ixxi to X 1 . and |)<>riioiis of Sections aciii , xcsi • ci , di , 
Cl I., C1X , cs , and czi 1 vf Rook si. of the onj;inal text. 
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Dust arose liVe clouds of summer from *ncli thunder sounuinp car, 
From the hoofs of char^ini’ coursers, from the elephants of Hsr, 

S'reams of red blood warm and bubbling issued from the countless slam, 
riuuded b'Wtlc’s dark arena tike the floods of cummer ram, 

Sound of trumpet and of bugle, drum and horn and echoing shell, 

And the n^igh of charging coursers and the tuskers dying wait, 

And the yell of wounded Rnkshas and the Vamre' fierce delight, 

S look the earth and sounding welkin, naked the echoes of the ni^^ht 1 

Sue bright arrows Rama thundered from his weapon dirk and dread, 
Icon toothed Baja danshtra and Uis famtmg comrades ded, 

T)iiint]ess still the serried RaVshas, wave on wave succeeding came, 
Perished under Rama’s arrowy as the moths upurr the flame ' 

I idfijit the son of Ravan Irinka's glory and lier pride, 

Matchless in his magic weapons came and turned battles tide, 

\\ hat though Angad in Ins fury had bis steeds ind driver sliced 
Indrajit hid in the midnight battled from its frienoly shade 

fchrouded in i cloud of darkness still he poured his duts like nin, 

On young I^aksbman and on Rama and on countless Vamrs slit i, 

Matchless in his migic weapons, then he hurled his A'j^i dart. 
Serpent noose upon liis foeiiien draining life blood from tlicir heart I 

V’linly then the royil hrolhers fought the cloud enslirouded foe, 

\ anil) sought the unseen warrior dealin^ unresisted blow, 

I istened hy a noose of / forced hy hidden foe to yield, 
iv-iiiu and the puiYt.r]ess Laksliman fell and fainted on the field I 
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Sitft s Lament 


Indnvl ere dawned the momm'* entered in his fither’» Inll, 
Spikeofmidnislii sdarksomecontcst, Rama »deathaiidL.'ikshTn3n’afa1I| 

And the proud and peerle<s Ravin clasped his bnv e ind callant <on, 
Praised him for his skill and v dour and his deed of I'lor) done, 

And with dirk and cruel purpose bide Ins henchmen yoke his caf, 
Bade them tike the sorrowing Sita to the gory fi-ld of war ' 

Soon thej hirnessed royal coursers md thet took the weeping wife, 

\\ here her Rami, pierced and bleeding, seemed bereft of sense and life, 

Brother lay beside his brother with their 'hitlered mail and how, 
Arrows thick and dark with ted blood spake the cnnques' of ibe Foe, 

Anguish woke in Sin’s bosom md a dimne«s filled her eve, 

Ana a widow’s iiaincUss sorrow iiurst 10 widow’s niooriiful cry 

‘ Rum lord md km;; md husband ' didst thou crncis ihe billnwt sei, 
liiOsi iliou challenae deiih and danger, court thj file to rescue me, 

I) d't thou liiitl 1 fittine venceance on the cruel Rikshi force. 

Till the hand Of iiidJiii focman checked thy al' resistless course ^ 

1 reathes upon the eirih no warrior who could fice tl ce m fhebc'M, 
\\ no could live to boast his triumph o’er ihy world subduing rmsht, 

I>ut the will of I ai" n chmsele«s Death mishtv m l"S swiy — 

1 tciless Rama fitibful I akshman, sleep the sleep that knows no day 

1 Ml I weep not for mv Rim i or for L-ikvhman yoimc inl bnve, 
liiey bare done a wait 01 s aaty and have found a wariiot’s grave. 



TIfL RAM n AM 


r^r 

And I HCf'p nnt for my sorro vs,— sorrow rmAed me from r7ij Jiirth,— 
Cuikl of Lacil) 1 b'.ek tii sufTcrm^ bosom of my muiher Ljtth t 

l5ut I grieie for deir Ktusalya, sonless mother, Kidnned queen, 

How stsc reckons days atid seasons n licr att^uislt ever [,recti, 

How she wTtts easer longtn^ till her Kami » esitJe oVr, 

He ^^ould souihe tier hfeloo^ sorrow, bless her a^ed eyes once more, 

biti’s love 1 Ajodhya's monarch ’ Queen Kausilj Vs dearest born • 
Kama soul of truth and virtue sleeps th« sleep ihil knows no morn I ” 

Sorely wept the sorrowing Sita in her iccenls soft arid low, 

And the silent stars of midnight ivept lo witness Sita's woe, 

But frijata her companion —though a Uaksha woman she,— 

1*1.11 her soul subdued by sadness, spake to Sita tenderly 

“ eep not, sad and sainllt Siia, shed not widow’s tears in vain, 

Fur (by lord is sorely wounded, but shall live to tight again, 

Kama and the gallant Lakshman, famtna, nm bereft of hfe, 
iiiey s''a1I live to hght and conquer, — thou shah bea happy wife 

At nk the Vanars’ marshalled forces, listen to their warlike cries, 

'lis not thus the soldiers gather when a chief and hero dies, 

’his not thus round lifel-ss leader muster warriors true and hrave, 
lor when fall the dying helmsman, sinks the vessel in the wage' 

JIark the rmc of hopeful Vanars, how they wa’ch o’er Kama's face. 
How they guard the younger LaksUinaa beaming yet with living grace, 

Trujt me sad and sorrowing Sita. marksof death these eyescin trace, 

S ladc of dtaih’s d-cay uvg fingers sweeps not o'er thy Ratru s face f 

Listen more, my cetii'e Sua, though a capiue in our keep, 

For thy woes and for iby anoUisb see a Kaksha woman wep, 

'’iViou^ Vnj Tiama arni'ii in "Inttle is our unrele'ins 1oe, 

Fur a true and stainless iramor sse a Raksha filled with woe I 





UJ tries i-a\$ Of AsOENt i*;e!i 

!• unlln" nn tJ e Feld of hatile, blood ensanauired «n tl»*tr fic?( 
Tn-j sluU leave lo n^ji l and conquer, woriti) of the r gallant raeSj 

r vld not nsid are ilisir features datkoes- dwells not on their bro*j 
ecp not thus, my gentle 3'ia, — hasten we to Lanka now ” 

And Trijita sniVe no falsehood, hr me rineed Girvida's skiH, 
Kama and itie valiant LaVsiinan hred (u Fshi their fuemen aiiU i 


lit 

Ravao s Pitst SatUe^Tke JaveIia<Stroice • 

‘Gainst the Ood-assisied Rama. Ravans efforts all were ram, 

1 caguered LaiiVt rainly sutggled m he' adamantine cha n, 

^^r3^h^ul RaVshvs with th'ir fortes rv’n’y ssued t*'r5Uih *1 e rat?, 
Chiefs and seftivo ranks uf warn -t met t'l- aiire levis I'SS fo'e ' 

l)»Tk ered cl ef I) nirtraksSi sallied wi h the fercc li'indci s sheclc, 
Haiiuinan of prciltss (ru(r.s» sl»y,.d In n «iih a rc.’ mg r^ck, 

Irrvn tnoil i 1 \ajn danshtra das*i«d iStoiigh cniir''“'> Vmrs Oi n, 
Uui the >ours ard gahani Angad laid him lifeless o i the l lam, 

Aksmp-in tirshiVen wafnor tssred ml of I.ankVs wall, 

Jlnuman was true and watchful, speedy w \s the Raksha’s fall, 

T hen the mjhty arr*ed Prihasta. s'rore to break the hns’ile h’lfi 
Hut the gallant N* la felted him as the woodi^an fells the pine * 

Rrivest chiefs and couni’ess soldiers sallied forth to fare the f^hi, 
llfuke nut Kama's iron circle, 'scaped not Rama’s nond to»s nn^ht, 

Ravan could no lon;tr tarry for his rmrht est chiefs were s’a n, 

1 ttemost IcaJctJ, dtatcsi k asmen, Ijmc ca iLe gcry p'j‘ 1 1 



THE RAitAYA*i‘\ 


M3 


“ 1j sCol’n nf foes Unwofthy spared them from mj firming ire, 

Lu' [he blood of slau^htLred kiiisnieiiclaimi from niea veii^LaMce dire,” 

biieakin:; thus the wnthful Rivm mounted on his ihundenn" car, 
f'iame resplendent nas the chariot drawn hj nnichJcss steeds of war / 

Real of drum and voice of sdfikJia niid the RaVshi's battle cry, 

Song and triumph, chanted ma/i/nt, smote (lie echoing vault of sk}, 

And the troops like cloudy masses with their e>es of lightning fire 
Girt their monarch, as bis legions girdle hvDii\ in his ire I 

Rolled the car with peal of thunder throwsh the city's lofty gate, 

And each fierce and fiery Rakshachargedi ithrarnorsdeaibless hate^ 

And the vigour of the onset cleft the stunned and ^ciUered foe, 

As a strong bark cleaves the billons riding on the ocean's browi 

Ilrave Sugrivn Kins of Vmsrs met the foemsn fieice nnd strong, 

And a rock with mighty elTort on the startled Itaian flung, 

Vtil the toil, disdainful R-ivan dashed tslde the flyioe tock, 

Ucive SuaTun pierced by nnows fainitd neath tlvn funous shock 

Next Susein clnef and elder, Nila and Gtvakshi hold, 

Hurled ihctti on the path of Kavan «petding in his far of gold, 

Vainly heaved the rock and missile, vainly did wiih trees t«siiI, 
Omiard sped the conquering Rivan, pierced the fTiining Vanars fell, 

Hanunim the son of Mxput nest igiinst the Rikshi cime, 

1 icrce and sfoiig as sioriny Msklt, nvrrior of uiifivalied fiine. 

Put the Pvikshi's mighty onset cods not inorisU might sustain, 
HTiiuman in red blood weliVintj rolled upon the gory plain 

Oiiivsrd rolled the cir of Rivan, where the druiiiless Nila stood, 

Armed vnili rock and tree and musile, tlitrstingfor the Nakslia’s blood. 
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\ ninlv fo » the vahutt \ H, pierced bA Rivan’s poin**d cirt, 

O I the "Pf' fie battle i>outLd the reu blooa of Ins heart 

Onward thrnosh the <cn ter^d forces R-ieait s conquering chariot ctn «, 
here in pride & id oauiUle»$ xalour I^kshman stood of warlike fame, 

Calti and proud the <*al int Lab hman marled the all Tesistle«s fo", 
Lo’dlv cinllenged Lanla » rnoiiaich a» he held aiof’ ]»s bon 

\\ elcoTie m.htj Lord of Laola ’ wase with m“ an "qiial s»rif", 

U i-refore nt*h ihj tojal prowess ssck the humble \ anar»' life 

‘ Hath tht fate so answered Rat~*r>, * brcuqhtthee to thydeadly/o^i 
Welcome, aahant son of Ra’hu RaTan longs to b> thee low I' 

Th“n thev clo«ed in dubious battle l^nla » Lord hi» weapon bent, 
b-'ten bright arrow*, ke n and wtistUn^ on uie ^tillAnt Lakshn an sent, 

\ a n the to 1, far watchful Lakshraan s'out of heart ard true of aim, 

M 1 h his darts like shoo mg simoeaios cieli each arrow as it came. 

Bleedini; from th“ darts of I akshman pale with anq^r, wounded sore, 
Kav an drew at last his gift ot Oods m daj s of j ore, 

Taveline of flaimnq splendour deadly like the shaft of Fate, 

Ravan hurled on da_iitl“ss Lakshman in hi» fierce and furious ha*e 

k -in were Laksnman’s human weapons aimed wuh skill directed well, 
ri“rced bv Sii'i, gallant Laksbuan m liis red blood fain mg fell, 

\\ ratnfol Rinn *aw the comhat and arme m c'ldhke mi‘’ht, 

Jjleediog Kaiao turned to Lanka, soj^l l his 'aL.} to his flisht* 
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3V 

Fall of Kiimbha'karna 

0 ice more hfiled ind sirnn^and^ilwnt L^k‘;hm3^^ in hisirm^ arose, 
Safe behind the gates of Ltnka liumlited Kavnii shbnned bis foes, 

'Idl tVjL snlwiTt Kiimlibn Vatm from bis nonled slumbers woke, 
Mighdest be of all tlic Kakshas , — Rivaii Ihus unto bun spoke ; 

“ Thou alone, O Kumbha karni, can the Raksho's honour save, 
Strongest of die Raksha warriors, stoutest hearted midst Che brave, 

Sneed th“e lil e the Dreid Destrnjer to the dark and dubious fnv. 
Cleave llirout'li Rama’s girdling forces, cliase ilic scattered foe awayl” 

1 ike a moiintiiii's heeding turret Kuml hi kirni stout nnd tall, 

Passed the city’s lofty portals and the city s ^irdbng wall, 

And he riised Ins voire in battle, sent his cry from shore to shore, 

S jlid iiiQutitauis shook and cri.iiibled and the sea returned the roar I 

I*<DRA nor the great VvBUva equalled Kumbhi karna s nught, 

Vanars tretublcd at the warrior, sought their s ifety tn iheir flight, 

R It the prince of fair Kislikindhi, Angid chief of warlike fame, 
^larked hia panic stricken forces with * princely natnoi’s shame. 

Whither flv ye trembling Vanars?' thus the mcry chieftain cned, 

“ All forgcitul of your duty, of your worth and warlike pnde, 

Prem not stalwart Kumbha karna is oiir match n op"n fight, 
Jocnard let Ui r eet in balUe, let us crush lus giant luigiu ' ” 

Rallied thus, the broken -irinj stone md tree and massive rock, 
Hurled 051UU the giant Raksfia speeding with the liglniins’s shock, 
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■\ un each ^\«ns rocV and missile, Tam each stout and <fnrdy s’roie, 
On the RaVsha's limbs of moq stone and tfce in splinters bro^e 

Pasbing throueh the «cattfrcd fn/cfs Knmhha-Varna fearless s’ood, 
.\s a forest conEa^ration feasts upon the {.atcheJ stood, 

Far as confines of the ocean, to the cacstrray they had made, 

V o the rroods or carts or billows, > attars it> (heir terror d / 

Haoumao of daQnl}-»s taloor »urn*d not in Ins f»ar nor £ed, 

Cleared a ruclt mth nualttj effoit on the Rab^ba’s torrenng head; 

^\ iih his rpear h-ad konbha kaina da«hed ihe flvinc rock aside, 

} ) tbe Raksha's weapon stiicken rianuman tell id bis piide 

N-'xt Kishabba and b'are 7*ila and ihe bold Snrabba came, 
tjaraksba and Gandha madan, clnefiams of a deathless fame, 

l>jt tbe spear of Xunbba Varna buried to earib b>$ feeble foes, 
Preadful was the field of carnage, loud the cry of battle rose ' 

An^ad pnnee of fair Kishkindha, filled w>th anger and with rinme, 
lore a rock with wraciiful prowess, to the fatal cuO'bat came, 

Short the combat, soon the Raksha caught and torn*d his f e nroimd, 
Hulled him in his deatbfol fuiy, bleedtnw, senseless on the "rouml ! 

1 ist Siistrira king of \ mars wiiS a Tenseful anf«r woke, 

1 ute a rock frem bed of manntara and m proud defiance spoke, 

Vain Sygrira’s to 1 and siro<’’’le Rumbha karnn hurled a rock, 

Fell So grira crusbed and s“ns* ess imalh tne missile's ntghiy shock I 

Piercm^ through, the ^ axKtr tnrcRs ftime thrnn'V fo e,»i wood,. 

Came the Riksba where m glory l,akshinan calm and fearless stood, 

lort their cotresT, — Kut^hhaknma so“^ht a sreiter mi'bt T fie, 

To ihe young and dauntless J^ahabrunstiake in accents soft and low; 

■ Dauntless prince art* matchless wamor, fair Sunnira's gallant 'ou. 
Thou hast i toted euntalkd jrawe's and cuendKig glory won. 



TWr PAn\% vVi 


147 


J^til J <eel. a michtier fopnnn, to tliy elder let ms go, 
i would figlu the rojal Raaia, or todte or slaj my foe [’ 

' Vicli^r proud / satd gallant JL ththmnn, "peerless in l/i) gmnt 
Cotijiieror 0/ gre it t nniarhlSt L<tisiat tn a cm tky skill m fight, 

}ihghiier f>e Ih in hnrht J nniatlils than shall m'et tn Jihl rear. 
Death for th‘e in guise 0/ /hwA tarrf s jattder. Ml afar / 

In 11 fired «nh KumWln Iciroa rhen be strove with Rami’s might. 
Men On feirth nor Ouds inimotlal cont^ucred Rima m the 

DeidJ) uYToxts Veen ind froin the hero’s weapon broke, 

Kumbhi katna faint and bleeding felt Ins death at every stroke, 

I isi an irrow pierced his armour, from his shoulders smote his head, 
K.iiiiibfia Ivirna, hfeiess, heidless, rolled upon the goiy bed, 

Hurled unto the heaving ocem Kumbha Varna’s body fell, 

And as shaken by a tempest, mighty was (Ire ocean’s suelt 2 


V 

lodrajit’s Sacrifice and Second BaUle 

nrourtd heleagiiered I mki c'rdled Rmin’s living chain, 

Ka<sha chieftain after cbicfum strove to break the hue in %ain, 

Sons of Rnan,— -brive J^irantifc wis by vahant Angad sla n, 
’insiras and fierce Dcitntak, Hauumiti slew on lue plain, 

Aliki\i, tail of stature, was by gillant I ikshmin killed, 

Ravan rept for slaug!iXe*'ed princes, brate m wir in weapons skilled. 

Shed no tears of sor*-/iw, f-ther^* Indrajit exclaimed in piide, 

‘ While lliy eldest son sorvueth triumph dwells on Rivan’s side, 

KMiaa and that stiipUn" \ iksbrn-TO I bad left them tn tbew 
'Oocc^asaiii I seek tlicir lifcblooik-*-lhey shall hi-e to fight no rooic 
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Heir ni\ sow O 1 ord of RilvAlns 1 ere descends s in ndnnt sun 
Kim i a di)s and aailani 1 tWshinin » o«i this wide eirtli shall he done, 

irness Indus ind Vis s^sv st A jshnu g'^eat ind RlDrs dire, 
iiness Son sad Moon and 3 id* }3», md ihe linng (jod of Tire ’ ’ 

Opened n de tho cites of Linlti , tn the spicions field of »nr, 
li linj t irran^ed his arm) foot and horse and bitile car, 

J,hen n f!i g fij and sacred tiiinlrat henf before the Grxf f>{ Tire, 

^nd iiuuked celestial succour in the haulc dread and dire 

W (til hi® off rincs and his ,arland>, Inddift n«h spices rare, 

\\ ( r»hi 5 ped hol> Vaiswa nsrs on the altar bright and fair, 

rh[ ear aiio tnace ssere rinsed in order, dart and henr and ahnamg bhdCf 
bscred fuel, blood red gannents, fragrant flowers were duly laid, 

liead of oat as hfaefe as midn ght offered then the snrrior hraie, 

And the shoutins tongue of red &ie omens of a conquest gase, 

< irlins to the njht and smokeless red ant! hriaht as molten gold, 

1 oii^ue of fl line received the offetui^ of the hero true and hold ! 

\ ictnrs the Sian ( elokeos * Bow and dart and stiunn'^ hhde, 
binaiticd h) lull) mantras, b> the Fire the warrior laid, 

I lien w nil neipn is consecrated, hid m mists as once before, 

Iiidra] t o I helpless f leincn did his fatal arrows pour < 

I led the coimiiess Vanat forces, panic stricken crushed and sliiti, 

And the dead and djiog waniots strewed iht. oOry battle plain, 

ihen nn kalna and on Lakshmnn from h s daik and misty shroai?, 
•Indrajit discharged liis trrows bright as sunbeams lhroiij,h a cloud 

’'oann n a tarth and hriniit sky vainly for hi> dark and hidden foe, 

1 ima to Ills bfotlier I ikshoun spake in kricf and Spake m ivoe , 

‘ O 'ce icmt tint «ily Rakshi sha n" lH oor Vftiiar train, 
f rom ms da L and slnduw) shelter doth on us his atiows rain, 
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ihe jricc of ^reat Sv. \\ xaibiiv, Indnjit is lost to sicfit 
U'>e}es5. IS oiir )iunnn weapoii ’gainst his gift of n’agtc might, 

If S\vo\ wdh n, LaksVinnn, vie shill fice these fitil dirts, 

Uf sUill sniid viiith diuiuluss }>atiwice, we shall die wuh daiinil*"? 
hearts I ” 

'Veipoole's hut cnhn md vilimi, from the foemin’s dirt and sp^il 
Patiently the princes suffered, fearlessly the heroes fell ' 


VI 

ffldrajits Third Battle and Pali 

Veiling herbs from distmi mountains Hiniimin in sifety brought, 
Hama rose and gallanc Lakshman, once ag-it i iheir foetnen sought, 

And when meht its sahle mmtle o’er the eirth and oeein drew, 
horcing through the gates of Lanka to the frightened city flew ’ 

^»illint sons nf Itufuhhi kirm viioljr fought to stem the tide, 
HiUMinan and brave Sugnva slew the brothers in their pride, 

Mikinkshi, shirk e^ed *irtior, viinly sttM^gled with the foe, 

Rima laid him pierced iml lifeless by an arrow ftom hts bow, 

Indrij t trose in anger for his gallant kinsmen slaved, 

III his arts and deep deuces Sita's liLauteous image made, 

\nd he plieed the form of beiuly on Ins speeding battle cir, 

1\ ith his sword he smote the imaoC In the gory field of war I 

Rimi heird the fual messigc which his fmhful Vamrs cave. 

And the deathlike trance and tremor fell upon the warrior brave, 

Hi'* Itibhishin deeo in wisdom to the anguished Himi came, 

With his words of coiiscilauoa spake cf Rama’s iij,hieou3 dames 
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•' Ttaiit me. 'Ramt Uust the cnmmde, — Cor T know our wilj house,— 
Indrajit sb)s not llie woman who-n bis ftther seeks as spouse, 

’Tis for Siia. imoious Rwan meets thee on the battle field, 

Stakes his life and throne and empire, but thy Sita will not yield, 

D^em not that the king of Rakshas will permit her Wood be sited, 
Indrapt slays not the woman whom bis father seeks to wed ’ 

’Twas an image of thj Sita, Indraj t hath cleft in twain, 

^V^ll!e our army wails and sorrows,— be performs bis rites again, 

To the holy NikumbhiU, Indrayit in secret hie*, 

For the rites which >ietd him prowess, bide him in the cloudy skies. 

1 “t jouns Lakslitnan «eek ihe foeman ere his magic rites be done,— 

0 ice the sacrifice completed, none can combat Ravan’s son,— 

1 young Lakshman sp^ed through T^anka till his wily foe is found, 
b a) the secret sacnficer on the sacrificial ground I 

Unto hoi) Nikumlihila, Lakshman with Bihhtshan went, 

Bravest, choicest of the army, Rama with Ins brother sent, 

"Magic rites and sacrifices Indrajit bad scarce heoiin, 

M iicti surprised by arm^J foemen rose in aii,;er Ravan’s son ’ 

“ \rt thou he,” thus to Bihliishan, Indrijtt in anger spake, 

‘ Rroiher of my royal father, stealing thus my life to take 

Raksha, born of Riksha parents, dost thou glory in this deed, 

Traitor to thy king and kinsmen, false to us in direst need ^ 

S"Otw boswa v» sr*-e tliee leave thy km^ 

Serving as a slave of foemen, stooping to a deed of sin, 

> ir the stave who leaves his kindred basely seeks the fnemarv’> grace. 
Meets destruction from the foeman afttr he destroys his race 1 " 

“ Untaught child of impure passions * thus Bihhishan answer made, 
“ Of lay iighteous worth unconscious liiUei accents hast thou said. 
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Know, proud youtli, tinl Truth and Virtue in my lieart precedence take, 
And we shun the impious kinsman as tre shun the pois’iious snake 1 

/ ntiH )outk ! this earth no hneer i»nrf thy fUktr's ttn and strife. 
Plunder aj th‘ righteous nttghhour, p tsttan for th’ neighbouf^s lUitJe, 

JCnrth nnd sbtes h we doomed fk\ f liher for kis sit polluted reign, 

U \io Gods hts fraud defi mre and its mrongs to sons of men } 

Listen more} this fated L-inks groans f^nenth her had of crime. 

And shall per ish i« her folly by the ruthless k tiid of Time, 

Thou shall ptnsk aud thy father and this proud presumptuous state, 

" Laishman meets thee, tmpiaas P tktha, by the stern decree of fate /* 

“ Wist tliou lor forgot the kssott, " Indfijit to Likshinan said, 

"Twice in tieldof war unconscious thee witli Rama have I laid, 

Dost thoti stealing like a serpent l>ra«e my yet unconquered mighl, 
I’erith, boy, in tfi) presumption, m tins last and fatal li^lit T’ 

Snake the hero “ I ike a coward hid beneath a mantling cloud, 

1 htiii hast bitiled like a caitiff sale behind thy stieltering shroud, 

Vow I acek an open combat time is none to prate or speak, 

1 oastful ««<d IB envrard’s weapon, weapons and thy arrows seek I” 

Soon they mixed m duhious combat, fury fired each foeman’s heart, 

1 idler warrior felt his rnal worihy of Ins bow and dart, 

I ikshnian with his hurtling arrows pierced the Raksha’s golden mail, 
bhauered by the Riksha's weapons Lakshman’s useless armour fell, 

IlM with gore and dun in eyesight st II the chiefs in fury fought, 
Ntirher quailed before his fueman, pause not grace nor mercy sought, 

I lU renh mote thin humin oialouT I akshman drew his how ama 
Slajed the Kakslus steeds and driver, severed too his bow la 
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‘ If iJiec^eat md cndhVe Rami is in fiuh nnd du*}" Inie, 

(.ods assist the cause of viiiue'’ — Lakslinian uttered as lie dreir. 

Fit'll was the dart unerrm? — Gods assist the true “iiid liold,— 

On tiie field of NiVumbhila, Lakshman's foeiimi iieadlcss rohedi 


VII 


RftTan 8 Lament 


‘ Quenched the hchi of Rikshis’ Tilour 'so the messice-heirer sud, 
Lakshman wiih (he deep LibhisUan hith (h) son in battle sli)ed. 

Fallen is our prince and hero and his dis on eitth is done, 

In a brighter world, O monarch, lues (hj braxe il>y gallant son ’ ” 

Anguish filled the fither’s bosom md his (leetmc senses filled 
Ttjl to deeper sorrow wakened Lmkns monarch wept nnd willed : 

• Greatest of m> gilhni mrrior*, deirest to th} fither’s heart, 

Victor oser linght Immortals, — in thou shin by Lakshmin’s dirt, 

Nohte prince whose peerless arrows could the peaks of Mindir stun, 
And could daunt (he Dread Destroxcr,— art thou bx a mortal slam? 

Put thy valour lends a radiance to el}s««m’-. sunny dime. 

And thy bright name adds a lustre to the glorious rolls of time, 

1 1 the skies the hri'iit Immortals hsp Ihv name with terror pale. 

On the earth our maids and matrons mourn tli) fall with piercing wail 

Hark' the xoice of Lmentation waking m the palace hall*. 

I ike the voice of woe m forests when the forest monarch fills. 

Hark I the wailmg widowed pnnces, mother weeping for her *on 
Leaving them m teats and anguish, Indrajit, where art thou gone 

Full of years, — so oft I pondered, — when the mon-rch Raxan dicS, 
Judrajit shall watch his bedside, Indnpt shall close his eyes, 



Tlir RAMWAYA j-j 

1 mm k's’Cw^a'n ™rollMf»'].'"’ir'ir ''raH'ro! .him?, 

row a.id rolli„g eitbalU issued spa,],, o, iivinq flant r 

Ind'aj? bu •'c'lef,*!;''"'"'''' "><■ m^rarob, “ sbe-wuir S.la d.es to dav, 

J t DU. Cleft her mage. Raea„ „,|, ,be woman slay ' ’ 

Jtasa^sha'ltmsm' hT’’''"' robe' and garments tent, 

snaning ,n h.s passion to ^s,)ln's garden went, 

Sotight"ht jLdealtT"' ”'tb bis drawn and Darning sword, 

gni me shades wliere soft eyed Site silent sorrowed for her lord 

Bu™s"m„“?nd'l’anh"M ' 

‘rueand faithful courtiers Ravan’s wraihfol hand restrained, 
r.un !'lLm oll^lhe^r^th'’ "'e ^nrrowme dame, 

lem on the path of RivantowHhstand a deed ofshame. 

Ifi'ThJ batlir’’ "’‘=>*(y warriors riKe ’heir hind. 

, pike the courtiers, “ dut) luds thee u«e ihj lirand, 

Wo7nan’Tf.f‘^‘^!^ n«t thus a mi.fTs file, 

nans blood pollutes our lalour, doses heivcn’seiernal gitel 

l7nirr,.'l7^ ’'"'’’f'’ '""'••’t ’'Jwn »hy bifile cir. 

uitl.ful to our king and leader tre tr.ll wake the voice of war, 

(^l7ry wauet?tr‘'' ‘''’J' ihe.lirfcind win ne moon, 
y a'leth thee in battle and thy lengeince cometh soon, 

S-lras vmiV" *'’> ’’'y Pnde, 

as victor of the coiiibit widotied Sin is thy bride 

histtnil. retimr 

«,eAnce on his son $ dt.i,tro)er dee,> within Ins boso ■> reign 
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Ravan s Second Battle and Vengeance 

Voice of woe and lamentation and the cry of wnmm's wad, 

Issuing from tiie homes of Lanka did the nionaich’s ears a»satl, 

And a rmchtt thought of eenceancc waked within the monin-h's heart, 
And he licaNcd a sigh of anguish as hegiasped his bow and dait 

' Arm each chief and galhnt Raksha ' be our «acred duty done, 

Ratan seeksa fitting sengeance for his brace and noble son, ' 

Mahodar and Viriipiksha, Mahipar»hwa wirnor till, 

Arir ' this fated day will witness l^kshman’s or your monarcl 's fall 1 

r ill to mind each slmahtered hero,— Khara, Dushan, slain in fi,ht, 
Kumbha karna giant warrior, Indrajit of magic might, 

Earth nor sky ihill hide my foenien nor the ocean’^ heaving swell, 
Scattered ranks of Rama s forces srull m> speedy vengeance tell, 

Be the red-earth strewn and covered with our countless foemen slam. 
Hungry nolvee and Mood bvaked vultures feed upon the ghastly p'ain, 

F( r his great and gallant brother, for his btave and beiuteous «on, 
Ravan seeks a fitting vengeance, Rakshas be your duty done P 

House to house, in Kmka'scilj Ravan's roval best was heard, 

Street and lane poured forth their wamot’s by a mighty passion stirred, 

11 ith rhei' jirel o and »ahre mace and c’ob and are and { ike, 
S-irigA»i and quoit and di*cus quick to strike 

And ihev formed the line nf ta<Vers and the line rf I itile car, 

Mule and camel fit for burden and the Gery steed of war, 

Srrned ranks cf arme 1 soldiers shook the earth }>eneaih their tread, 
llors-ci-n that on win^s of lighlutng o'er the field cf battle spread. 
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lo"u5 of "'0 '‘y. 

u ,ouo mrtiania and tlic people’s maddening cry, 

I>-Slined by h'ls'fSnine' bL'™°' Infly chariot passed, 

y nis lorlune, Jtivan ne’er again those portals crost I 

Pnl'gJ ™oS‘thLn bod''"”'*'^ ’"“f ’ *“‘’‘*0" fc". 

^ voices and the earth confessed a spell, 

''nItJtM ^loo'lily™ ’“tiled coorsers turned to flv, 

snnop-d upon the banner, jackal, yelled ihe.r doleful etj. 

And thc°0Man'^l,i!.’‘J" '"“""vA o’er the rale and took, 

ed in billows, nations fdt ihe earthquake's ihocki 

''2ikVjeaderl'!ff 'fs'"’ 

ders of the Rakshas perished nealb the foeman’s tn ght, 

CmsheSlV Anea^'M'*,''” T' 

y ^ngad, Maliaparsliwa slumbered Jifclcs* on the plain, 

''orrmSs f"°bViI’e.'!l,"i.°''‘'' ‘”'P' “o'" “f 

eaih his prowess, fled before his mighty car, 

R’van'malked'ihe' ralk“1’t V'"5'»"M deep an.f dire, 

0 the gallant Lalsliman flaming Jikt a crimson fire • 

^ ‘'tVibhish^M*** summer Ravan’s wins^d coor.ers flew, 

an in his prowess soon iJie gallant chargers slew, 

And h"f fau!' '"P'd upon tliesround, 

“lie and traitor brother by Ins dearest foeman found ' 

A'™he“h?,?.'’n"i.'""'‘'‘' Udihiihan battling by the foeman’s side 
uriea his pond rous weapon for to slay him in his pride, 

It in Its o'lmar*!'* m'Shly jii’lm as it winged its whizzing flight, 

passage saved Bibhishan by his might] 

f"' vengeful wrath, 

o dauntless Lakshman daring thus to cress his path : 







156 EPICS \M> L%\S OF ANCIENT INDI\ 

Welcome, Likshman ' thee I bit'le for thy deed of darkness doncj 
Fice the anger of t father, cruel slayer of the son, 

By thv skill and tiy thy valour, false Bihhishart thoti hast saved. 

Sue thyself! Deep in this bosom is a cruel grief engraied ' ’ 

Father s jnef and sad remenahrance urged thelightnms wiiiEcd dart, 
rtavan s Sai/i fell rcsistle's on the senseless Lakshman’s heart, 

\\ rathfiil Rama saw the comhat and arose m godlike might, 
earless, sleedless bounded Ravan sought hi> safety in his flight 


IX 


Rama’s Lament 


'• Art thou fallen ” sorroned Rama “ treara of tl is endless strife, 

I akshman if thy days are ended Rama recks not for his life, 

Gan*" IS Rama's wonted valour weapons lease his nerseless hand 
Drr p Ills how and shining arrows, useless hangs his sheallie i brand ! 

Artthnii fallen aalhnt Lakshitian dealh and faihtness on me creep, 
^^eary of this fatal contest let me by my brother sleep, 

Weary of the strife and triumph, since ma faithful friend is gone, 
Rama follows in his footsteps and his task on earth is done ! 

1 hou hast from the far taodhaa followed me in deepest wood. 

In the thickest of the battle thou hast by thy elder sloe d, 

Love of woman love of comrade, trite is love of k th and kind, 

1 uve like thine, true hearted brother, not on earth we often find 1 

W lien Snmilra setks thee I akshman ever weep ng for tin sake, 

W ticii she a>ks me of her hero, uhat reply shall Rama make, 



THE 

'imUr.t'* S'hr’lr' "'"""'■ ■'’''= -nco-scons I.e 

■ ue, and 1 , millet nan line, ope once more 10) .lcepii,„ e) e ■ 

nriiuoan^^’ consolalion lent, 

laouinai. (to,,, diimn „.oi„na,„s l,e,l„ of healinj .nine tenl, 

Soneil^b.°iI^“ Rfoia tended, I ilt.liman in his slrenalli arose, 

bj ,|,oi,„l.is of faial .enseanee Rama son.bl llie ll,,„ j („es 


Ccles'ial Anns and Chariot 

Rj°i in ‘^"'i'''/'’ I'tssi'el) III his niohl 

,“> seek fresh sieeds of bailie ele he faced his foeman’s might, 

”anhke’,'!!‘i,'’'’ “"""S I" t nen and glnrinus c-ir, 

ke in ns radiant spieiidoor, Ka.an came once iniite to ear 

Ravan'm’Mni''' "tattal foes, 

111 his »e^3eance, Rami loHy in ins noee, 

i'vto'a' scni hn" I'k' 1 "lale .rood, 

enl Ins aims and chariot nherefhe human i.ariior stood ' 

. ’it-rfJfyf/'Z ''T’/f ■' "fi 

jc/ol t/u. n^hUous A *ma meets An "louultd/oe i/i\vnr, * 

^slrtieW aftdAtt mome„fs Amf nnd/e r, 

Jor right and ttriue,^GoJi astisf the hra.e uaJ true P 
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iS- d Iratile la )ed, <hr>c\ th- ccear, ! dl -id da?- 
iiids tfc'c hu*h d m to ccl-ss terror and ibe lirid «uq •r_s pa’“, 

£ iU ‘b- d hioQS halt?- lut^, until Kama in his ire, 

idded Bk<hi-». 3 Ccall fal aeapan flam rtg with c-I-* lal Ere / 

H eapon «? ich th- Si nt Aca««ya had onto ih- h-ro CTen, 

\\ meed as 1 a?i oing dan of Iidra, fital as iti** b-j of hearen, 

rspp-d in «nioVe aid flirmng Cashes, «p— dm- from ih- c rc'-d bof, 
P ercca th- iron heart of Karan, lain the lifc*-<s hero low, 

And a cry cf pain and terror from th- Jlak«*'3 ranks iro*s, 

And a iliou from joji'»i;\ anars aj they siDci- th ;r G-eing foes J 

Hear-nlv Powers in n n d*scended on the *ed end po*y plain, 

And froai un«e-n ? arps and tinb*-ls lose a soft celc'Ual 't am, 

^nd th- ocean beared in ghdn-« , bn-ht-r <’jon- il»- sunl l *kr, 

Soft and cool tl e g-iul- aepl jrs ihroo-h th- fures' ro jimutcd bj, 

Sireetest «cen* and frajrant odojrs rafrea from cele»t al tree> 

1 e!i ui>on the earlli ai d ocean, rod- upon th- lad-n treez- ' 

I OK* cj il'Sttnx frCt f ir>''ht fty f II or P^x^tfs r-tfrinf $ n,— 

C/air /un ejih (rue isuii n^Ae cue ! me (hy «-*/< fjjA is 


MI 

MaadO^al i Ljunent aod the Pil:t*ra!i 

* Has* lima fa len ” wept in ‘in-ii «b RivaiA f r« “ird elc-'t bride, 
Mancoflan, sin d r rais td Quee i ol Lat kas sia - ard p d , 

‘ Has' ihoa fall-n km- and c^mnit nm - l**in God-, in m 1 ke m 
S 4 I by man, whom I iigl i In n otial> feared to face in ous fijjht ? 

Not a man ihc Hark Heslrnrer ratne lo thee, in rnrmal foTRi.. 

O: lb- licaTen Uarersj g \i*hM, lid's ruler the sioro., 
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r.ri\e Manli drove the chmot drattn by steeds like solar raf, 

U here the true and rii,ble«>us Rama «ought h’s foc in fatal fraVj 

^hirtinq arms and heatenlv weapons be In loftj Rama gate,— 

U hen the righteous ‘tnve and strocsle, Ood» as<i»t the true and brate I 

“ Take this car,” so said Ma*ab, •* winch the helping Gods p'oride, 
Rama, take these steeds celestial. InopA s golden cha'iot ride, 

1 ake tir s ro) il bow and quiver, wear this falchion dread and d ret 
^ is'a \ KvRMvs forged tins armour m the Rimes of heavenly me, 

1 ‘Sail be thy chariot driver and shall speed llie ibund’ring car, 

& a) the sin polluted Ravait m this last and fatal war' 

Kima mounted on the chariot did n* irns of heavenly sheen, 
id he mingled iti a contest mortal eyes have oeier seen I 


XI 

Ravao's Th rd BatUe acd Pall 

and no'taS watched the contest end the heroes of the tvar, 
l\4ijn sjiccding on hs cbaiiot, Kama on the beaicnly car, 

4\rd a fiercer form the warriors in iheir fiery frer'tv wo'e, 

And a deeper weight of hatred on tlieir anguished bosoms bere, 

Clouds of dreid and de'iMol arrows h>d the radiant fare of ski. 
Darker grew the day cf cjnbat, ptreer grew the comes: h^h ' 

I’lerced l«r Ravan's prsmted wapotis li'eeding Rami owned tin pa rt, 
Ran a's arrows keen and |> eicm, sous'it his foeniaii’s li'c in vain, 

lamg the d j'i’ojs Iniile lasted, and wi'S wilder fury fia~*ht, 

U ouiidcd) faint. ard still unyieiJme, b'ind with wraili tiic rivals fotsM, 

Tike and c’ub * ’ " *re and indeni scaped from Ravan’i sencrful ha'd, 
b|cat a,.d artoT . i>_h3 wie’dcd, acd bu bright aad Cam ng brand J 



THE R<MmT» 
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lyn? Ihs dubicu<; balllc lasted, shooV ih- ocean, lull and dal-, 

\\ (lids rtctt liuslitfd m vorcclcss terror and tbe lind *ua was |.3ls, 

E ill the dubious battle lasted, until Rama in his ife, 

\\ lelded IlBAHHi’s Ccathful weapon flaming with ctle'tial fire 1 

U’>*apon which lh<* Siint Attastya had unto the hero c tco, 
inged as lightning dan of fatal as the bait of heaven, 

W rapped in smolte and Aiming flashes, sp-eding from the circ’-d bow, 
efctd the iron heart of Ravan, lam the lifeless hero low, 

Aul a cry of pain and terror fron the Raksha ranks sro*-. 

And a shout from Joying Vanars as they smote their fleeing foes I 

Heavenly flowers m ram descended on the ’ed and gory plain. 

And ftotn un*een harps and timbrels rose a soft celestial strain, 

And the ocean heaved in gladne**, brighter shone the sunlit skv, 
bjfl and cool the gentle tephyrs through the forest muimuied by, 

Sweetest scentand fragrant odours mfiea from celestial trees, 

1 ell upon (he earth and ocean, rode upon the )ad-n LreeZ- ’ 

Vnic'/fj Mesttnz f'Tyfi f'rtcht sk} fell on I? tx^n's tahrnii ton,— 

Cliaiiipim cf tkt true and rtxhleeuS I ucu. lh\ n-'i/e I tsk tt djn- I 


XII 

MaododarlS Catnent and th'^ fttCeral^ 

“ Hast thfrti fallen,” wept in mpMi*!! knan's first ard elce«t hride, 
Mandodan, s'tndcr naisted, Qiittii ol Lai ka s state and pndf, 

*' Has» thou fall“ri king and conv^rr, nin*e thin Gndv m wtI ke might, 
fslam b) man, nborn liii,,bt Jmmorials feared to face in dj£ ous 

Kot a man ’ — the Hark licsiroyer i^me to ihee in mortal form, 

Or the heareii trarersing Vi«H>t,, IsnRs rtler of the storm, 
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Oods of sVj in shape of \ imrs helj^ied the dirlw and cruel deed, 
Girdlnij, tuu id the Discus U leldcr m Uiebittlcs ditcst need I 

\\ ell I kne« — when Khntn Duslnn, were hj Rnnn s promess slam, 
Rama was no cirilii) luurni, he who crossed ihe mam, 

W ell I knew '-when with I is atm) I e invested Lanka s gate, 
lliiTia was no cant ly mortal but the messenger of i-a e, 

\nd I prated —the faithful Sna might tinio her consort go, 

I or iis writ that nations pciish (or 4 righteous wonun s wu**. 

Put for impious lust of woman — all forgetful of ih) wife, 

Ihou hast lust tli) ctuwn and kiiigOom, thou hast lost ih) falcd lifel 

" oe to me 1 the sad remembrance haunts niy totiurcd bosom still, 

<Jf our da)s on fainco kaiDsa or on Mcrusgoiuen hill, 

(,one the davs of jov and gladne«« Maudod-tis dajs are done, 
biiicc her lord and king and husband (torn tier dear embrace is oOnc’’’ 

Sorel) wept the Queen o( 1 anka Rama, tender, tearful, true, 
lUde the funeral rites and honouts to a fallen focinan due, 

And th“) hea[ ed the wood of CA and the fragrant g'lland laid, 
Uii the I )tc tbc) lifted Kavan lii Uiv ilchest robes aii 3 )cd, 

ceping nucen* and sorrowing Raksbas round ilieir fallen leader stood, 
Itrahiraiis with tlitir cl aunteC « antr Xj ikd il c di) and sect led wood, 

O I and cords and sacred offerings were uj on the ahar laid, 
Andago.iiof ink) darkness js a sacri^cc was sla)cd 

Piousl) the <*ood Pit 1 ishaii I gliled Ravan’s funeral p)te, 

And tt e zej h)ts gcntl) blown g (am ed il c biif^ht and b'azing firC, 

^ ow and Sad with dire ibhiiions mourners left tl c funeral s !e, 

Raira then uusitung Ins weapon, laid aside bis arms of ongh . 



BOOK XI 

RAJYA-ABHISHEKA 
(Hamn's Return and Canse^ration) 

T HF real Epic ends with ihe war, and with Rama's happy return 
to \jodhya Sita proves her stainless virtue by an Ordeal of 
I'lre, and re’urns with her lord and wilfi Lakshman in aerial car, 
^hich Ravan had won from the Gods, and which Dihhtshan made 
over to Kama Indian poets are never tired of descriiXions of nature, 
and the poet of the Rarnayana takes advanla:;e of Rama's journey 
from Ceylon to Oudh to give os a buo s eye view of the whole conti 
nent of India, as Well as to raciptiulaic the principal locideuts of his 
great Lpic 

7he gathering of ni«rt at Ajodhya, the greetings to Rama, and 
his consecration hy the Vedic bird Vasis'itha, ate among the most 
pleasing passages in the wnole poem And nnppiness enjoyed hy 
men during the reign of Rama — described m the last few couplets 
of this Look — IS an article of belief and a living, tradition in India 
to this day 

1 ne portions translated m this Boqk form the whole or portions 
of Sectio IS cwui , CSX , exxv , cxxix , and exxx of Look vi of the 
original text 
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■ Ordeal by Fire 

Tnr slie dwell in Riran’s dwelling,— tumoiir clonds a s fine— • 

Righteous Ranus brow was clouded, saintl} Sita spake m sbamtt 

• Wherefore spake ye not. my Rarna, if yout bosom doubts my fa'llb 
3>eiref ilian a dark suspicion to a iroman were her death f 

M herefore, Rami, with yout token came your Tas'al o'er the wate, 

'I o assist a falUn woman and a tainted wife lo sate, 

herefore with your michiy forces crowed the ocean m your pndei 
Kuked your life lu endless combats for a am polluted bride f 

Hi«t thou, Rami, all forgotten ?— Saintly Janak siw my lurih, 

Child of harvest bearing furrow, Sita sprang from Mother Eatlii, 

y\s 1 maiden true and stainless onto thee J gate my hand. 

As a consort fond and faithful roved with thee from land to land ( 

7)oC 1 woman pJetdith rainJy when suspicion clouds her name, 
Ijkshmaii, if ilwu lov'st tby sister, light for me the funeral flmie, 

hen the shidnw of dishonou' dirkens o'er a woman's life, 

Dealt) alone isfnend and refuge of a ttue and tiostfjl wife, 

^ hen a righteous lord ind hnsbind Iprns hit cold arerted eyes, 

3 uittraJ flame dispels scispeton, honour In cs whea woman dies! ” 

W15 isani'l gioomy tisnse Nnif fiis lips were r^rmiy seal'd', 

And his eye beiraycd ii-< weakness, word dpclosed no thought eoncealedr 

‘tilrni hen\ed his h'ar. m mgmsh, sifent drooped his toifured head, 
Liikshnian wilh a tlirobbmg bosom funeral pyre for Sita n ade, 

And Vidcln's Sinless dawcMer ynyetl unto the Gods above, 

On her bid and wedded couson cast btr dying looks cf love ! 



THE 
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*'// lit net and thmi^ht” ike ntUred, *' /itw (rue uiifu my nnm', 
tVelnest of our stns and virtues, may this Fire protect my fan t / 

If a fitsi and /yiit? seandilkrtnzs a faithful -coman shame, 

IVilntss dj oilr sins and virtues, may this Fire protect my fame ' 

if tn lift I6n^ lottiig duty lam free from sm and h/xm*, 

IVitfss ef hur stks ahd virthes, hmy this Fire proitci my fame ' ” 

Fearless in Iitr faith and ViloWr Sita stepped upon the pjre, 

And her forni of iieaUty vanished ended by lliU clasping fire, 

And an anguish shooV the people hVe the ocean tempest tost, 

Old and young and maid and nanoii wept (or Sila true and lost, 

For liedecked in golden spleodout and to gems and rich attire, 

Sita tanislied m the ted fire of the newly lighted pyre > 

Riska and the great tSandharvas, Cods who know each «ectet deed, 
Witnessed Sua's high devotion and a woman's lofvy creed, 

And the earth hy ocean girdled with its wealth of leemini! life, 
Witnessed deed of dauntless duty of a tiue and stainless wife I 


It 

Woman s TrCtli Viodicaled 

Slow the ted fiames rolled asunder Cod of Fire incitnate came, 
Holding in his raoiant bosom fair Videha’s sinless dame, 

t^ot a curl Upon her tresses not a blossom on her brmv, 

Hot a fibre of het mantle did with tatnished lustre glow ' 

Witness of our sms and virtues Cod of Fire ircsrnala spaVe, 
Bade the sorrow stricken Rama back bis sinless wifoto take 

“ Ravan in bis impious follv forced frotn thee ihj faithful dame, 
Guarded by her changeless mtIu^ Sita still temams the same, 
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Tempfd oft by female RaVshas in the dirk and dismal wood. 

In her woe and in her sadness true to thee hath Sita stood, 

Courted oft by royal Raran in the forest far and lone, 

Irue to wedded troth and xirtue Sita thou(;ht oi thee alone, 

Rare is slie tn tliousht and action pure and stainle««, true ard meek, 
1 the witness of all actions, thus ni) sacred mandate speak ' ' 

]lama •> forehead was unclouded anda radiance lit his eje, 

Anu his bosuu) heaved in gladness as he spake in accents high 

‘ Never from the time I saw bet in her maiden da>s of youth, 

Jiaie I doubted Sita s virUe, Sitas fiaed and changeless truth, 

I have known her ever sinless —let the world her virtue know, 

>cir the Cfod of Fire is witness to her truth and changeless vow I 

Karan m his pride and passion conquered nbt a woman s lore 
1 or the virtuous like the blight fire in their native radiance move, 

Ravan in his rage and foil) conquered not a faithful wife 
tor I ke ray of sun unsullied is a righteous woman’s life, 

1 e ihe wide world now a witness — pure and stainless is my dame 
Rama shall not leave bis consott idl be leaves bis righteous fame ' ” 

1 ' his tears the contrite Rama clasped her in a soft embrace. 

And the fond forgiving Sita in bt:> bosom hid her face ' 



THE RAMWava 


Return Home by the Aenal Car 

As ontaE" uS Sit 

h" » '?'="A '>»"• 'he ocean b,llo,s roac, 

OP n, m caves of corals, sl.e>.,ng shells upon the shorei 

' '^‘'m^sEnd”L*d7lant"*"°’r'i!°"“” of Rama's fame,— 

na„e lo d, Slant ages shall onr deathless deeds proclaim I 

'V here'l's°a5|,’7,;e warrmr Bar'”'? "t ^'' 8'''”='! >0™. 

j u me warrior Bali, placed Sugnva on the throne, 

f-«ehf„!’'"„?d!if>'“"’",'‘;"'>''0Sng„va first I met, 

^ . he would be monarch ere the evening’s sun had set. 

Ram'r'pS'^h'ifhr,^ ’"W and echoing shore, 

P »'ed h„ lamentations nhen he sasv his isife no more, 

'''ien”ihe''d™ Sufa'l”'!!'"' Jo^r" fought and hied, 

P aeceitlul Ravan with my trusting Sita fled. 
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3>a3t thou mark, my soft-ejod S tt, eottn’e on the river's shore, 
here in ngliteous peace and penance Sita lired m d-vjs of jorCi 

And bv gloomy Godivan, Saint Agastja’s home of lope, 

Hot) men by holy duties sanctify the sacred grove ' 

Dost thou, o’er the DandiV forest, vien the ChitnVuta hill, 

1) athless bard the Samt Valmiki luunts its shade and crystal nil, 

I hither came the righteous Bharat and my hvmg mother came, 

3 inging m their hearts to take us to Ayodhya’s town of fame, 

Dost thou, dear devoted Sits, see the Jnmns in her njight, 

\\ liere in filiarad-<vraja's asrttm passed rre, love, a happy night, 

And the hrosd sod ruddy Gangs sweeping in her regsl pride, 
1-urest dweller faithful Guha crossed us to the souihem side 

Tos ' ]oy ' my e«ntle S ta I Fair Ayodhya looms above. 

Ancient seat of I^aghuS empire, nest of Rama's hope and Jove, 

Pow bow, to bright Aaodhys ! Darksome did the e*iles roam, 
N'uff their weary toil is ended in iheit father's ancient home ' ‘ 


IV 

Creeliogs 

"Mesiaoe from returning Rama, Vsnavs to Ayodhya brought 
Righteous Bharat gave Uis mandate with a holy joy distraught 

‘ ’isriSJtfrsiffyaJiirmesanii ArAins wffiiSi'«fffyrutKft.-*rfrt:, 

And our priests to bright ImmortaU grateful gifts and offerings make, 

Pird' reciters of /i/rrtwnr minstrels versed m ancient song, 

V omen with their tuneful voices lays of sacred love prolong, 

I “t our queens and stately courtiers step in splendour and m state, 
OiiefuiQS with their oiatshaUed forces raoge along the city gate, 


greetings to our brother, render homage to our king f' 


■ rou^S:? '■j' <i“'y vep' 

OU'EreJt and sacred ciy levelled, cleansed, and dnly s.vep*, 


tlTOn «nh Mreh^'l"’ '">"1 the ivdl, 

«nh parchdd nee and offering and wi.hfloaer of s,e«esi sme 1, 


gates of proud Ayodli>a plant Ajodhyas banners brave. 


And In E0°ra°„dlwf''"® ■J.rellmg line, 

sold and glK.ering garment let the gladdened city slnn^ ' 


Sra" ca'r"tlSt"n"'''’k'‘ """'”"'1 "“''les bore, 
s and gallant chargers speeding by Sarayu*s shore, 


“*> o er the gay procession did Ayodhya’s banners waee . 

Queen'*KauMi^^fl*^*.*^ dames and damsels came, 

ya first and foremost, Queen Sumitra rich m fame, 


i'oblednrf!!in '“'"i''’ Irahmao, chief of guild from near md far. 
ctiirf and stately courtier with tire nreaih and water jai 


Kl'lar^ glnnous deeds of pore, 

ai came,— his eldei s sandals still Ihe faithful younger hore.l 


h'lllr «h|!e II!’ /'"“'i “her .hire Ins guland brave 

hue Ihe fan of rivraer winch his faithful henchmen wave. 


Sy lTead'‘n?^®“",'‘"' °f hallle car, 

¥ tuskers and the heat of drum of uar. 


Sofkitl voice of nations gathered nrgh, 

e city s tower and temple and the pealing lault of sky I 


cloudless ether Rama's P ishpa chariot came, 
iDusand jocund voices shouted Rama’s joyous name. 
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Women with th^u loving ^eetinjis, children with theit joyous cry, 

I c.lenog age and hsping infant haded the righteous chief and high< 

Bhant lifted Lp his glances unto Rama from afir. 

Unto Sita, unto Lakshann, sealed on the Pushpa car, 

And he wafted high his greetings and he poured nis pious lay, 

As one waft« the chaunted manira to the rising God of Day I 

Sifrer swans by Hima’s bidding soft dtscended from the atr. 

And on earth the chariot hghie^-— car of flower divinely fair,— • 

Bharat mounting on the chariot, sought his long lost elder’s gracer 
Kama held his faithful younger in a brother’s dear embrace. 

ith his greetings unto Lakshman, unto Rama’s fatlhrul dame, 

To Bibhishao and Sugnsa aod each chief who thither came, 

Bharat took the jewelled sandals with the rarest gems inlaid, 

Placed them at the feet of Rama and m humble accents said * 

“ Tokens of thy rule and empire, /Aese have filled thy royal throne. 
Faithful to his trust and duty Bharat renders back thme own, 

Bharat’s life is joy and gladness, for returned from distant shore, 
Thou shall rule thy spacious kingdom and thy lojal men once more, 

Thou shalt hold thy rightful empire and assume thy royal crown, 
Faithful to his trust and duty, — Bharat renders back thme own 1 * 


V 


The ConsecratioU 

Toy I jay ' in bright Ayodhya gladness filled the hearts of all, 

Joy I joy ' a lofty music sounded in the royal hall, 

Fourteen years of woe were ended, Rama now assumed his own, 
Aod they placed the weary wand’rer on his father's ancient throne, . 



THC 




J'toi'l'he vwalld'tm'Sdfcl '”"■ 

ndiess ocean, from each far and sacred nil 


MKS'fhVmoMre1,°/nd'lh' »"'J meet 

d the consort on the gemmed and jewelled seat, 


Mailed V»m=de„ p„„, cf 

>se Vijaya versed m holy ancient lore, 

AtThf Gadl'”'’ “"'’/"S""' 'fit' on the coneecrt 
nted IvDRA from the pure ethereal 

'^arriofs giVt*in armr/nd with their sonz, 

nd weapons round the crowned monarch throng, 


And his faii'her’s^('[!!**^'^^^'j 

wri and Jewels Rama’s ample forehead grace, 




lJold's?«n!Ja'linVn^ brothercast the while umbrella's shade, 
»nva and Bibh.shan waved the gem-mlaid, 


zephyrs, g, ft of golden garland lent, 

« ^od of ram and sunshine, wreath of pearls to Rama sent, 

^^':n?nZul7t'’h *“"■ Toimed the nn-. 

hailed their Rama as Iheir lord and righteous kinz 1 


^‘'^thunUmtf, during Rama'i hnfipv retort, 

‘'»eO. dire diseases, tame not to its sufyecl men, 

^^dothers 22*7^ '7 untimeh lost, 

' •’* their angmsk/or thetr iafes by Vair. crost, 

tem/teJ not rritk Ij.n^ *( ord, 
nts righteous neighbour and th- pectU loud their lordt 
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Tnti Ih'tr amfl* froJitee jttlj J as retiirmngsusens 'ttnf. 

At d th earth ta grat Jut giaJ tess never filling kinrest I'nt , 

Jiuns d‘sctndtd in /\sir suntan, n'^r cim’th' Ht^hUn^ gal\ 
Huh m trop and ruh in pasture iu~s e uh soft and sn t'lng V lie, 

fo'i’n and ar-tl gn-* ih'ir produte and th' ti' td and fertile soil, 
■i'd the nation ItZ'd rejoinng tn thurotJ anststral tjUl 



BOOK XII 
A S \V A - JI E D H A 
{Sacrifice of the Horse ) 

Aj^odhp, An 

^ "3 Kitin? Supplemeoi is added, describing ibe fate of Sita, 

fame of Sita. and 

**'fj had nt— u t made reflections on the conduct of their kmc, 
I“!ace of ^'* *’°“** ® woman who had lited in the 

*'« <ent awae h,? **’« opinion of his people, and 

Siia rnt>if/i * 3nd faithful Rua to live m forests once more, 

■"'thorof If,., n” **’^^*^^"’*•^5® of Valmiki, the reputed 

Years m«<pr« there pave birth to twins, Lara and Ktisi 

I'upils of Valmiki*”° hermit boys, and os 

^’■’25 anri”'^* performed a great Horse sacrifice 

treat f_,., w®t^® mvited from neighbouring countries, and a 

I ‘va and Valmiki came to the sacrifice, and his pupi %, 

cn ling th d chanted there the great Epic, the Jfam nana, de« 
"c find how portion of the poem 

memorr T’k°”u* poetry were handed down m ancient Inoia by 
‘'nntedn« . * 'he whole of the Epic In heart, and 

M e are 10?^',?'’^°,^*^^“^^^'®’' *>•*'" completed 

^-l.coo cou t consists of seven honks, 500 cantos, and 

'^'■cttal of ,h^ '^1 twenty cantos were recited each day, so that the 
'■I such r twenty-fire da}S It «a» 

Servedtn’. * memory and hy such recitals tUt literature was pre- 
*®aia ancient times in India, 
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I'I'oJd ku,sman sened them v^nh ihe cho cest foe d, 

iners by each chieftain and each crowned monarch stood 

I’cacefnrh^. were for rojal guests assigned 

lies for learned Biahmaiisivcre with trees umurageouslmed, 

Sie’iunr,’?.' "I" '•>’ X'OOlht 

PP lants spake their wishes, ereibej shaped theirinmostthought' 

helpless widow, to the orphan wealth and gold 
y gave to 1 oly Brahmans, slieltcr to the weak and old, 

Food and H° *0* S'"®'®*”’ people crowding by their monarch’s door, 
and drink unto the hungry, home unto the orphan poor 

wnne»sed feast like this in any land, 

S immorals in their bounty blest not with a kinder hand, 

year and circling seasons lasted Rama’s sacred feast, 

And the untold wealth of Rama by his kiudly gifts increased I 


Valmiki and His Pupils 

gathered Sages to the holy jajna came 
ess Lard of Lay Immorial— Saint Valmiki rich in fame, 

I’u ®" ***« confines of the wood, 
ge of the Saint ^ aliniki in the shady garden stood. 

the crvstal spring, 

careful hand Valmiki did utito hts cottage bring, 

gentle Lava, kusi child of nghteous fame,— 

? ons, as youthful hermits to the sacred feast tpj came . 







tj4 E?1C5 tvl) tAV? or \\C!e\T !\tni 

« 

“ L’f: yojT voice's righteous pupils a'ld yoj* nehe«t nc'ic Isrd, 
Sip^ the Lay of Rztr ijjej frost the first tisto the end, 

Sin^ .* to lh“ hole rnhnao, to the«r-’OT fair erd tall, 

In the crowded «’reet and pathwav, in t*'e eoaarco's palace hall, 

S oc It hr the door cf Ram,— he ordains this cr'cMy fea«t, 

S ng It to the royal lad'e<, — they shall to the story h*t. 

Sms fron dav to day unrear ed, in this sacnSc-al ‘its, 

Chant to all the gathered nations Racia's deeds of raatchless ra chi, 

And this s*ore of fruits and bem*s will allay your Ihi'S* ard toil. 
Gentle children cf the forest unknown strangers in ih.s sail • 

Twenty erntes cf the Epic, nom to night, recite each dav. 

Till from end to ead ts chanted i?j'syj»riV dsathles» Lay, 

A«k ro aln«, rec-irs nn nches, nor of your r'lsfortcnts tell, 

1. >e'e*5 unto us is bounty who in darksome fo'esis dwcl^ 

Clnld'en of the rood and monplair*. cruel fortune clojds your birth, 
S ainle«8 rirtae be your shelter, tirtue be your weahh on earth ’ 

If ihe mral Ra-oa q lesiicns and your lineage seeks to know, 

Saj, — Va'miki is our Teacher ard our Sire on earth below, 

t\ ake your harps to no’es of rap*ure and ycor «ohe«* stcenls lend, 
t\ iih the iau» c of the poet mo^ic of your voices blend. 

Bow un*c the mlchty monarch, bow to Ra*”a fair and tall, 

He IS father cf his subjects he is lord of creatures all ' " 



THE RA\tAVAjfA 


l^ecltai Of the ftattiayani 

< ivent the minstrel brothers, trod thelt l(,rty lay begun, 

Wended ""r'''’’ “t, 

ith the simple music dulcet was the la) id hear, 

nis royal guests and counters still the deathless lay be heard I 

lllnsl!!da''rt”"'i'"i°'‘* Brahmans skilled In pious rite, 

“nslrels deep l„ lore of music poets Bred by heaseuly nrisht, 

lien St ro?!'!" "’"’''"n'ran’. mtn’sters of the fesiiee day, 
lence and of lo,,tc, bards who sang the ancient lay, 

IlusllSd a'.Sd"!,! ‘"i''' "’f'*' "" i»y Plf'd"?. 

d silent in their wonder listed to the wondrous song I 

Bk! ande an'lud'h’’"'’'’ "" ”"'1 I'''" '“”5 day, 

ana eats and hearts insatiate dtank the nectar of the lay, 

As"^uo dSL", n'’”'' "'''’P"?' • "Baa '!>= bejs. hou like our king, 
arops of limpid water from the parent bubble spring I 

^'Twourd dTm tliemT hermit’s garment- did. 

aecm them Ramas imige,— Rama as a youthful ladl” 

A Jd7he"oi2 "f lOMthfuI minstrels sun7, 

‘ce of stringifd music through the Epic rolled along, 

^'Shtceu th^ncl^ii*^ * “Scarce 1 know who these miy be, 

thousand golden pieces be the childretj rainstreJs' fee f " 
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“ Not SO,” answered thus ,he children. “ we in'darksome forests dwell, 
Gjid and siUer, hounteous monarch, forest life beseem nut uelt I ' 

" Noble children ' ” uttered Rama, “ dear to me the words you saj, 
Tell me who composed this Epic,— Father of this deathless Lay?” 

"Siir't i/>(ike fie minsfreh "Jram'dthe^tafvnmorUUin^t 

Fo tr and f unty thouani xeriti fa thti noale La} fielong, 

C mold t\les of Jf ithlist ttrliie tanetifv hit tacred lin‘. 

And fiu hundred glorious tanlos in this glorious EfU shine. 

In SIX Boohs of mighty splendour svis th' poefs tisk legun, 
ll'tth a seienth Book supplemental, it the port's labour 

All thv mot hless deeds, O monareh, in this Zuj mil brightei shine, 
List 0 us from f.rst to ending 1/ thy re‘}iti hexrt in line ' “ 

* Es It so,” thus Rarin answered, but the hours of day were o'er, 

And \ almiki's youthful pupils to (heir cottage came once more 

Rama wnh his guests and courtiers slowly left the royal hall, 

Lager was his heart to listen, eager were the monarchs all. 

And the vo ce of song and music thus was lifted day to di\, 

And from day to day they listened to Vatrmki’s deathless Lay I 


IV 

Liva and Knu Reco^ised 

Flashed upon the contril* Rama glimpses of the dawning truth. 
And with tears of lose paternal Kama clasped each minstrel youth, 

Vearned Ins sorrow stneken bosom for his pure and peerless dame, 
b ta banished to the forest, sutnleis m her nglucous fanae I 
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In his tears repentant Rama to Valmilci message sent, 

Inat his heart with eager longing sought her fcoro her banishment 

“Pure in soul • before these monarchs may she yet her virtue prove, 
Grace once more my throne and kingdom, share my unforgotten love, 

Pu*e in soul ’ before my subjects may her trun and virtue shine ‘ 
Queen of Rania’a heart and empire may she once again be mine I " 


V 

Sita Lost 

Morning dawned , and with Valmilt, Seta to the gathering came, 
Vanished wife and weeping mother, sorrow stricken, suffering dame, 

Pure in thought and deed,V4lmiki, gave his troth and plighted word,-- 
Faithful still the banished Sita in her bosom lield her lord I 

“ Mighty Saint,” so Rama answered as he bowed his humbled h^ad, 

‘ I'lSteuingworldwiIlhearihy maodareand the word that thou hast said. 

Never m his bosom Rama questioned Sita's fiilhful love, 

^ud the God of Fire incarnate did her stainless virtue prove J 


Pardon, if the voice of rumour drove me to a deed of shame, 

Bowing to my people’s wishes I disowned my sinles? dame, 

Pardon, if to please my subjects I have bade my Sita roam, 
Toreherfrom my throne and empire, tore her from my heart and home J 

In the dark and dreary forest was my Sita left to mourn, 

In the lone and gloomy jungle were my royal children boro, 

Help me, Gods, to wipe this error and this deed of sinful pride, 
alay my Sita prove her virtue, be again my lovmg bride 1” 

12 



c6x*cLt)sro>i 


I I poriioi of iHe or Supplementil Bool 

f 1111/1^ of Rut* mU hi 5 brothers are described as tue 

T j**'® cutes ind I ngdoms nhicb fl^urisherJ in 

hart Bn fourth and fifth centuries before tlie Chris 

'''“ ="<1 PiKhkala The forme: 

j Taksha sih, to Iht east of the It dus, and known to 
BuTJ’i founded 

V"”'' •'*** lodn , and knnrn to AlcJtander 

fr> I-., ^ r Peukelaotis 1 luis the sons of I’l '•rat are Slid 

tn:4 founded kingdon* t h ch fioun^l ed on either siaeofths 
inniis river m the frurth ctniuiy Iteforc CJ rist 
- nT’' Angada and Chaidraketu The 

the knadon of KiroT'di, ind tlie litter founded 
*^i '*oti n the Mi)\/i country 

beci t"o sons, Suvihi ind Safriighili The form-r 

I 

Srai 


:^ine Vinp of Alitbu i, and llu. l-ttcr ruled iti ^Tdlsl^. 

ima had tt»o sons, Li\a and Ku«a Tiie former ruled i 


"’I 'Cli ms the cipitll of Oudh it tlie time of the Buddhi 
e (lull Hid s xtli centuries lirfore Const llie iiUer founded 
u^Mti It tfie foot of the Vindnji mou tuns 
»T ^catii of Ram and his b'otlicrs was n rccordance with 

indii iceis of the deitii of the nshteojs Liksluiian died tinder 
mc\/lni pecitlnr circii 11' inc“s A messenger from luaten sou4.'iC 
secret conference i ttb Rann, and Rami pheed I ikshrain -t the 
"iih strict iiijii ciiois tint uhoeier inlnided o i the jriiara 
^ should t J shin Likshmiii himself h d lo disturb tlie 

crence bj the sol c titiou of the t'^leslnl riski Uurvasa, who 
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nlways appears on earth to create mlsch■e^ And true to the order! 
passed bj Raroa, be surreodered his life by penances, and went to 
h*aven 

In the fuJness of time, Rama and his other brothew left Ayodb)a, 
crossed rhe Sarayu, surteodeted then mortal life, and entered 
beaseu 



fiPlLOCaE BY THC translator 


A ncient India, like ancient Greece, boasts oI two great 
Epics The Maha iharata, based on the ]e;;ends and tradi 
tions of a great historical war, is the Iliad of India The 
yana, describing the wanderings and adventures of a prince banished 
from his country, has so far something in common with the Odyssey 
Having placed before English readers a condensed translation of 
the Indian Iliad, I have thought it necessary to prepare the present 
condensed translation of the Indian Odyssey to complete the work 
The two together comprise the whole of the Epic literatur- of the 
ancient Hindus , and the two together present us with the most 
graphic and life like picture that exists of the civilisation and 
culture, the political and social life, the religion and thought of 
ancient India 

The jRamayana, like the Mahabhnrala, is a growth of cen 
tunes, but the main story is more distinctly the creation of one 
mind Among the many cultured races that flourished in Northern 
India about a thousand years before Christ, the Kosalas of Oiidh 
and llie Videhas of North Behar were perhaps the most cultured « 
Tlieir monarchs were famed for their learning as well as ferr their 
prowess Their priests distinguished themselves by founding schools 
of learning which were known all over India Their sacrifices and 
gifts to the learned drew together the most renowned men of the 
age from distant regions Their celebrated Universities (Pan 
shads) were frequented by students from surrounding countries 
Their compilations of the old Vedtc Hymns were used in various 
parts of India Their elaborate Brnhmnnas or Commentaries on 
the Vedas were handed down from generation to generation by 
pne>t!y families Their researches into the mysteries of the Soul, 



^nSTSTTcTT I 


>«3 tries v'tD i«s Of ^^C!txT npii 

alifsfs appears on earth to create niichttf A"J true to the C'dtfa 
titled t) Ivjira, {*6 surreadered i >a iifc bf {'enartCcf, and «c(>[ t r 

1-* il e f-lnets cf time Kat~a and h«» other btolhen left Ajod’ >3, 
rr »»' d •* baraju, a.ttcadttsd the t inottaJ fife, ard tixeitd 

II f 



fetlLOGUE BY THE TRANSLATOR 


A >ICIENT India, like ancient Greece, boasts of two great 
Epics. The AiaAa SAara/a, based on the legends and trach 
tions ol a great historical irar, ts the Iliad of India The Hama 
jrana, describing the wanderings and adventures of a prince banished 
from his country, has so far something m common with the Odyssey 
Having placed before English readers a condensed translation of 
the Indian Iliad, I have thought it necessary to prepare the present 
condensed translation oC the Indian Odyssey to complete the wotk 
The two together comprise the whole of the Epic literature of the 
ancient Hindus, and the two together present us with the most 
graphic and life tike picture that exists of the civilisation and 
culture, the political and social life, the religion and thought o! 
ancient India 

The Ramayana, like the Mahabharata, is a growth of cen 
tunes, but the main story is more distinctly the creation of one 
mind ^mortg the many culiured races that flourished in Northern 
India about a thousand years before Christ, the KosaUs of Oudh 
and the Videbas of North Behar were perhaps the most cultured « 
Their monarchs were famed for their learning as siell as ftrr their 
proness Their priests distinguished themselves by founding schools 
of leaining which were known all over India Then sacrifices and 
gifts to the learned drew together the most renowned men of the 
age from distant regions Their celebrated Universities (Pan 
shads) were frequented by students from surrounding countri°s 
'Pheir compilations of the old Vedte Hymns were used in various 
parts of India Their elaborate Brakmanas or Commentaries on 
the Vedas were handed down from generation to generation by 
priestly families Their lesearcbes into the mysteries of the Soul, 



5173 ^ 37 ^ 7 1 
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and if'to the nsure cf t)*" 0 »c Lii«r«il Soul which p—c*des ihe 
crsm n, are i i te ml n tie anoei t C'^t’is't's, nid nre 

amon; the m'^^' va it h-t ‘-(.es which have been kft t ' us hj the 

ansien’s Ani 1 1- r rts aich—v a ij il«caseries in «cie s'"® and 
|ihlc.sn»'v S’* I'' ni the fore^iost place at on~ the f /led races 
uf anc L V I ' 

If wr Id in eir l‘•*t I le f '-n I ni2 p-rioJ rf tl s Kosabs and 
t-i“ V 'ns h I *' 1. V I <1 aen, '■in me Iraditnns of their 
|r «e 1 aid li f , h'd ttco~e a i s ted rreirnry n India, 
r -n the po t c>ii '•std the pfti' L c whK’i perp inies th*ir 
(j" iJ'irr-e tf tn t. km a hij tr lustre in the ic'iicveinents 
t f it cs fled r CfcS ind tl e ',<■ m w" “h lhc> f* lutisl c t i| [ tared 

1 tl t / fh >ct ’mts as the Orhhn a.i rS Ind’ Ti> the Jnt’SJ 

I 1 n f f ihe tiCfct tic. ace of t'lu K mhs an I Vidt'ns « as ni«r>" 
I iltd riih a 1 lint t« tf -t aid c<iuii«, a i il at is fi^h'cm $ and 
If e 1! < <‘e*crii 'tcn< f \s dh»’, thr cifitaJ far n r f ti - Kn'i is, 
i» a d»Nf ii[ nn { f a » id i1 t < f r .i tn ust ess Di'* t-i la t'^i. 
I TU nf I e Ko«il s I, 111 i-Si*! Li s, la* «it n.. f't I'le ^ vd rf a 

i sil(t-<rte I’lrn the eldisf « n of f>.si rathi and tl l liem 

<f( iC'C IS an 1 'fil I r ■'ct, liinsc md ‘iccomp’i'l td. tV«r> cd 
I I 'dull, iinfalic ni’3 In his irui i lit k n; of lie ^ 'rlias, 
’I'-iklor filler Jinaki, I ul I hue cri ‘Ud tie T n' it < »i n u 
I 111! s m lhi< itins'in »' is i iinirth and i »i nt S i. ih-- 
t i h'er of Ja lalc ai d the hi i i le » f the 1 , *. is iln ic c.jl rf 
- f nihf il nomn anj a t^rrmed *tf* A jnus leierinti fjrtle 

I s p'fi at'es tl t steal Lie, a i 'j idn ta m <f »1 ai i» tf ■ 

"-d cnn'-M r; in the h iman r’ auc'er iiic’i'’ s tl.c n k, and 
c’ n'aiirns rf t‘ e dnmcsi c I fc a >d the <')ric«'ic sifues <f l‘ c 

1 1 It in llind j», I i‘i III let d torss sod { Jtli* s ei ('cat lltC | ct-tc 

l t ? lieatts t f ih- j •o,i'e of 1 i3o to tl e | resent i'j> 

It IS I rn'n’, r mai i e fut cornecfj nairit > » rf the J ,) r »u 
fr.r- ^'.1fd I 1 j few c-i’ n-s si er the pi i s ape < f ii c 
K ii'ai and 1 1» \ at. l)ji it e woic hcom » • { 15 t.’jf t' it 
It c'cw fi-h ap* It j'ew.—ro* I <e t* • .1 ' 1 / * jr I'l f r t e 

I'T'” film tf r*ir rj »-w*es lal-s an | truh n »,--Lu I y fret » 

c .Cl. lisas c( the la -c series a d. c.dits. G.'-crai ="S tl {ccH 



THE RAMAWKA iSj 

were ncTer fired nf adding lo the descnplion of scenes wlncli were 
d-ir to the Hindu, and patient Hindu listener^ were never tired of 
biteniii ’ to such rcpclilioits Tne virtues of llami and the ftithful 
ness of Sin were described again and again jn added lines and 
cantos Tbe grief of the old monarrh at (be hinisbment of the 
prince, and the sorrows of mother at parting from her son, were 
depicted hv succeeding versifiers in fresh serses liie losing devo 
(ion of Rama's brothers, the sanent) of saints, and llie peacefulness 
rf the hcrniitages visited by Rama, vere described with endless 
reiteration The long account t»f ibe gnef of Rama at the loss of I ts 
wife, and stones of unending battles wa^ed for her recover), occupied 
f,cnerations of buvy interpolators 

1 he S/aia verse in w bicli much of the J?nmn) ana is con[)osed is 
the easiest r f Sinscnt mc 1 re«, and afforded a fatal facility to poets , 
and often >ve have the same scene, fully and amply described in one 
canto repeated again 111 tbe two or three succeeding cantos Ihe 
unit) of the composition t$ lost b) these additions, and the effect of 
the narrative is considerably weakened by such endless repetition 

It would app-ar that the oiiginM woik ended with the sixth Book, 
which describes the rettirn of the hero to his country and to his 
Inving *ulij-‘Cts Ihe seventh Book is called Vtltta or Supple 
mental, and in it «e arc told sometinng of the dimensions of the 
p lein, aptnrenily afier tbe fatal proctss of additions and interpola 
tinns had gone on for centuries We are informed lliat the poem 
consists of SIX Hooks and a Supplemental Book , and that it comprises 
5CO cai tos find 24,000 cmiplets /^»ld we are also told in tins Supple 
mental Book lint the desctndanls of Rama and ins brothers founded 
Kime of till, great to" ns and states nhicli, we know '’rom other sources 
H lufishul in tbe fifth and fomlh centuries before Clmsi It is 
profiable thertfore that the Epic, cmnmeuccd after icoo b c , had 
arsumsd s ifiiettniig like its present shape a fen centuries before 
tne Chii»*ian Tra 

Tile foregoing account of the genesis and growth of xhtJ^amajana 
will indicate m what respects it resembles the Ahtha l/iarala, and in 
what respects the two Indian Euics differ from each other The 
Alahi hharata grew out of the legends and traditions of a great 
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historicnl war belween the Kura< and the Panchalas , the Ramn)a>tP 
prew out of Ihe recollectJor.s of the golden age of the Kosilas and 
the Videhas. The characters of the Mnhabhiratii are characters of 
flesh and blood, with the virtues and crimes of great actors in the 
historic world , the characters of the are more often the 

ideals of manly devotion to truth, and of womanly faithfulness and 
lose in domestic life The post of the Mncitfrt relies on the 
real or supposed incidents of a war handed down from generation 
to generation in songs and ballads, and weaves them into an immnr al 
work, of art , the poet of the Ramayani conjures up the memories of 
a golden age, constructs lofty ideals of piety and faith, and describes 
with infinite pathos don estic scenes and domestic affections which 
endear the work to modern Hindus Asa heroic poem the Mt^ha 
bharata stands on a higher level , as a po$m delineating the softer 
emotions of our everyday life the sends its roots deeper 

into the hearts and oiinds of the million in India, 

Ihese remarks will be probably made clearer by a comparison of 
what may he considered parallel passages m the two great Epics In 
heroic description, the bridal of Sita is poor and commonplace, com 
pared with the birdal of Draupadi with all the hustle and tumult of a 
real contest among warlike suitors 'I he rivalry between Rama and 
Ravan, between Lakshman and Indrajit, is feeble in comparison 
viihthe lifelong jealousy and hatred which animated Arjun and 
K-arna, Bliima and Duryodhan Sita’s protest and defiance, spoken 
to Ravan when he carried her away, lack the fire and the spirit 
of Draupadi s apoeal on the occasion when she was insulted in court 
The Council of War held by Ravan IS a poor affair in comparison 
'\itli the Council of War held by Yudhi>thir in the Alatsja king 
dom And Bibhishan s final appeal for peace and Ravan’s scornful 
reply will scarcely compare with the sublime eloquence with which 
Krishna implored the old monarch of the Kurus not to plunge into 
a disastrous war, and the deep determination with which Durjodhan 
replied — 

‘ Town nor r mail nor h-imlet, help ot ngl leons Gocta m hearen, 

Spul that needle s point can cover shall not unto lhi.n> he given I ’ 
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In the whole of the Ramayana there is no character with the fier7 
determination and the deep-seated hatred for the foe which inspire 
Kama or Arjun Bhima or Duryodhan And in the unending 
battles waged by Rama and his allies there is no incident so stirring 
so animated, so thrilling, as the fill of Abhimanyu, the vergeance of 
Arjun, the final contest between Arjun and Kama, or the final contest 
between Bhima and Duryodhan The whole tenor of the Ramay >na 
js subdued and calm, pacific and pious , the whole tenor of the Hahn 
iharata is warlike and spirited 

And yet, without rivilhng the heroic grandeur of ihtMaha hharati 
the Ramayann is immeasurably superior in its delineation of those 
softer and perhaps deeper einotiors which inter into our everyday 
life, and hold the world together And these oescriptions, essentially 
of Hindu life, are yet so true to nature that they apply to all races 
and nations 

There is something indescribably touching and tender m the des 
cnption oflbe loveof Rama for his subjects and the loyalty of his 
people tonards Rama,— chat loyalty which has even been a part of 
the Hindu character in every age— 


" As s fuller to hi* children to his toring men he cime 

Elessed our homes snd maids and matrons liU out infants lisped his nsmc 


Kfir our humble woes an t (roubles Rnma hath th* ready lear 
To our humble tales of soAenng Rama lends bis willing ear ' ' 


Deeper than this was Rama's duty towards his fither and his 
father’s fondness for Rama, and the portion of the Epic which 
narrates the dark scheme by which the prince was at last torn from 
the heart ind home of bis dying father is one of the most powerful 
md pathetic passages lU Indian literature The slep-mniher nf 
Rarrn, won by the virtues and the kindliness of the prince, regards 
his proposed coronation with pnde and pleasure but her old nurse 
creeps into her confidence like a creeping serpent and emenoms 
her heart viuii the poison of bei own wickedness She aiou'es the 







iS6 

shmiVnHSj 
niQllier, till— 

“ LiV« n »'(>» I ul tleiJU •fn on »oit.ed ih* anottit nur « s te»r«, 

And a «■ f 3 uru) n, iin ul « m n;U I «tib a mot*i«T'» feir* ' 

The nurse's dait msinunions work on the mind of the queen 
till she hecime* a desperate woman, re'olfed to maintain her own 
nifl lence on her husband, and to see her own son on the tlimoe 
Tut deCt.rm miion of the tonne queen tells 'nth terrible effect 
on the weakness a id raolhtum of the feeble o’d •"onirch and 
Rama is banished at last And the scene closes «iih a pathetic 
s or\ in which the monarch re-ounts his misdeed of past tears, 
accepts hts present suff ring as the fruit of that misdeed and dies 
in ajoin for his banished son 1 he inner wotkincs of tne human 
heart and of human mo* ve«, the dark intruue of a scheming dc 
pendant the awakening and alarm ol a wife md a m >ther, 

the deternnnation of a nnnia i ai d an imperious queen, and the 
fecblen-'sa and ae<pair and death of a fond old failirr and hn«l and, 
haie neacr been more vtviah dtsenbed Shakespeare hun»eir has 
ml Q^jncied tne noikincs of stO(m> passion* in the human I'eart 
mote ,.raphicallv or more aisial), with greater truth or nith more 
tern lie po\aer 

It Is truth and power in the depictin'; of such scene®, and 
rot in the delineation of warriors and warlike incideni®, that 
the excel® It is m the del nealinn of domestic in. 

cifients dnmc'tic aff ctions and domestic jealo isics, w1 icli are 
ajDreciited ha tne prince and the peasant a! ke that the i iia~ 
a I'Ki bases it> appeal to the faearis of the naiihon in India tnd 
beaoiad all this the rghteous desotion of Rama, and thefiitii 
fiiiiiess and wonanlj love of Sita, run like two threads of cold 
through the whol- fa' ric of the Epic, and ennoble and sanctifj the 
work m the eyes of Hindis 

Rama and Sita are the Hindu ideals of a Perfect Man ond a 
P rfect Wom-’n their truth under trials and temptatinn®, tlieir 
cmiurance under privation® and their devotion to duU under all 
vicissitJQes of fortune, form the Hiudu ideal of a Perfect Life. 
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P’alousj of a woman and awakens the alarms of a 



TKE RAMIVAVA 


187 


OS a true piclure of H.ndu fairh 

Ideals !n Ihf. Middle Ages in Europe Our own 

beforVAh^ V"®" mayrrot be the ideals of the tenth century 
Sr Lr i 1® centarj after Christ , but mank-nd 

shadow fnrih”?!,^ crealions of the past which 

uroaress of I ideals and beliefs of loieresiing periods in the 

progress of human civiiisatton 

Hmd^r.^'T t^"r^ s^ffenng, trial and endurance, are a part of the 
fuiirteen ^ Perfect I ife of righteousness Rama suffers for 
fortnnpe h u' '* ‘^^'3**cned by privations and mis 

wll he ascends the throne of hi« father In a humble 

'HinHii training was passed throueh by every p niis 

taken V® ‘"”«s Every Ar>an boy in India was 

l.fS rfa ^ If®'" rarents at an early age, and lived the hard 
urK,?v. ^0'’ ortve,it>foiirfr 

nirt} SIX >eirs before he entered the married lile and selil d down 

arid th. ?rJ ®^ ‘"’y the rough garment 

be^ffed Iii« f ,4*?^ girdle of a student, lued as a mendicant and 
mJiitit T *** attended on his preceptor as a 

TJ" " I •" endurance and sufT.rmr os well 

hnid.-r * nt learning of the age, licforc he became a hon e 

hIh “""i" •»" Rw, i,r, ihu id«ior-.t,„e 

• " J'/ ’ J '' “"<1 ll'e triumph nli.cti follorr upon e uliir 

R '» the trull, -.nd eodurmre 
“"der stiff-rings and privations which imuarl the dtei c t 
t r® Character, and is the behest ideal of a Hindu 

ihf.'! h"* 1 “’«»* rriay seem to us far fetched n 

of Ml/. Ti*’ j * never folly comprehend the great moral E[i c 

endeavour to study fully and clearl> its 
elations to old Hindu ideas and old Hindu life 

msnV ir" endurance are a part of a Hindu’s ideal of a 

f-iriuvr I ®' , “"d selfahnqration are still more essentnlK a 

I r tor lus Ideal ,,f a won.au’s life Situ holds a place in the hern, 
ul omen ,„ I„di, „hich no other cteuliou of u Let', unrsnrt.nu 
f oias among any other nattoo on earth There is not a Hindu 
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woman whose eatliesl and tsnderest tecoU'ctions do not clin; roind 
the story of Sita s suffennssand Sita’sfaithfulnes*, loJd in the nursery, 
taught in the family circle, remembered and cherished through life 
Sita’s adrentures in a desolate forest and m a hos'ile prison ont? re- 
I resent in an exaccerated form the humbler trials of a woman s life , 
and Sita’s endurance and faithfulness teach her dcrotion to doty in 
ail trials and troubles of life “ For,” said Sita — 


“Tor inj-rrPl‘i*T ef en fioe*-* me«M me h *-erf>'fn »“ Ve 
Th» her h'<ni* iSe weJ 'f<l wore mi »*wIi two I* he* ho* W'ti trsfc*. 

At 1*1* ihad w In ihe toSs,ince, to her I'rd u wife, 

Ard «^e rarn Rn| from her eons, ti ii 1 1\* r'n* •«*> '*« mg 1 fe ’ 
Theitf re bi I rn* »etW the jungle *r t n fothitM ( r*» t econ, 

"here the « 1 1 leei free j r-ne« »*iJ the t gee miles hi, hnn*, 
ll’i , et ihin in fnher i mtntinn* n the w w»U wi'l a tnee 
" ai e 09 ihsug*"! ca h joe ot kiodtevl. res 1 35 la bet bui’jaeJ t late ' " 


The ideal of life tra* ;of and beauty and gJadnen in a*>C enl 
Greece , the ideal of life was t'lety and endurance and derotion in 
ancient India. The tale of Helen was a tale of womanly beauty 
and loreliness which charmed the western world. The tale cf S 1 
was a tale of womanl) fauh and self-abnegation which charm*d and 
fasctnited the Hindu world Repeated trials bring out In b ightcr 
rtl ef the unfaltering truth of Sita’s rtiarac’er , she goes to a second 
r>ani<hnieni m the woods ttub ihe <anie tnisi and t}*rolion to her lord 
before and she returns once more, and sinks into the bosom of 
I er Mntlier ninh, in.e m death as she had been true in I fe T‘'e 
creative imagmanon of the Hindus has mneeired no Irf i*r and 
1 ol •r character than S ta , the literature of the world has not prodocinl 
a h gher ideal of womanly love, woman]) tn,th, and womanly devo- 
tion 

The mnd'rn reader will now comp'eherd wliy India prod med, 
and has } reserved fnr well nigh three thousand years, i«o Fnes 
I IS ea J of one ra lonal r, ic. No work of the imagination a* d'S 
J‘’''gcn'efs It IS 30 mated be sone sparks cf impertiha* e tru h, 
i. ilcss I’ truly emted es seme pctiea cf our human frelios*, h J" jh 
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fanh and human life. The Mahahharata depicts the political life of 
ancient India, nith all its valour and heroism, ambition and loftf 
chivalry The embodies the domestic and religious life 

of ancient India, with alt its lennerncss and sweetness, Us endurance 
and devotion The one picture without the other were incomplete, 
and we should know but little of the ancient Hindus i! we did net 
comprehend their inner life and faith as well as their political life and 
their warlike virtues. The two together gives us a true and graphic 
picture of ancient Indian life and civilisation , and no nation on 
earth has preserved a more raithful picture of Us glorious past 

In condensing the Ramayana with its more than 24,000 Sanscrit 
couplets into seeo English couplets I have followed the same plan 
SThich was adopted in my translation of the Maha bharaia I have 
selected those sections or cantos which tell the leading incidents of 
the Epic, and have translated the whole or mam portions of them, 
and these selected passages are linked together by short notes The 
plan, as was explained before, has this adv.intage, that the story is 
told not by the translator in his own way, but by the poet himself, 
the passages placed before the reader are not the translator’s abtidg* 
ment of a long poem, but selected passages ftom the poem itself. It 
IS the ancient poet of India, and not the translator, who narrates the 
old story, but he narrates only such portions of it as describe the 
leading incidents We are told (bat the sons of Rama recited the 
\/ho(e poem of 24,000 verses, divided into 500 cantos or sections in 
twenty five days The modern reader has not the patience of the 
Hindu lisiener of the old school, hut a selection of the leading 
{’ortions of that immortal song arranged in aooo verses and in $4 
short sections, may possibly receive a hearing, even from the much* 
distracted modern readc" 

While speaking of my own translation I must not fad to make some 
mention of my predecessors rn this work The magnificent edition 
of the Ramayana (Hengal recension), published with an Italian trans- 
lation by Gorresio, at the expense of Charles Albert King of Sardinia 
in 1843 67, first introduced this great Epic to the European public; 
and It was not long before M Hippolyte Fauclie presented the 
Eutopean world with a French iransUUoa of this edition, The Benares 
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recersion of tlie J 7 e'm‘i%ana his since been h'hnsrophed in Tonbiy, 
ind a pnn ed eri i 0 1 of the sitire recension with Rannm j r> com 
inemiry was hrcninlu oil L) t “Suitrible Hhm Cmndn \ idvnraim 
in Cicutn II *559 The niented niid 1 ii.efni‘gih’e ’''r fvi!ph 
Gnffih C I C wtolisdiv ted a lifetin e to innshimj; Indnn 
jjoetiv iiUu E I S 1 •> priijiced an almost comulete innshlion 
01 il e fir«i >> x P os 1 II 'e dan coo Lnslisi cowpVts ind 
his in ih' rac' of ib- SLVentS nook in pots* And a complete 
in sht on of the ^ iw wr t nto En.hsh pro<e has since it j sited 
I Ciicutti 



tllE K\SfAtllU 


til f ** studied tlie ancient stor> m 

iiahe heard it recited intliet.oLs 

fcbiivnl, Have seen II acted on the stage nt .eluious 

IN= length ^ud'brea^dTh'oM.td'/"'^ 

f>^^^ers'^^aSm?rlnVH^“^^^ inspired our religious re-i 

It'c true eiiH i? r fti'th of Our inr deni times Rrnis, 

0 irtl, ?, , ' , f '”■ .’"'P"*! •I'O Spirit of O rd descended oil 

f.rea[’teaet.«r'w^^"^^’°" Presereer of ilie World I he 

5 luthern rnrli prochiiiicd tile moiiolheisn of Visfinu In 

01 S ti, ' i’ . •"= 'Oformer Ramunanda pro 
■euwh cJmu r , J ? I" Northern India m the ihltteen.h or fie, 

1 tea of uiminn ’ri "d '* *■ Kainr conceived the liold 

■ The God oA|"'"j‘“’,’‘'5 'I’l>oineda,„ the rrotship of O i= God. 
Ii- he invoked J, 1" " ‘I" G“‘l of ihe Malioo.edans, 

l.-o-.rerj,td „ ^ “Toeeny of the Hindu God is 

V .or helrw a ''’'">-odan Ood ,s Mecca , hot search 

.'lahoiM dans" ‘’'® *"0‘^ ^o'’‘ Hindus and 

dvrelillM Is tl’ie universe"'- "‘'""“Olo". "i.osc 

J 1 Ecn-a7alo?fh sarne sublime mon'ne sn 

ceinmv "a d PO'J'O. "" ” ='hth 

ltd avv^v h? " i' ' T pop"'" iniiio In India, 

)., 1, 1^. f nianv images m nniiy temples, neverthe* 

her’oevof,'' ’“r'‘^""‘ One G,d, and hllieve, ihe 

6 cts Of Vi r/"‘' * ’'ects of it.e Hindus. 5pccnll7 the 

n nrr,-) ,, ’ e “ ij'v » "iio form thegfeit nijjocil) of llicpuojie, 
?\-es L dlwf-i’’'''’ ■'! the .Mddle 

«. irine .vfVa.i tnilieie nimg silbgc, of Ben >tI, in the anci.nt 
h u hnr l o " ■>“ T "> '"""S a, ,1 hainiv. of 

th'i tu II 1 I- I ' prcvjiJi ig finJi of i n. miljiun is a popuhr njoiio 
iini^ -ara'i'f ^Cu ti j inis to liQnjjr of variojs 
fiLCrr!: "“ItH-itur..., .rmm.ihe. m „en-rTiK reco.i «« 

t le heto.s of me too aiiuieot C ucs.— - and /frr/rr, ns me 
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earthly iiica’natiQns of ihe creat God who pervades and rules the 

To know the Indian Cpics is lo understand the Indian people 
belter And to trace the influence of the Indian Epics on the 1 fe 
and cicihsaiion of the nation and on the development of their modern 
lan.uases literatures, and religtou* reforms, is to cocuprehend the 
real history of the people during three thousand year# 
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